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Independent Fastpitch Association

Mission Statement

The Independent Fastpitch Association organization will strive
provide the youth of today with opportunities through fastpitct

softball to expand tliegs in the future. By guiding this youth
with the promotion of fair play, teamwork, healthy competitior
sportsmanship, leadership and the respect of others will reme
major goal of this group. Fastpitch softball can be used as

discipline to enamge hard work,-sedponsibility, dedication and
encourage the pursuit of a quality education. This organizatior
strive to always do what is right for the teams, regardless of t
pressures from those individuals that may want to gain politic
mmetary advantages. Our mot
and be honest 6. It is our g

under our watch.

TheirrA would like to give special thanks to the NCAA, in particular,
Dee Abrahamson, for allowing auorganization to use the NCAA
Fastpitch Rules thelp guide us irdevelojng a rule book foour
youth program.

ird National Website: www.ifasoftball.com

In rulings that are not found in thEA rulebak, all decisions will
revert tothe currentNCAA rulebook.
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Conduct Policy

UMPIRE Should uphold the integrity of thgame;enforce its rules by
observing the following guidelines of professionalism and ethics:

1
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1
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Maintain and develop an understanding of curréRAFastpitch Rules.

Be unbiased and fair in decision making, rendering them without regard
to the quality of play on the field or the score.

Honor all contracts and assignments.

Alcohol and tobacco are prohibited.

When onsite or in uniform, do not fraternize with coaches, players or
fans.

Work with your partner(s) to arrive at decisions that are ultimately
correct and fair.

Listen and respond in a professional manner to coaches concern(s).
Information that might 5 dza SR o6& | (St YQ& ¥ dzi dzNE
be shared.

Seek assistance for the appropriate individuals in controlling unruly
spectators and fans.

Display a digified attitude and be politéowards the game and its
participants.

COACHEe expected to @mply with the following ethics and principals:
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Maintain and develomn understanding of current IFAastpitch Rules.
Make sure players are legally equipped and properly attired for practices
and competition.

Confine discussion with the officials to thedrpretation of the playing
rules.

Comply with the intent and spirit of the rules. The intentional teaching of
players to violate the rules is unjustifiable.

Teach players to respect the integrity and dignity of the game, opponents,
fans, officials and #hinstitutions they represent.

Ban team personnel fromsing profanity omaking personal or malicious
remarks towards opponents, fans or officials.

Abstain from personal action that might provoke players or spectators to
unsportsmanlike actions.

Be in cormand of players at all times, in order to prevent any
unsportsmanlike acts toward officials, fans or opponents.

Seek assistance form the appropriate individuals in controlling unruly
spectators or fans.

Be polite



Conduct Policy

IFA as an organizatiomeserves the right to

a) interpret the rules using the best judgment of its officials for fair and
balanced play;

b) Restrict player movement(s) among teams without apptdr@m IFA
administrative staff;

¢) Remove players &m games / tournamentfor violating the player
conductpolicies in Section 12 of this IFA rulebook;

d) Remove a coactiom a game / tournament for sufficient reasons of
misconduct Furthermore, if IFA determines the violations to be so
severeastocons®IN) G KAd AYyRAGARdZ t6aov +F RS
organization, IFA reserves the right to permanently bangkison(s)
by imposing a ban, which can be determined by IFA.

e) Remove a spectator from a game / tournament / for sufficient reasons
of misconduct Furthermore, if IFA determines the violations to be so
ASOSNB a (2 O2yaARSNI iKA& AYRAGAF
organization, IFA reserves the right to permanently ban this person(s)
by imposing a ban, which can be determined by IFA.

f) Detemine player age qualifications, eligibilispecial equipment uses
and team tournament placement with regards to college players.

g) Determine rule sets or exceptions for tournaments at the beginning of
play that will be in effect for that tournament.

Age Qualificationsand Tournament Eligibility

a) Age cutoff: January 1 of current year. Players age on Jandary 1
determines the age division(s) she is currently eligible to participate in.
Players may play up in divisions.

b)my! GSIFYa Yire SESON a2fRiiSe &KADX AL
player with prior college experience (all college levels, including JUCO)
al{¢ LXLF& Ay (FécolegetlnibibguleRhaA & A 2y d
StAIAGES F2NI Iy GSEOSLIiAZ2Y NHzZ S$¢ o

Special Equipment:

Metal cleatswi f 06 S I-ffzéSR AY GKS mMckmy ao9f
G2dNY I YSyGa 6Aft 05 O2yAARSNBR a9ftAdS
G2d2NY I YSy i RANJSC) 2N A0 D lff mMckmy a!

nylon/rubberized cleats.



SECTION 4 Definitions

Altered Bat

A legal bat that has been structurally changed to enhance bat performance.
Appeal

The umpire does not make a ruling untiquested by a coach or player about a
play.

Backstop

A barrier behind home plate to stapball from going too far outside the

playing area.

Ball

The ball that is strugkhrown, pitched, etc. A ball also refers to a pitch that

does not enter the strike zone and is not struck at by a batter.

Base

One of four points which have to be toucheg & runner in order to score a

run.

Base Coaches

The two representatives of the team at bat who are stationed in the first or
GKANR o0l &S O2F0KSaQ 02ESa G2 RANBOG
representative may be in a box.

Base Path

The traditional pattiraveled by a runner who is attempting to advance to the
next base. Itis defined by a direct line between the bases and 3 feet on either
side of that line; unless a fielder has the ball in her possession and she is within
3 feet of the runner and prepackto apply a tag. A base runner that attempts

to avoid a tag by running more than 3 feet to either side of a fielder with the

ball in her possession shall be declared out.

Base Runner

A base runner is an offensive player that is advancing, touchingwmnieg to

a base.

Batted Ball

Any pitch that comes in contact with the bat. Contact may result in a fair or

foul ball and need not be intentional.

Batter

¢KS 2FTFSyYaArdsS LI &SN gK2aS dGdNy AG Aa
.FdGSNRE L 2E

Area wtere the batter is restricted when batting.

Batter-Runner

Iy 2FFSyaAadsS LI @SNl gK2 aidl NISR Ay (K
to reach base safely.



SECTION 4 Definitions

Batting Order

The official list of stding offensive players presented in the order in which

they are to bat and recorded on a lineup card.

Batting Out of Order

Failing to bat in proper order as listed on the official lineup card.

BlockedBall

A live thrown or batted ball thatontacts (1)deadball terrain or (2)contacts

game personnel in unauthorized areas, rggame personnel, an object that is

neither part of the official playing area or official game equipment, loose

equipment.

Bunt

A legally batted ball not swung at but deliberatelyfposely tapped with the

bat.

Bunt Attempt

Any nonswinging movement of the bat planned to tap the ball into play.

Holding the bat in the strike zone is considered a teffdrt. In order to take a

pitch, the bat must be withdrawg pulled away from théall and backwards.

Called Game

By order of the umpire, the game is ended.

Catch

The act of a fielder who, with their hand(s) and/or mitt/glove, securely gains

possession of a thrown, batted or pitched ball. In establishing the legality of

the catch, thefielder must hold the ball long enough to prove that they have

ball control and that their release of the ball is (or could have been) intentional

or voluntary. If the fielder has made the catch but drops the ball either in

making a throw or transferring to the throwing hand, the ball shall be ruled a

caught. For a legal catch, a fielder must catch and have secure possession of

the ball before falling, touching or stepping into a ddzall territory. A fielder

who falls through or over a fence afteraking a catch shall be credited with a

catch. A fielder who catches a ball while stepping or contacting on a collapsible

fence while the fence is vertical is credited with a catch. A catch shall not be

credited if:

a. The ball strikes anyone or anything ettthan a defensive player while it is
flight.

b. An entire foot is touching deaball terrain at the time of the catch.

c. A fielder catches a thrown, batted or pitched ball with anything other than
her glove/mitt or hand(s) in its proper place.

d. Immediately folowing a catch, the fielder collides witm umpire, another
player or fence or falls to the ground and fails to maintain possession of the
ball.



SECTION 4 Definitions

e. The fielder uses part of the uniform or equipment tigtisplaced from its
proper position.
NOTE: In this case, the ball is ruled a ground ball.
f. Acollapsible fence is on or falling to the ground when the fielder contacts
the ball. NOTE: In the case, batter is awarded a home run.
g. The fielder traps the bhl A batted line drive or fly ball is considered trapped
if it hits a fence or ground on a short hop before being caught. A thrown ball
is considered trapped if it is caught but the ball is on the ground and the
mitt/glove is over, rather than under itA pitched ball is considered trapped
if it is a strike but touches the ground on a short hop before being caught by
G0KS OF G§OKSN I okttt LINBASYGSR FTNRY
equipment (providing it is in its proper place) of body shall notuted
OF daAKG dzy At GKS ol t tmitligiovedrhand)Bt & K S
Catcher
The defensive player to whom the pitcher throws when pitching to a batter.
¢KS OF §OKSNJ Ydzad 6S Ay GKS OF 6OKSNDa
such, is tle only player who can and must be positioned in foul territory at the
time of the pitch.
/' GOKSNRa . 2E
The area to which the catcher is restricted from the time the pitcher steps on
GKS LAGOKSNRE LIXFGS dzydAt akKS NBtSIas
Checked Swing
The restréning action taken by a batter to stop an attempted bunt/hit/slap.
Chin Strap
A part of the helmet that must be worn (mandatory, if attached) when used by
'y RSTSyardsS 2N 2¥F¥SyasSo 6b20d NBIdzA N
Coaches Box
Prior to releasef the pitch, the area to which the two base coaches (one per
box) are restricted.
Conferences
A defensive conference is a meeting that takes place anytime a defensive team
representative delays the game or requests suspension of play for any reason
and ddivers a message (by any means) to any defensive player.
A charged offensive conference is a meeting that takes place anytime an
offensive team representative delays the game or requests a suspension of play
for any reason and delivers a message (by angmagto any offensive coach,
player and/or representative.
Courtesy Runner
Player allowed to run for catcher or pitcher when the courtesy runner rule is
being used. Runner is not considered a substitute.
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Crow Hop

Ly AttS3art OGA2y Ay KAOK G(G(KS LIAGOKS
re-contacts the ground before the release of the pitch.

Dead Ball

A ball that is not in play and does not become live again until the pitcher holds
itonthe ptOKSNRa LI 4SS yR GKS dzYLIANB &A3dy
DeadBall Territory

That area beyond any real playing field boundary such as a rope, chalk line,
fence, backstop, dugouts, bleachers or any imaginary boundary line as
determined in the pregame caoference.

Defense

A team or player in the field attempting to prevent the offensive team from
scoring runs.

Delayed Dead Ball

Assituationin which a violation of a rule occurs and is recognized by the umpire
with a delayed dead ball signal but in which thedl remains live until the end

of the play.

Double First Base

A safety base used at first bas€he defense uses the white portion of the base
and the batterrunner proceeds to the orange portion of the base

Dislodged Base

A base dislodged and dispé&tfrom its proper position

Dugout (Bench)

The area reserved for team and personnel engaged in the game.

Ejection

¢KS SESNDA&AS 2F |y dzYLANBQAa L6 SNk dzi
team personnel from further participation in a game.

Extra Inning

Play continuation beyond the regulation seven innings in an attempt to break a
score that is tied.

Face Mask

A part of the helmet that protects the face and is mandatory fomdeck

batters and offensive batters.

Fair Ball

A legally batted ball that touclseor bounds over a base, settles on or is

touched on or over fair territory. A fair line drive, fly or grounder shall be
judged according to the relative position of the ball and the foul line, including
the foul pole, and not with respect to the positiarfi the fielder (on foul ground

or fair) at the time the ball is contacted.
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Fair Territory

That part of the playing field within and including the foul lines from home
plate to the bottom of the homeun fence and perpendicularly upwards.

Home plate, the foul lines and poles are considered part of fair territory.

Fake Tag

When a fielder, who neither possesses the ball nor is about to receive the ball,
obstructs a runner by pretending to have the kaaild simulating a tag, thereby
causing the runner to stop or slow down.

Field of Play

The area within which the ball may be legally fielded and played.

Fielder

One of the nine players on the defensive team who takes a position on the field
and attempts to fop the offensive team from scoring. It may be the catcher,
pitcher, first baseman, second baseman, third baseman, shortstop, right
fielder, center fielder or left fielder.

Fly Ball

A batted ball, whether foul or fair, that rises into the air above the ¢d the
oFddSNRa KSIR®

Flex

¢KS 0oNB@GAFGAZ2Y F2NJ aFftSEAGES LXI &SN
starts/begins the game in the defensive lineup but is not in the batting order.
Force Play

A play in which the base runner loses their right to occupy a basause the
batter becomes a batterunner who has not yet been put out.

Forfeited Game

A game declared ended and granted to an offended team by the umpire.
Foul Ball

A legally batted ball that is touched on or settles on or over foul territory. A
foul line drive, flyor grounder shall be judged according to the relative position
of the ball and foul line, including the foul pole, and not with respect to the
position of the fielder at the time the ball is contacted.

Foul Territory

That part of the playig field outside the third and first base lines from home
plate to the bottom of the home run fence and perpendicularly upwards.
Ground Ball

A batted ball, whether foul or fair, that bounces along the ground.

Halted Game

A game that is temporarily suspendby the umpire with the intent that it will

be resumed at some later date or time. The game shall be catifrom the
point of suspension, if resumed.
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Helmet

Protective headwear most commonly woryg bn offensive player. Helmets are
required while running the bases, batting or in the-deck circle. Catchers are
required to wear a protective helmet while receiving pitches in a game. Other
defensive players may wear a helmet for safety reasons.

Home Team

The team that starts the game on defense (in the field). The home team may
be determined in many ways (i.e., mutual agreement, conference, coin flip or
tournament assignment, custom)

lllegal Bat

An inappropriate bat that does not meet acceptablesifications (i.e., length,
particular weight, material limits, barrel diameter) as set forttiRie 3.2

lllegal Pitch

Any pitch by the pitcher that is in violation of the pitching rules.

lllegal Player

A player who is not entitled to participate who cpetes in the game.

lllegal Reentry

A violation of the substitution rules that occurs when an illegal player (one who
is not entitled to play) is put back into the game.

lllegally Batted Ball

A pitch contacted by the batter: 1) with an illegal bat, 2hveih altered bat, 3)
when one or both feet are on the ground and entirely outside the lines of the
ol GiGSNRa o2E -baticontadk 6r 4fiwhahGiny Part ofeithér foot

is in contact with the plate at the time of bddht contact.

In Flight

Anypitched, batted or thrown ball that has not touched an object, the ground
or a person other than a defensive player.

In Jeopardy

The term indicating that a ball is live and an offensive player may be put out.
Infield

That portion of the field in fair teftory that may be skinned and defended by
the infielders and pitcher.

Infield Fly Rule

When declared by an umpire fair fly ball (not an attempted bunt or a line
drive) that can be caught by an infielder with ordinary effort when runners are
on first andsecond or all three bases are occupied and beforeglae two

outs in the inning. Any defensive player positioned in the infield at the time of
the pitch shall be considered an infielder for the purpose of this rule. The ball
is live, the batter is oy which removes the force, but runners may advance at
their own risk. The runners may tag up and advance as soon as the batted ball
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is touched by a fielder. When a declared infield fly becomes itoigltreated

as a foul ball, not an infield fly.

Infielders

Fielders who defend the normally skinned portion of the field. They include

first, second, third, shortstop, catcher and pitcher.

Inning

a. Portion of the game within which the teams alternate defense and
offense and in which there are three putouts for each team.

b.l FfF LYyyAy3o® 9 OK G(GSFYQa NBALISOGABS
during which one team is on defense and the other team is on offense. A
half inning ends when thers & third out or when, in the last inning, the
winning run is scored.

c. Extra Inning. One or more that extends the game in an attempt to break a
tie score.

Intentional Base on Balls

. Fff F2dzNE A& LidzN1I2asSte GKNBgy (G2 |

Interference

The act of an offnsive player, umpire, coach or spectator that denies the

fielder a reasonable opportunitio play the ball. The act may be unintentional

or intentional and the ball must have been playable.

Leap (Pitcher)

An illegal act in wich the pitcher becomes airlooe on her initial movement

FyR LldzaK FNRBY GKS LAGOKSNDa LXFi{iSo

Line Drive

A foul or fair batted ball that travels parallel to the ground immediately off the

bat, neither dropping to the ground or rising into the air. If caught, it is scored

as an out.

Lineup Card

The card that contains positions, uniform numbers and both first and last

names of all starting players, listed in order in which they are to bat and the

uniform numbers and first and last names of all eligible substitutes. In
addition, it shalinclude the first and last name of the head coach.

Media Coverage

Media, authorized by the Tournament Director, may be allowed on the playing

field. Media may not use tripods or other stationary devices. Should media

personnel accidently come in contagith a live ball, the ball remairiave.

No Pitch

Declaration by an umpire that halts play and nullifies the pitch.

Offense

Team or player at bat attempting to score runs

10



SECTION 4 Definitions

On-Deck Batter

All ondeck baters (offensive player) will occupy the circle behind the batter,
regardless of dugout for safety.

Out

A declaration by the umpire indicating an offensive player has been retired.
Each team is permitted three outs per inning.

Outfield

That portion of faiterritory that is artificial grass or grass surface and typically
defended by the outfielders.

Outfielder

Fielders (typically three) who defend the grass portion of the field between the
normally skinned infield and hora®in fence. They usually incluttee right,

center and left fielder.

Over slide

When sliding, the act of a base runnehich loses contact with a base or

passes it.

Overthrow

A thrown ball that goes beyond its intended target. The ball is live unless it
becomes a blocked ball or it esrs deadball territory.

Pinch Hitter

A player who is inserted into the lineup in the place of the batter. The pinch
hitter will stay in the lineup until she is replaced by another substitute or by the
player for whom she batted.

Pinch Runner

A player vho is inserted into the lineup in the place of a base runner. The
pinch runner will stay in the lineup until she is replaced by another substitute
or by the player for whom she ran.

Pitch

A live ball delivered with a legal underhand motion to the baktetthe pitcher.
Pitcher

The defensive play designated to deliver pitclseto batters.

t AGOKSNR& tA@20 Cc22i

¢KS LAGOKSNDRaE F220 GKFG YFAydlraya 02y
62ReQa ¢SAIAKG FyR LldzaKSa& 2 fafi SILIEdofLyKY (&
the pitch. This same foot drags along the ground during the final phase of the
pitch and is then referred to as the rear or drag foot.

t AGOKSNRa {GNRRS c22i

¢KS LAGOKSNDA F22( GKIG SEGSYyRa T2NBl
deliver the pitch to the batter. It is also referred to as the lead foot.

11



SECTION 4 Definitions

Play

An attempt by a defensive player on a thrown or batted ball to retire a batter

runner or a runner. A pitch is not a play excagtit relates to an appeal play.

Play Ball

The directive given by the umpire to resume play or begin the gdtradso

indicates that the defensive players are in position, the batter is ready to bat

and the pitcher may deliver the pitch.

Protest

A formal inquest into the decision of an umpire.

Quick Pitch

A pitch released with the obvious intention of catching the batter unprepared

to bat or off balance.

Rostered Players for Championship Play

No player will be allowed to be on more than one roster ggphting in

National play in any age or classification.

1  Regional / Area Béctors will have the discretioregarding rostered
players in qualifying tournaments leading to national play within their
region. However, in no case shall the total number ofygles on a roster
exceed a maximum of 20 players.

Run

Theact of an offensive player legally advancing to and touching home plate

without being put out.

Rundown

The act of the defense attempting to put out a base runner who is caught off

base between two omore defensive players and who may either attempt to

return to the previous base or advance to the next base.

Safe

A declaration by the umpire indicating that a runner is not out or has

successfully taken possession of a base and is no longer in jeopardy.

Slap Hit

A batted ball that has been struck with a short, chopping motion rather than

with a full swing. The two most common types of slap hits are:

1. ¢K2aS8S Ay 6KAOK GKS oFGGSNI GF1S8a Nizy
toward the pitcher before makingontact with the pitch.

2. Those in which the batter takes her stance as if to bunt but then either
drives the ball into the ground with a quick, short swing or punches it
over the infield.

Starter

The first nine or 10 playe(# DP is used) listed on thediup card given to the

umpire before the start of the game. Each starter is entitled to be replaced and

re-enter one time, as long as she assumes her original position in the batting
order.

12



SECTION 4 Definitions

NOTE: Fastatistical purposes, the starting pitcher is the player who throws the
first pitch of the game. If not a starter, she does not haventey rights

Strike
Any pitch that either is swung at by the batter and missed or enters the strike
zone without fist touching the ground. A strike also may be called by the
dzZYLIANB F2NJ GKS oFddSNRna FFEAftdz2NB (2 Sy
Strike Zone
The area above honate between the top of the knees and the bottom of
GKS ol GGSNDRa & SNiérdrxurabdatbng stande SWHerithiedzY
top of the ball is on or within the horizontal plane and either side of the ball is
on or within the vertical plane of the strike zone, a strike is called unless the
ball touches the ground before reaching home plat
Substitute
A player not listed on the lineup as a starter, but who may legally replace one
of the first 9 or 10 players (if DP is used) listed on the lineup card submitted to
the umpire before the start of the game.
Tag
The act of a defensive player.

a. Touching a base with any part of the body while holding the ball firmly and

securely in the gloved hand or iy or
b. Touching a runner with the ball while securely held in the gloved hand or
hand.

Time
An expression used by the umpire to temporarily suspplay. The ball is
dead, until the umpire indicates the resumption of play.
Turn at Bat
¢KS OlAazy 2F SyGdSNAy3I GKS ol GdSNDa
runner or being substituted for while at bat.
Umpires
The individuals hired to rule gulays in the game. They are a plate umpire and
one, two or three base umpires.
Unreported Player
A player who has a legal right to enter oraeter the game or change
defensive positions, but has not been reported to the umpire before her
participation.
Visiting Team
The team that starts the game at bat. (Offense)

o

13



SECTION@QFIELD OF PLAY

The following information regarding the field specifications and the playing
facilities applies to all competition. In some casegctfications applicable to
hosting a national event may follow ttsrictest interpretation of a rule.

NOTE: Additional criteria may be requested as well.

2.1 Backstop

A backstop is required . It should be a minimum distance of 25 feet and a
maximum distane of 30 feet from home plate. Itis recommended that the
backstop not extend over the playing field and be vertical. If the structure is
brick or cement, it is recommended that it be padded.

2.2 Base, Pitching, Fence Distances

Division Bases  Pitching Min. Fence Max. Fence
8uU c nQ Coach Pitch MpnQ HHpPpQ
10U cnQ opQ MpnQ HHpPQ
12U cnQ nnQ MT p Q HHpPQ
14U cnQ nnQ HnnQ HHpPQ
16U cnQ nnQ HnnQ HHpPQ
16UEltec nQ noQ HnnQ HHpPQ
18U cnQ nnQ 2N noRnnQ HHpPQ
18UEltec nQ noQ HnnQ HHpPpQ

2.3 Bases / First (Doul), Second and Third
231¢KS R2dzotS FANHG o010aS 6AF dz&ASRO &K
onér YIRS 2F adzAdlotS NHz2OoSNAT SR
and half white. The orange is over foul territory and the white is over fair
territory and is securely anchored to the grourdOTE: if the field is
equipped with a double basH, MUST BE USED.

2.3.2 Second and third bases shall be a suitable rubberized material or canvas
bags securely anchored to the ground. Each bag shall be 15 inches
square, filled with soft material to a thickness of 3 to 5 inches. A release
type base may be used. Bases may have tapered edges.

2.4 _ It (i ( S NXpational2ifei@vin)
¢KS ol GGSNDa 02ESa akKlff 88 ¢ AYyOKS
feet by 7 feet, vith one on each side of home plate. The front line of each
box shall be 4 feet in front of a line drawn through the center of home
plate. The four lines must be drawn, if used.

25 [ I GOKSNDE . 2E 62LIiA2yLEfS AT RNIGYO
¢KS O GOKSND& o0 2gthfromKhe fedr outsifle cornes 8fS (i A
GKS ol GGSNDa 02ES& |yR akKlftf 0S8 y 7
The lines must be drawn, if used.

14



SECTION@QFIELD OF PLAY

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

[ 21 OKQ& . 2ES34

9 OK <bhdxskaki® marked lwo lines. The firstis a line 15 feet
long drawn parallel to and 8 feet from the first and third baselines
extended from the back edge of the bases toward home plate. The
second linds 3 feet long drawn perpendicular to the end of the 15 foot
line clesest to home plate

Dugouts

During play, no one except players, managers, coaches, trainers and
scorekeepers shall occupy the dugout. All dugout participants must be in
their bench area or bullpen and remain there until the side has been
retired or the bdl is dead. This excludes the-dack batter, batter, base
coaches, base runners and the nine defensive players. It is recommended
that all dugouts be enclosed at each end and at the rear. Each dugout
should be able to accommodate all players and tearspnnel. Itis
recommended that each dugout be located on the sideline boundaries at
a point equal distance from first base and home plate and third base and
home plate, respectively.

Fences

It is highly recommended that the playing field be completelglesed by
permanent side line and horaein fences that are 4 foot in height.
Temporary homeun fences should be secured so as not to collapse on
and displace the foul pole. Out of bounds line shall be used to define
deadball areas for unfenced fiedcthat may be utilized.

Field of Play

Infields may be utilized that have skinned, artificial grass or natural grass
areas. The outfields should be a natural grass consistency, when possible.

2.10 Foul Poles

The foul pole extends vertically upward from the fboe at the point it
intersects the fence and should be plastic, wood or metal. The foul pole
should be outside or attached to, but not inside the fence. The pole
should be a minimum of 10 feet in height. To enhance the visibility of a
ball leaving thdield of play near the pole, it is recommended that a
screening be attached to the fair side of the pole. The width of this
screening should be a minimum of six inches and should extend from the
top of the pole downward to the top of the fence.

NOTE: Aield that does not have a horrein fence shall not have a foul pole.

2.11 Ground Rules

Special conditions for play may be adopted for local groutesrby the
tournament director. The home plate umpire shall enforce the local
ground rules that have been edilished by the tournament director.
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2.12 Home Plate
A fivessided slab of whitened rubber or other suitable material shall
comprise home plate. The measurements shall be 8 ¥ inches long on the
sides ad 17 inches wide on the edge facing the pitcher, which is parallel
2 GKS LAGOKSNDa LXIFiSo ¢tKS aAaRSa
measure 12 inches in length.
Home plate shall be set in fair territory. With the-thich edge facing
the pitcher, the two 12inch edgewill coincide with the foul lines
extending from home plate to third base and to first base.
Home plate shalbe secured in the ground artave top edges thadre
beveled. Home plate should be set level with the ground surface
2.13 Infield
Allowing for natural surface drainage, the infield shall be level. It is
recommended that the entire playing fielib graded one perceritom
iKS SR3IS 2F G(KS LAGOKSNDR& Y22dzyR 2
2.14 Layout
Refer to the drawingst®wn on the official diagram page for the layout of
the playing field.
2.15 Lines
All lines on the playing field shall be marked with fmmning material
that is not harmful to the eyes or skin, or chalk. Caustic material or lime
of any kind is prohibitedLines should be marked 2 to 4 inches in width.
The outside edge of first and third base lines and their extensions should
correspond with the outside edge of third and first base.
2.16 Nonregulation Field
Checking the playing field to be sure all igdéisthe responsibility of the
umpires. The umpires should make every effort to obtain the correct
dimensions. Nomegulation fields, in which a game has been started,
shall not be protested for this reason.
NOTE: If a pitching or base distance is fourttetncorrect, correct and
continue without penalty.
2.17 Onrdeck Circle
The ondeck circle shall measure 5 feet in diameter and shall be
designated for the next batter to warmap. Ondeck circles are located to
the side and away from home plate.
218t A G OK@aNDE [/ A
¢KS LAGOKSNDaE OANDES &Kkttt oS Fy N
radius). This area is drawn from the center of the front edge of the
LIAGOKSNDE LXFGSo
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219t AGOKSNDa tfl4dS
¢ KS LI ( Oshdl mEraurel2t ihckieS long and 6 inches wide
rectangle and be a slab or whitened rubber or other suitable material.
The plate shall be fixed in the ground and level with the ground surface.
¢KS ySIENBNI SRIS 27F (KS LIihé GaskPoidd &
of home plate.

220wdzy Y SND& [y $

LJt

¢KS NHzyySNR& tlyS aKz2dZ R 6S alAyySF

distance between home plate and first base where the battemer

Ydza G Nizy G2 | @2AR AYGSNFSNAYy3InsgAGK

ball. It is bounded by a 3ot line drawn in foul territory parallel to and
3 feet from the first base line, beginning at a point halfway between
home plate and the back edge of first base.

2.21 Scoreboard Scorebook
A visible display of score is recoranded. It is recommended that a
system shows balls, strikes, outs and score. It should be easily visible by
spectators and both teams. Scoreboards should not be placed directly in
the field of vision by the batter.
The official scorebook will be thegponsibility of the home team, unless
designated differently prior to the beginning of the ganihe umpire
AKIFff O2yadzZ d AGK GKS a2FFAOAIE
substitutions prior to making his/her final decision.

2.22 Sideline Territory
It is recommended that the unobstructed area betwetbe backstop and
home plate and from the saline to the baseline be 280 fod distance
This should be extended down the line as deep as the home run fence.

17
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SECTION @Equipment and Uniforms

The IFA, Independent Fastpitch Association, is responsible for establishing the
official playing rules for the sport. The IFA is not responsible for approving and
testing playing equipment.

Manufacturers of equipment have undeken the responsibility for the
improvement and development of playing equipment that meets weight and
size pecifications. The IFA supports independent testing agencies and/or to
take necessary steps to ensure the production of safe products by
manufactrers. The IFA does not certify the safety of any softball equipment.
Only the equipment that meets the specifications of NCAA may be used in IFA
competition.

Development of new equipment, technical or scientific standards for testing
equipment or the approval/disapproval of specific playing equipment is not the
responsibility of the IFA. However, IFA does reserve the right to establish
weight/size criteria and minimum/maximum performance restrictions.

All equipment used in competition should bea nature cenmonly available
to the general publithrough retailers.Protective equipment and uniforms
must be worn properly and defective equipment must be replaced or repaired
immediately.

3.1Ball

The redstitched 12 inch ball, yellow optic coveritiva COR of .47 and 3B5

Max compression, shall be used in all IFA play. The 10 and Under division shall
use a reestitch 1kinch ball, yellow optic cover, with a COR of .47, shall be used
in IFA play.

3.2 Batsg Game
Bat standards will be defined IRA as those defined by the NCAA.

EFFECGLFY | ol GGSNJ SyiSNa GKS ol diSNDa o
not meet NCAA specifications), upon discovery, the bat shall be removed

from the game (i.e., not returned to the dugout) the batter shall bedared

2dzi FyR o061l &S NHzyySNBR aKkff y234 I RAFyO
with an altered bat (one that enhances performance by being structurally
changed); the penalty for an illegal bat shall be imposed, in addition, to the

batter being ejeted from the game.

3.3 Batsc Warm-up
The warmup bat must have a minimum barrel diameter of 2 inches and weigh

no less than 39 ounces. The bat shall have a safety gip iiches from the
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knob that is securely affixed and be a epiece construction. No attachments
0ASdr R2ydziazr Flyazr SiOo0 IINB ff2sSR
SwingSock attachments.
EFFECg The presence of an illegal attachment or bat in the-deck circé
AKFEt NBadZ G Ay GKS Sl dzieldf fyitedio NBY2 J
the dugout) and the player shall be warned. Should the illegal attachment or
bat re-appear in the ondeck circle, the coach shall be ejected.
3.4Casts / Splints / Braces / Prdstses
Casts, splints, braces and prostheses may be worn by players as long as the
equipment is welpadded to protect not only her opponents, but also the
affected player.Any such appliance with exposed pins, sharp edges, rivets or
any form of externaldstener that would present a danger, must be properly
padded.
35/ F G OKSNDa 91jdza LIYSy i
1ttt OF GOKSNRA Ydz&a G 6 S| NJ-ihthrvak piotectas, A G K |
NOCSAC, approvéddy protector,shin guardsvhich offer protection to at
least the kneea foot area anchelmet with ear flaps An attachable throat
protector shall be unaltered, securely attached and commercially
manufactured.
NOTE: Players receiving wanm pitches off the field of play (deddll area,
bullpen)must wear a mask with a tbat protector. If warming up within the
playing field area, a spottgplayer/coach) must be utilized.
EFFECG Violator(s) shall be warned by the umpire. If the violator(s) does not
immediately comply, they shall not be allowed to catch or receive waup
pitches for the remainder of the game; however, they shall not be ejected.
3.6 Gloves/Mitt
All players, except the catcher, must use a leather mitt/glove that meets the
following maximum specifications: Palm width: 8 inches; highest finger top to
bottom: 14 inches; top opening of web: 5 inches; web top to bottom: 7 ¥
inches; thumb top to bottom edge: 9 ¥% inches.

The catcher may wear a leather glove or leather mitt of any dimension.
Gloves and mittsnay not be the color of the ball, however, may be a
O2Yo0AYyl A2y 2F 20KSN) O2f 2NRAO® ¢KS LA
grey, or any combination of those colors.
EFFECJ The umpire shall direct the fielder to remove the glove/mitt, if
noticed before a play. If the illegal glove/mitt reappesrthe offending player
shall be ejected.

The offensive coach has the choice of taking the resulting play or having the
play nullified, if a play is made with the illegal glove/mitt. If nullified, the
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batter returns to bat, the runners return to the bases occupied at the time of

the last pitch and play is resumed/continued.

3.7 Helmets

a. Offense While in the ondeck circle, batting or running the bases, each
offensive player is required to weardoubleearflap protective helmet with
a face mask. Youth plag@mho occupy first or third as coaches, must also
comply with this requirementNOCSAE stamp required

EFFECJIf an umpire observes a player wearing an illegal or damaged helmet

while at bat, coming to bat or while on base, the umpire shall direct the

player to change, without penalty, to a legal helmet. Failure to wear a legal
helmet, when directed by the umpire, shall result in the ejection of the
player.

Intentionally removing thehelmet while actively running the bases or
deliberately wearing a helmet improperly shall result in the player being
declared out, but shall not remove a force play. The ball remains.li
b. Defense A helmet or facemask may be worn by a defensive plaifea

pitcher wears a helmet, it must be a ngitossy finish.

c. Face mask An offensive player may wear a helmet with a commercially
manufactured protective face mask attached. The face mask mest
NOCSAE standards for the mask and helmet combinatidrmust be
permanently attached by the manufacturer or attached by a procedure
approved by the manufacturer.

3.8 Jewelry

Players are prohibited from wearing exposed jewelry. Medical alert

bracelets/medals or religious jewelry may be visibly worn, heergt must be

covered

EFFECqIf an umpire detects a player wearing jewelry, other than what is

allowed, the umpire shall direct the player to remove it. A player ejection

will occur if the player fails to remove the jewelry when directed by the
umpire.

3.9 Shoes

Players must wear shoes with nylon, canvas, plastic, leather or synthetic

material uppers. The soles may havé so hard rubber cleats or be smooth.

Shoes with detachable/removable cleats that screw into the sole of the shoe

are allowed. Rehing toes are allowed for all players, as long as the pitching

toes are securely fastened.

Metal cleats are prohibited in all age divisions and classifications with the
SEOSLIiAzYy 27F (i K@GE6 &i8)M&al dehitd dieSlloed B thé A 2 v &
LC! {SyA2N &8ONY FoarnamentDirdcthrviilEdateryine
Elite Division status dheir tournaments.
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EFFECTIf a player(s) is observed using metal cleats iNen-9 f A Gg&men o Q
the player& headcoach will be ejected from the game.

Note: The game/penalty begins at the conclusion of the coaches meeting at
home plate.

3.10 Uniforms

All eligible players should be attired with uniforms of the same color, style and

trim, when pssible. Exception:A player should not be penalized when a part

of her uniform must be changed because of factors out of her control.

a. Coaches should be neatly attired.

b. Inclement WeatherGear: Sweat shirts, pants, nylon windbreakers and
jackets may be arn, if the weather permits.

c. Head Wear: If worn, headbands, caps and visors must be worn properly and
may be mixed.

d. Jersey: All uniform jerseys must have a whole number betwe2®, 0
inclusive on the back. Players on the same team may not wear duplicate
numbers. If duplicate numbers exist, one of the players must change their
jersey or only one player may be in the game at a tilkambers @ may
have a zero in front of the number, however, this additional zero only
highlights the original number. (EX and 00 =0/5 and 05 = 5). Only one
single digit number with or without a zero in front may be used.

e. Shin/Knee Pads: Shin and Knee pads are permitted and colors may be
mixed.

f. Shorts / Pants: Uniforms may be shorts, pants or combination of both.

g. Undershirts/undershorts (Sliders)If worn, they must be worn as intended
by the manufacturer (not slit, torn or frayed)

EFFECJA player with a uniform violation will be removed from the game

until the correction is made.
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The defensive team is the team in the field and its objective is to prevent the
offensive players from becoming base runners and advancing around the
bases.

The offensive team is the team at bat and its objectivte isave its batters
become base runners and its runners advance legally, touching all bases
(including home plate) without being put out. Each time this is done, a run is
scored.

When three offensive players are put out, a Ralfing has been playecd
the teams change from defense to offense and offense to defense,
respectively.

4.1 Scoring of Runs

1) The objective of the game is to score more runs than its opponent. At the
conclusion of the game, the winner of the game shall be the team that has
scored, m accordance with these les, the greater number of runs.

2) Each time a runner legally touches first, second, third and home plate before
the third out of aninningshall be recorded as one run.

3) No run shall be scored if the third out of an inning is theuieof:

a) A batterrunner being called out before reaching first base or any other
runner forced out due to the batter becoming a batiemner.

b) A runner being put out by a tag or limall appeal play before the lead
runner touches home plate.

c) A precedingunner being declared out on an appeal play.

Note: An appeal can be made after the third out in order to nullify a run.

This is also sometimes referred to as a fourth out.
4.2 Game Winner

The team that scores more runs in a regulation game is the winnéeof t

game.

1) The score of a called regulation game shall be the score at the end of the last
complete inning, unless the home team has scored an equal number or
more runs than the visiting team in the incomplete inning. In this case, the
score shall be thatfche incomplete inning.

2) The score of a regulation tie game shall be the tie score when the game is
terminated

3) The score of a forfeited game shall be recorded-@siryfavor of the team
not at fault.

4.3 Starting the Game
The game begins when both teams agady to play and on the field and
GKS LI GS dzYLIANB aAdaylfax atfl e
4.4 Positions of the Offensive Team
The offensive team:
1) Must follow the original batting order throughout the game.
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2) May position baseoach in the coaches boxes at third and first base during
its time at bat.
adzald 1 SSLI Fff LISNE2YyYySt SEOSLI- GKS o
deck batter in the dugout, deablall area or bullpen while the ball is in play.
4) Must not position any coads or uniformed team members near or behind
home plate, or behind the backstop while the pitcher is pitching to the
batter or throwing warmup pitches.
5) May not take warraup swings on the field of play with the exception of the
batter (provided they areodt A RS G KS o (i ( SdedRBatted 2 EO |
(provided they are in the cdeck circle).
EFFECT (4.4.4)& (4.4.5)¢ The umpire shall warn the offender, and if the
violator does not immediately move away, the individual shall be ejected
from the game.
4.5 Postions of the Defensive Team
During or at the start of a game, all players of the defensive team, except
the catcher, must be in fair territory while the ball is put in play.
1) Pitcher: The pitcher is considered to be in the pitching position when the
catcter is in position to receive the pitch and the pitcher puts both feet on
0KS LAGOKSNRE LXFGS® ¢KS LAGOKSNI YU
LAGOKSNRE LX I GS éAlK2dzi o0SAy3 Ay LkRa
the pitching position, withop A 1 K2 dzi G(KS ol ff 3 gKSy y
2)/ I G§OKSNY 2 KSy GKS LIAGOKSNI adSLia 2y
0KS LAGOKET GKS OFGOKSN) Ydzad 06S Ay GK
3) Outfielders/Infielders: All outfielders and infielders must be in fair teryi
FNRY GKS GAYS GKS LIAGOKSNI aiSLia 2y
LA G OK @ b2 LINL 2F GKS FTAStRSNDRa 7
pitch is released
EFFECT (4.5.1)g (4.5.3)¢ lllegal Pitch (see Rule-8)
4)  While the ball isn play, all personnel except the nine defensive players
on the field must remain in the bullpen, dugout or deball area.
4.6 Team in Field First
The designated home team shall take their positions in the field at the
start of the game and shall be the lasam to bat in an inning.
4.7 Live Ball
2 KSy GKS dzYLIANB OFfta atfleéextfl @
ball remains in play and live untf,2 NJ £ S31+t O dz&8§ 2 NJ |

|.
(]
G¢AYS2dzik5SIR . Fffke¢AYSZE adzaLISYRAY

l.:.l
$S
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4.8 Delayed Dead Ball
1) A delayed dead ball is a ball that remains in play and live even though a

violation has occurred and been recognized by the umpire (through a
delayed dead ball signal). At theckaf the playing action the umpire shall
OFfft a¢AYS2dzik¢AYSzZé (GKS olFff 06S02YS
regarding the rules infraction.
2) Under the following circumstances, a delayed dead ball is called:
a) Obstruction by the catcher
b) lllegal Pitch
c) Field Obsuction
d) Interference by the plate umpire
e) Detached equipment interference with a thrown or batted ball.
4.9 Dead Ball
1) A ball out of play is a dead ball. It may have become ruled dead or blocked.
2) While the ball is dead, no player may be put out, no bases reayiband
no runs may be scored, except that runners may advance one or more bases
as the result of:
a) Acts that occurred while the ball was live (such as, but not limited
to, an illegal pitch, obstruction, an overthrow, interference, a home
run or other far ball hit out of the playing field); or
b) As aresult of a deadall appeal.
3) Each runner must return to her base between pitches and after a dead ball.
A runner who must return to a base while the ball is dead need not touch
intervening bases.
4.10 Resumption ad Suspension of Play
NDa¢cAYS2dzik ¢AYSE akKlif 0S8 aadaylrftSR | yR
play. The umpire holds up a hand instructing the pitcher not to pitch until
the catcher, batter and umpire are ready. The ball is dead and no other play
shald§ +ft26SR dzydAf G(KS dzYLIANB 26 SNA

A A AR
a) ¢KS dzYLIANB akKhtf y2id OFft a¢AYS2
completed.

Exception: When necessary, to protect an injured player, the umpires may
suspend play immediately.
b) CodKSa FyR LXII&8SNEH ¢gAfft y2d4 6S 3N
an obvious delay of game tactic.
c) ¢KS dzYLIANB akKhkff y20 OFrtt a¢AYS2
the batterrunner has stopped at first base and each other runner
forced to advance has gtped at her next base.
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2)! NUzyySNE ¢6K2 Aa (2dzOKAy3 | o6l asS 6KS
advance nor returtio her previous basduring the suspension of play.

3) If the pitcher pitches while the urdA NB A& &dz&A LISy RAy 3 LI |
be declared.

4) After a dead ball, play resumes when the pitcher takes her place on the
LAGOKSNRAa LXFGES 6AGK GKS oltf Ay KSN
box, all runners have reoccupied the base tbegupied at the time of the
LAGOK yR GKS dzZYLIANB aArdylfazr atfl @

a) The pitcher must allow sufficient time for the runner to return to her
base.

EFFECT: When the runner is not given sufficient time to return to a base, they

will not be called out forbeing off base before the pitcher releases the ball.

¢KS dzZYLIANB akKltf RSOtFNBZ b2 tAlOK®DE

5) The base runner isbligated to return to her base without undue delay.

EFFECT: After allowing sufficient time for the runner to retouch at the end of

playing acton, the umpire shall declare the runner out.

4.11Conferences

1) Charged defensive conference

a) There may be a maximum of thr@harged defensive conferences per
game. When a defensive conference has been charged, the plate
umpire shall notify the head coach acting head coachThe plate
dzYLIANB akKlff NBO2NR (KS AyyAy3a Ay
up card. A charged defensive conference ends when the team
coach/representative crosses the foul line.

EFFECg The fourth, and each additional chargeohference in a seven inning

game, or for any charged conference in excess of one per inning in an extra

inning game, shall result in the removal of the pitcher from the pitching

position for the remainder of the gamélhe removed pitcher can play another

position on defense, but cannot pitch agaiffithe pitcher returns to the

pitching position after being removed and one pitch has been thrown, the

pitcher is ejected from the game.

2) The following are not charged defensive conferences:

a) Requesting a suspsion of play in order to remove the pitcher from
the pitching position (provided the umpire is informed of the charge
before the representative steps over the foul line) or to make a
defensive substitution.

b)  Shouting instructions to the defense from the dug without
requesting a suspension of play.

c) Requesting a suspension of play for an obviously incapacitated
player.
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d) Conferring with the defense during a charged offensive conference
and being ready tolpy once the umpirénstructs the offensive
Sty aqtfle Ittt k ttleos

e) Requesting a suspension of play in order to attend to a potentially
injured or sick player. An umpire must supervise the process.

f)  Requesting a suspension of play for a defensive playarake an
equipment change.

3) Charged offensive conference.

a) There may be a maximum of one charged offensive conference per
inning. The plate umpire shall notify the acting head coach or head
coach when an offensive conference has been charged. The plate
umpire shall record the inning in which it occurred and make note
2% G 2y GKS GSIyQa tAySdzl OF NR®

EFFECT: The umpire shall not permit more than one offensive conference per
inning. A coach, who defies an umpire by holding another charged
conference, shalbe ejected.

b) The following are not charged offensive conferences:

i) Requesting a suspensiofplay in order to make a change in
the offensive lineup.

if) Shouting instructions to the offense without requesting a
suspension of play

iii) Conferring with the offensduring a charged defensive
conference and being ready to play once the umpire instructs
iKS RS¥SyairgsS Sty atfle .I¢tf

NOTE: If the offensive team is not ready to play, they are in jeopardy of being
charged with an offensive conference.

iv) Requesting suspensiorof play in order to attend to a
potentially injured or sick player. An umpire must supervise
the process.

v) Requesting a suspension of play for an obviously incapacitated
player.

vi) Requesting a suspension of play for a runner to put on a
sweatslirt / jacket.

vii) Requesting a suspension of play for a runner or batter to make
an equipment change.

4.12 Reqgulation Game
1) Seven innings shall be a regulation game, unless:
a) The game is extended because of a tie score.
b) The game is shortened because:
i) The umpire callthe game.
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i) The home team needs none or only part of its half of the
seventh inning to score more runs than the visiting team
c) ltis aregulation game when the umpire terminates play by calling,
GDFY¥SOLFE K2¢9SOSNE | GSIY gAaKSa
the final play of the game, it must immediately inform the umpire of
that intent.
d) Free substitutions, speedp or any other optional rules may not be
used.

Exception For tournament play with #ame limit, fewer than seven innings

may be played, but at least four innings must be played, when the mercy rule is

in effect and at least five innings must be played when no mercy rule is used, in

order for the game to be considered regulation. Afiuk innings need not be
played if the team second at bat scores more runs in four andhatieinnings

than the team first at bat has scored in five complete innings.

4.13 Tie Breaker Rule
If, after the completion of seven innings (or a time limit has expioéd)
play, the score is tied, the following tlreaker may be used to determine
a winner.

1) Starting with the top of the next inning, and each kalfing thereafter, the
offensive team shall begin its turn at bat with the player scheduled to bat
ninth in that halfinning being placed on second base (e.qg., if the No. 5 batter
is the leadoff batter, the No. 4 batter in the batting order will be placed on
second base). A substitute may be inserted for the runner for scoring.

2) Whether or not the tie breaker peedure will be used, and when it shall be
invoked, must be determined at the pgame meeting. Use of the tie
breaker rule also can be determined by tournament policy.

4.14Called Game

1) The plate umpire shall declare a regulation called game if, afteofimeore
innings have been completed, she/he terminates play (i.e., lightning, rain,
darkness, fire, panic or other causes that place the fans/players in danger).
The score shall be that of the last equal inning played, except that in the
following circumstances, the score of the game shall be the total number of
runs that each team has scored:

a) If the home team has scored more runs at the end of its fourth inning
than the visiting team has scored in their five offensive-fmaifngs.

b) If the home team hascored, in an unequal number of innings, more
runs than the visiting team.

c) If the home team is at bat when the game is called and has scored in
the incomplete inning the same number of runs or more runs than
the visiting team.
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d) If ateam is ahead by twelve or more runs after three innings, eight or
more runs after five innings.

2) After a conference with the tournament official(s), the game may be called
at any time due to crowd behavior, facility problemrsother causes that
place the patrons or players in danger.

NOTE: If a game is delayed due to inclement weather, a facility problem, etc., a

reasonable amount of time (not less than 30 minutes) must elapse before the

game is called.

4.15 Halted Game

1) A halted game shall be declared by the plate umpire, if play must be
temporarily suspended with the intent that it will resume at some later date
or time. When play resumes after having been temporarily suspended, it
must start at exactly the point of being hedt. The batting orders and line
ups of both teams must be exactly the same as they were, subject to the
rules of substitution, and any player who played or was announced as a
substitute before the game was halted must be in the lineup when play
resumes obe ineligible for the remainder of the game.

2) Whether or not the halted game rule will be used must be determined at the
pre-game meeting. Use of the halted rule also can be determined by
tournament policy.

NOTE: If the halted game rule is not utilizedame stoppage with the score

tied is considered a regulation tie game, not a halted game and may not be

resumed

4.16 Forfeited Game

1) A forfeited game shall be declared by the umpires in favor of the team not
at fault in the following cases:

a) If, after the gane has begun, one side refuses to play.

b) If a team is orsite, but refuses to begin a game which is scheduled or
FaaA3ySR 6AGKAY FAGS YAydziSa | Fi4S
tf 1 &¢é3 dzyt S aappeating®min commierdihgthe gaing is
unavddable.

c) If, after play has been suspended by the umpire, one side fails to
NBadzyS LI Fe gAGKAY (62 YAydziSa ¥
K tfleopé¢

d) If, after warning by the umpire, any one of the rules of the game is
persistently and willfully violad.

e) If ateam employs tactics obviously designed to shorten or delay the
game.

f) If, because of the removal of players from the game by the umpire or
for any cause, there are fewer than eight players on the team.
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g) If the order for the removal of a player, team personnel or coach is
not obeyed in a timely manner and a final-6€cond forfeit warning
has been issued and has elapsed.
h) If an ejected player is discovered to be participating again.
2) The score of $orfeited game shall be-0 in favor of the team not at fault.
NOTE: All game umpires must agree in order to declare a forfeited game.
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5.1 Appeals
1) An appeal is a rulealation or play on which the umpire does not make a

ruling until requested by a player or coach.
2) Submitting an inaccurate linep card does not constitute an appeal or
LSyrftidesxs GKS aO02NNBOG yR 02y idAydzsS N
3) The following may be appealed:

a) Missing a base.

b) Batting out of order.

c) Attempting to advance to second base after making the turn at first
base.

d) Leaving a base on a caught fly ball before the ball is touched first.

4) Until put out, a runner is assumed safe. A runner is safe, if a prppeah
is not made.

a) If arunner misses home plate and the catcher misses or makes no
attempt to tag the runner, the umpire shall make a safe signal and
RSOt FNB ab2 ¢3¢ LT I LINBLISNI I L
runner or plate before the runner retus to the plate, the runner
shall be declared out.

b) If a runner passes first base before the throw arrives, she is
considered to have touched the base unless an appeal play is made
before she returns to first base

5) Appeals may be requested when the batiésd (out of play) or live (in
play).

a) Liveball appeal:

i) A liveball appeal is made by touching the base the runner missed
or left before a fly ball was first touched or by tagging the
runner who committed the violation, provided she is still on the
playing field, and indicating to the umpire what is being
appealed (if necessary).

i) Runners may advance during the Hvall appeal play.

iii) A liveball appeal can be made after a play on a runner.

iv) When the ball goes out of play, a lieall appeal cannot be
made.

b) Deadball appea:

i) Once the ball is dead, a coach or fielder (with or without the
ball) may ask the umpire to make a decision on the appealed
play.

ii) Runners may not advance as the ball remains dead until the
next pitch.
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iii) When the ball goes out of play, the debdll appeal cannot be

made until the umpire places a new ball into the game.

iv) If the pitcher has possession of the ball and is in contact with

the pitching plate when making a verbal appeal, regéll pitch
is called.

V2 KSy aattre . Ftté Kra o60SSy RSOt
pitcher, coach or a fielder then requests an appeal, the umpire
g2dzf R | 1Sy IOFR I tatehdy G KS | LIISI ¢

6) Appeals may be made after the third out.

7) Appeals must be ade:

a) Before the next pitch, legal or illegal

8) More than one appeal may be made at a time, however, each appeal must

be completed before the next appeal will be considered.

9) A runner may not return to touch a missed base or onettaitsoon on a

caught fly fall if:

a) She has left the field of play

b) A following runner has scored

c) They are standing on a base beyond the base they left too soon and
G¢AYS2dzi k ¢AYS¢é KFra 0SSy OFtfSR
dead.

10) With regard to the scoring of runs:

a) If there ae two outs beforehe appeal on a runner, the appeal
becoming the third out, no runners followirige appealed out shall
score.

b) If the appeal is a forced third out, no runners preceding or following
the appealed out shall score.

Notes:

i) If a forced runnerafter touching the next base, retreats for any
reason toward the base they had last occupied, the force play is
reinstated and they may again be put out if the defense tags the
base to which they were forced.

ii) There cannot be a force out if the batter da®t become a

batter-runner or runner.

11) If a runner leaves a base too soon on a caught fly ball and returns in an
attempt to retag, this is considered a timing play and not a force out. If
the appeal is the third out, all runs scored by the runner inaate of the
appealed runner and scored ahead of the legal appeal would count.

12) An appeal may be made after the third out in order to nullify a run.

EXAMPLEWiIth one out and runners on first and third, the batter hits a fly ball

that is caught. Each ruenleaves the base before the caught ball is touched.

An appeal is made at first base for the third out. The defensive team then
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makes an appeal at third base. The runner on third then will be cetlaut
also and the run will not count.

5.2 Protests

1) Protests shall be allowed in the following cases:

a.
b.
c.

Failure to apply the correct rule to a situation.
Failure to impose the correct effect for a given violation.
Misapplication of a playing rule.

2) Protess wil not be allowed on judgment calls
3) Protest protocol should involve the following steps:

a.

b.

The coach shall immediately (before the next pitch) notify the plate
umpire of his/her intent to protest.

If the game ends (legal contest) in a situation that barprotested,

the offended team must immediately inform the umpire of its intent to
protest.

. The plate umpire shall in turn notify the opposing head coach, official

A02NB1SSLISNI YR G2dNY I YSyid RANBOU?

. If the protest occurs in a tonament, which has the process for an-on

site protest resolution, the protest shall be ruled on before play
resumes.
i. Onsite protest committee shall be determined by the tournament
director at his/her discretion.

4) Decisions rendered on a protested game nmestult in one of the
following:

a.

b.

The protest is considered invalid and the game can resume or the
game score stands as played.

The protest is considered valid, the decision will be corrected and the
game will resume from the point of correction.

. The progst for participation by ameligible player is determined to be

valid, and the offending team shall remove tieligibleplayer from

the tournamentand the head coach for themainder of thatgame.

The offending team will therg 02 NNB Ol FwitiRolapftoni i A Y dzS
the point of protest.
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6.1Players on a Team

1) A team must have the required number of players present in the dugout or
team area to start or continue a game.

2) Players listed in thetarting lineup and not available at game time may be
substituted for and reentered later. The players and numbers by which
they are indentified are as follows:

a) Without a designated playegnine positions: pitcher (1), catcher (2),
first baseman (3)econd baseman (4), third baseman (5), shortstop
(6), left fielder (7), center fielder (8), right fielder (9).

Note: A designated player may not be used, if a team begins the game with

nine players.

3) A defensive player is permitted to change to a differéefensive position
at any time. The plate umpire and official scorekeeper need not be
notified.

4) After starting a game with nine players, a team can play shorthanded down
to eight players, for any reason, other than ejection. A shorthanded
position in tte lineup is an automatic out.

5) A game may begin with eight players, however, if another player arrives,
that player must be inserted into the lineup at the ninth batting position.
Whenever a team is playing with only eight players, an out will be taken
when the last position in the batting order appears.

6) Under no circumstances shall a team be permitted to continue a game,
offensively or defensively, with less than eight players.

7) Only players, listed coaches and game personnel will be allowed in the
dugout/field in any IFA event.

6.2 Defense Only (FLEXhd Designated Player (DP)

The following regulations govern the use of a defense only (FLEX) and a

designated player (DP).

1) ¢KS 5t Q&8 dzyAT2NY ydzYoSNI FyR yIYS Ydz
batting pasitions on the linedzLJ O NR ® ¢KS C[9 - Q& dzy
name must be placed in the f(@osition on the lineup card.

2) The DP must remain in the same position in the batting order throughout
the entire game and can only bat/run for the FLEX (no ong.else

3) The DP and FLEX may not be in the batting order at the same time.

4) When the FLEX goes into bat in the DP position, it counts as a substitute for
the DP because she has left the game for the time being.

5) If the DP replaces the FLEX on defense, theuingoes from 10 to 9
players and if the FLEX-eaters, it counts as a charged substitution for
the FLEX and the ling goes back up to 10 players.
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6) The starting DP, once replaced offensively, magmer (return to her
original position in the batting order) one time. If she doegmger, she
must bat/run for the FLEX. She may just play offense for the FLEX or, at
the same time that she plays offense, she may either play defense for the
FLEX or plagefense for another player in the batting order.

6.3 Ejected Player / Coach / Personnel

1) Umpires have the authority to remove a player and/or other team
personnel from further participation in a game for just cause.

2) The directive/order for the removal of@ach, player or team personnel
must be obeyed in a timely manner.

EFFECTIf the directive/order for the removal of a coach, player or team

personnel is not obeyed in a timely manner, a omeinute forfeit warning

shall be issued. If the warning expirea forfeited game shall be declared.

3) An ejected player may remain in the dugout, however, may not
communicate with the umpires or opponents. An ejected coach must
leave digout, playing field and facilignd must not communicate with
umpires or opponents An umpire may also rule a player to leave the
facility.

EFFECTThe ejected player who communicates with umpires or opponents

must leave the site of the competition.

4) Ejected norplaying personnel must leave tlieig-out and playing field and
may not conmunicate further with the umpires or teams. They may
occupy space along the right field and left field foul lines beyond third
base and first base or behind the home run fence, but they may not go
behind the backstop near the bullpens or dugout, or altrginfield
portion of the third and first base lines.

5) An ejected coach or player may not participate in the game again.

EFFECT(4 & 5); If the directive/order for the removal of a coach, player or

team personnel is not obeyed in a timely manner, a omenute forfeit

warning shall be issued. If the warning expires, a forfeited game shall be

declared by the umpire in favor of the team not at fault.

6.4 Starting Player

1) Once a lineup card has been reviewed and submittethéplate umpire,
it becomes offiial.

2) Each starter is entitled to be replaced and teergter the game one time,
as long as she assumes her original position in the batting order.

Exception The FLEX may-fey (i SNJ SAGKSNI Ay (KS RS&air3

position in the batting order or iher original (tenth norbatting) position in

the line-up.
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6.5 Substitute Player

1

2)

Player substitutions shall be governed by the following:

a) When the ball is dead, any player may be substituted fomgttame.

b) At the time a substitute enters the game, the coach of the team making
the substitution shall immediately notify the plate umpire. Projected re
entries are not allowed.

¢) Substitutes shall be considered officially in the game when reported to
the plate umpire.

d)¢KS adzooadAaddziS vdad GF1S GKS LXFOS
line-up card.

e) The plate umpire shall record any substitutions on the-lipecard and
announce immediately, or cause to be announced any such
substitutions.

f) The plate umpe shall report the change to the opposing team and to
the scorer before the next pitch.

g) When two or more substitute players of the defensive team enter the
game at the same time, the coach shall immediately designate to the
home plate umpire the positioga ¥ S+ OK LJ F @ SNJ Ay {(KS$S
order.

h) The batter may be removed before having received a pitch, whether or
not she has completed her turn at bat and whether or not the side has
been retired.

i) Each substitute is entitled to be replaced aneerger thegame one
time as long as they assume their original position in the batting order.

Pitcher Substitutions shall be governed by the following:

a) The pitcher may be removed from the pitching position before having
delivered a pitch, whether or not the first tiar facing her has
completed her turn at bat and whether or not the side has been retired.

b) The umpire must remove the pitcher from the pitching position if the
defensive team has already ust allotted three defensive
conferences in a seveinning gameor for any charged conference in
excess of one per inning in an extra inning gaffiee removed pitcher
may not pitch again for the remainder of the game, but may otherwise
participate in the game. If the pitcher returns to the pitching position
after being removed, and one pitch has been thrown, the pitcher is
ejected from the game.

EFFECTA pitcher who is removed by an umpire shall be ejected if they
return to the pitching position and delivers one pitch
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c) Following a pitching change, a relief pitcher may throw no more than
five warmup pitches. Play shall be suspended during that time.
EFFECTA ball shall be awarded to the batter for each warap pitch in
excess of five. Exception: Thisr@dty does not apply if the umpire
delays the start of play for any reason.
d) A pitcher is not entitled to warrup pitches if they return to pitch in
the same half inning of play.
EFFECTA ball shall be awarded to the batter for each warap pitch.
Excepion: This penalty does not apply if the umpire delays the start of
play for any reason.
3) Unreported substitutions shall be governed by the following regulations:
a) If the coach in violation informs the home plate umpire before the
2T FSYRSR (S lther@ia NOpkralfy teGaytiBsS af the
length of time the unreported player was in the game. The
dzy NBLR2 NI SR LI @SN akKlif 88 RSOt N
b) If an unreported player is reported to the home plate umpire by the
opposing team before the pikcis made (legal or illegal); there is NO
LSyltideo ¢KS dzyNBLI2NISR LX &SN a
game.
c) If the unreported player is reported by the defense before the
offensive coach in violation informs the umpire and:

i) A pitch has been throm; but the unreported player still is at bat.

EFFECTThe unreported player is called out and declared officially

in the game. Any advance by the base runners while the

unreported player was at bat is legal.

ii) The unreported player has completed their tuahbat, but the
next pitch (legal or illegal) has not yet been thrown or the pitcher
and all infielders clearly have not vacated their normal fielding
positions and have not left fair territory.

EFFECTThe unreported player is called out and declaredicglly

in the game. Any advance by base runners as a result of the

unreported player becoming a battebaserunner is nullified and

outs are also nullified.

iii) The unreported player has completed their turn at bat, but a
pitch (legal or illegal) has beémrown to the next batter, or the
pitcher and all infielders clearly have vacated their normal
fielding positions and have left fair territory.

EFFECTIf on base, the unreported player is called out and

declared officially in the game. Any adnce by lase runners while
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the unreported player was at bat or due to her becoming a batter

runner is legal.

d) If the unreported player is reported by the offense before the
defensive coach in violation infosrtthe umpire; and

i) The unreported player has made a play, but the next pitch (legal
or illegal) has not yet been thrown, the pitcher and all infielders
clearly have not vacated their normal fielding positions and have
not left fair territory, or it is thedst play of the game and the
umpires have not yet left the field.

EFFECTThe unreported player is declared officially in the game.

The offensive team has the option of taking the result of the play

or having the last batter return and assume the ball @ustrike

count they had before the report of the unreported player with

each runner returning to the base legally occupied at the time of

the last pitch.

i) The unreported player has made a play and the next pitch (legal
or illegal) has been thrown or the plier and the infielders have
clearly vacated their normal fielding positions and have left fair
territory.

EFFECTThe unreported player is declared officially in the game

and the play will stand. In addition, each runner on base at the

time of the repott is awarded one base.

iii) The unreported player has not made a play and the next pitch

(legal or illegal) has been thrown.
EFFECTThe unreported player is declared officially in the game
and all play will stand.
Notes
a) If an unreported player is also dlegal player, the penalty for an
illegal player applies.
b) Violation of the unreported player rule may be reported to the umpire
at any time.
4) Injured player substitutions shall be governed by the following regulations:
a) Substitutes for an injured player muse allowed adequate time to
warm-up. Play shall be suspended during the time.
b) If an injury to a runner or batterunner prevents them from
proceeding to an awarded base, the baltead and substitutions
may be made The substitute must legally toueli missed or
awarded bases not previously touched.
5) lllegal Player(s)
a) Players who compete in the game, but are not entitled to play
include:
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i) ILLEGAL Pitcher. A player who returns to pitch after being
removed from the pitching position by the umpire.

EFFECTOnce discovered, the illegal pitcher shall be ejected

and all play stands.

i) A player who is not listed on the ling card.

iii) An ejected player entering or tentering the game.

b) The following regulatins govern illegal players;

i) Ifthe coach in violation informs the plate umpire before the
2FTFSYRSR GSIFyQa OKFttSy3asSz I tf
length of time the illegal player was in the game. The illegal
player is ejected.

ii) If the illegal playerts reported to the plate umpire by the
opposing team before a pitch is thrown (legal or illegal), the
illegal player is ejected.

iii) If the illegal player is reported by the defense before the
offensive coach in violation informs the umpire and:

(1) A pitch has ben thrown, but the illegal player is still at

bat.

EFFECTThe player is called out and ejected. Any advance by

base runners while the player was at bat is legal.

(2) The illegal player has completed their turn at bat, but a
pitch (legal or illegal) has nbeen thrown to the next
batter, or the pitcher and all infielders clearly have not
vacated their normal fielding positions and have not left
fair territory.

EFFECTThe illegal player is called out and ejected. Any

advance by base runners as a resulttbé illegal player

becoming a batterrunner is nullified.

(3) The illegal player has completed their turn at bat, but a
pitch (legal or illegal) has been thrown to the next batter,
or the pitcher and all infielders clearly have vacated their
normal fielding psitions and have left fair territory.

EFFECTThe player is called out and ejected. Any advance by

base runners while the illegal player was at bat or due to her

becoming a battefrunner is legal.

iv) If the unreported player is reported by the defense hefthe

offensive coach in violation informs the umpire and:

(1) Theillegal player has made a play, but the next pitch
(illegal or legal) has not been thrown, or the pitcher and
all infielders have not vacated their normal fielding
positions and have not lefair territory.
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EFFECTThe player is ejected. The offensive team has the
choice of having the last batter return and assume the ball
and strike count they had before the report of the illegal
player with each runner returning to the base legally
occupied at the time of the last pitch or taking the result of
the play.
(2) The illegal player has made a play and the next pitch
(illegal or legal) has been thrown.
EFFECTThe player is ejected and all playill stand. In
addition, each runner on base at the time of the report is
awarded one base.
(3) The illegal player has not made a play and the next pitch
(illegal or legal) has been thrown.
EFFECTThe play will stand and the player is ejected.
Note: Violaion of the illegal player rule may be reported at
any time to the umpire.
6.6 ReEntry
1) Any of the players, including FLEX and a designated player (DP) may be
substituted and reentered once, providing players occupy the same
batting position when in therie-up order. The starting player and their
substitute may not be in the lirap at the same time.
EFFECTA player who illegally reentered the game shall be ejected and
subject to illegalplayer penalties.
Notes
a) If a substitution violates both the plar-substitution rules and the re
entry rules, the unreported/illegal player shall be ejected and subject
to illegatplayer penalties.
b) Violation of the reentry rule may be reported at any time to the
umpire.
2) A starting player removed from the pitching [itien as a result of a second
charged defensive conference in one inning:
a) Cannot return to the pitching position
b) May re-enter the game at another position.
EFFECTThe pitcher shall be ejected if they return to the pitching position
and delivers one pitch
6.7 Courtesy Runners (CR)
The team on offense (at bat) may use a courtesy runner (CR) for the catcher
and/or pitcher at any time. The catcher and pitcher are identified as those
players who actually were playing those positions at the end of the prsviou
half-inning. In the top of the first inning ONLY, the catcher and pitcher are

39



SECTIONGPLAYERS AND SUBSTITUTES

identified as the players listed on the liup card. Neither the catcher, nor the

pitcher is required to leave theagne under this rule.

1) The CR may
a) Run for the catcher or pitcher anytime during the same game.

b) Run for the designated player, if the designated player was physically
catching or pitching at the end of the previous halfing.

2) The CR may not
a) Have participted in the game previously as a player.

b) Run for both the catcher and the pitcher during the same game.

c) Run for the designated player, if the designated player is batting for
the catcher or the pitcher.

d) Be a substitute for any player during the half innging ran as a
courtesy runner.

e) When on base, be replaced by another courtesy runner, nor by the
catcher or pitcher for whom she is running.
Exception Another courtesy runner, catcher or pitcher may run
should an injury occur.

f) Be used during the inningsabstitute entered to bat for the catcher,
even if she reentered.

g) Be used during the inning a substitute entered to bat for the pitcher,
even if she reentered.

Exception Should any offensive player be unable to continue for any

reason or injured, witmo substitutes available, the courtesy runner must

be used to replace the player and enters the game as a substitute. If the

courtesy runner is still on base, the catcher or pitcher for whom she is

running must return as a basenner.

3) The coach of the &m on offense (at bat) must report each use of the
courtesy runner to the plate umpire, otherwise, they are considered an
unreported substitute. A player who Vades the courtesy runner rule or
is not eligible is considered to be an illegal substitute.
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Blocked Balt A live thrown or batted ball that contacts: (1) debdll terrain;
or (2) contacts game personnel in unauthorized areas;geme personnel, an
object that is neither part othe official playing area or official game
equipment, loose equipment.

7.1 Foul Batted Blocked Ball

A foul batted ball becomes blocked when it contacts loose equipment
belonging to either team or negame/game personnel.

EFFECT: A foul ball is callethe Ball is dead. Runners return to the base
legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

7.2 Fair Batted Blocked Ball

A fair batted ball becomes blocked:

1) When it contacts loose offensive equipment on the playing field, but not
involved in the game.

EFFECTThe ball is dead.

o No one is called out, if no apparent play is obvious. Each runner
must return to the last base legally touched at the time the ball
became blocked.

o Interference is ruled, if the blocked ball prevented the defense
from making a play. fe runner closest to home at the time of
the interference shall be declared out and other runners must
return to the last base legally touched before the batted ball hit
the loose equipment.

2) When it contacts loose equipment belonging to the defense.

3) Whent deflects off a defensive player and crosses into dealfiterritory
(excluding a ball deflected over the homen fence in fair territory)or
passes an infieldgexcluding the pitcher), deflects off a runner or umpire,
and crosses into dealall territory, provided no other infielder has a
chance to make a play.

4) When it wedges under, bounces over or passes through a fence or any
designated boundary of the playing field; or lodges in the shrubbery, in the
fence or in the vines on the fence.

EFFECT: Thall is dead. The batter is awarded second base and credited

with a double (twobase hit). Each runner is awarded two bases from the

base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

5) When it strikes the foul pole, above the fence lewelleaves the plapg
field in fair territory without touching the ground or going through the
fence.
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EFFECT: The ball is dead. The battener is entitled to a home run, the
base runner(s) are awarded home plate.
7.3 Equipment Blocked Ball
1) No loose equipment (i.e., hats, mitts/gloves, jackets, helmetsjerk
ol GdSNnRa ordaz olftao RSGFOKSR LI NI
items, other than that being legally used in the game at the time, should be
within playable territory as it could cause a blocked ball. Official
equipment which may be within playable territory with no effect includes
GKS OFGOKSNDR& YIal FyR KStYSiz (KS
anyhelmet which has unintentionally fal off the head of a defensive or
offensive player during the course of play.
2) When a ball becomes lodged in the attached equipment or clothing of an
umpire or offensive player.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter and each base runner are awarded the
bases they would have reached had the ball not become lodged.
3) When a ball becomes lodged in the attached equipment or clothing of a
defensive player.
EFFECT: The ball is live until it is judged by the umpire to no longer be
playable, at which time it is deered dead.
4) No base runner may intentionally remewer helmet or other pesonal
equipment to purposelynterfere with a thrown or batted ball.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The runner is out. Each other base runner must
return to the last base legally toudtd at the time of the interference.
7.4 Live Thrown Blocked Ball
A live thrown ball becomes blocked:
1) When it is overthrown and crosses into delall territory.
BEFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter and each runner are awarded two bases
from theirrespech @S L2 aAGA2ya 6KSy G(KS olFtt ¢
Exception: When a fielder loses possession of the ball, such as on an
attempted tag, and the ball becomes blocked, each runner is awarded one
base from the last base touched at the time the ball becdoeked.
Notes:

a) The direction that a runner is headed when an overthrow occurs has no
bearing on the award.

b) When a runner touches the next base and returns to her original base,
the original base she left is considered the last base touched for the
purposeof an overthrow award.

c) If two runners are between the same bases when an overthrown ball
leaves) 1 KS FASEt RSNRa KIFyRZ GKS | g NR
lead runner (i.e., two runners between first and second will be awarded
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d) Second and third; however, if two runners are between second and
third, both will be awarded home).

2) When it contacts loose offensive equipment on the playing field, but not
involved in the game.
EFFECT:

o0 The ball is dead If no apparent play is obvious, no one is called out.
Each runner must return to the last base legally touched at the time
the ball became blocked.

o If the blocked ball prevented the defense from making a play,
interference is ruled. The runner closet home at the time of the
interference shall be declared out, and each other runner must
return to the last base legally touched before the thrown ball hit the
loose equipment.

3) When it contacts loose defensive equipment on the playing field, but not
invalved in the game.

EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter and each runner are awarded two bases

FNRY GKSANI NBaLISOGAGBS LarldArizya sKSy

runners are between the same bases, the awarded is based on the position of

the lead runner.

7.5 Catch and Carry Blocked Ball

A live thrown or batted ball becomes blocked when it is caught by a fielder and
carriedintodeaed | £ £ G SNNA (G2 NB ® ¢KAA Aa 3ISySn
OF NNE ®¢

7.6 Pitched Blocked Ball

A pitched ballbecomes blocked when it goes under or lodges in, over or
through the backstop or into dealdall territory.

EFFECT: The ball is dead. If the batter receives a base on balls or legally
advances on a dropped third strike and th@tch becomes blocked, sheill

be awarded first base only. All runners are awarded one base from the base
legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

7.7 _Game Personnel in Unauthorized Areas

A fair thrown or batted ball becomes blocked when it contacts game personnel
in unauthorzed areas. (e.g., outside the dugout, buthe field of play).

1) When a fair batted ball contacts a member of the defensive team.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is awarded second base and credited
with a double (twobase hit). Each runner is anded two bases from the

base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.
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2) When a fair batted ball contacts a member of the offensive team.
EFFECT:
o The ballis dead. If no apparent play is obvious, no amealled
out. Each runner must return to the last base legally touched at
the time the ball became blocked.
o If the blocked ball prevented the defense from making a play,
interference is ruled. The runner closest to home at the tiroe
the interferenceshall be declared out, and each other runner must
return to the last base legally touched before the batted ball
became blocked.
3) When a live thrown ball contacts a member of the defensive team.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter and each runner amelesviwo bases
FNBY GKSANI NBaAaLISOGAGS LRarlAazya 6KSy
runners are between the same bases, the award is based on the position of
the lead runner.
4)  When a live thrown ball contacts a member of the offensive team.
EFFECT
0 The ball is dead. If no apparent play is obvious, no one is called
out. Each runner must return to the last base legally touched at
the time the ball became blocked.
o If the blocked ball prevented the defense from making a play,
interference is ruled. fie runner closest to home at the time of
the interference shall be declared out and each other runner must
return to the last base legally touched before the thrown ball
became blocked.
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Interference

Interference is an act that denies a defensive player a reasonable opportunity
to make a play (throw/field) anywhere on the playing field. The act may be
unintentional or intentional, and the ball must have been playable.
Interference may beaused by individual offensive players (runner, batter
runner, batter, ondeck batter), umpires, coaches, ngame personnel or
spectators, and by the offensive team as a whole or by loose equipment that
belongs to them.

8.1 Interference by O#Deck Batte

TheorRSO1 ol GGSNI Y@ y2( AYGSNFSNB 6AGK

opportunity to make a play.

EFFECT:

o If the interference is with a defensive player fielding a fly ball, the ball
is dead, the batter is out and each other runner must returnttee
base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

o If the interference involves a pitched or thrown ball, the ball is dead.
The runner closest to home plate at the time of the interference shall
be declared out and each other runner must return to thesk base
legally touched at the time of the interference, unless forced to
advance.

8.2Interference by Batter

Batter interference occurs while the batter is at bat and before she completes

her turn at bat.

1) The batter shall not step directly in frontof$h OF § OKSNE FNRY 2
02E (2 GKS 20KSNJoFGidSNNaE 02E 6KAES
pitch.

EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is out. Each runner must return to
the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

2) The batter shalhot hinder the catcher or any other fielder from throwing or
OFiOKAY3 (GKS olff o6& adGSLIMAy3a 2dzi 27
player (e.g., Play at home plate or a pickoff/steal throw) while standing
gAGKAY (GKS ol GliSNDa 062E®
EFFECT: Thelba dead. The batter is out. Each runner must return to

iKS flaid orasS GKFGZ Ay GKS dzYLHAN
at the time of the interference.
Exceptions
a) If there are fewer than two outs and a runner is advancing to
home plate, the runnerinstead of the batter is out. The ball is
dead.
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D)LF GKS o6FGGSNI atiNRA|{Sa 2dzi YR A
attempt to throw out a runner, the runner is also out. The ball
is dead.

c) Ifthe batterinfi SNF SNBa A GK G(KS OF G§OKSN
pitcher (catcher is not making a play on a base runner) and the
runner advances safely, the umpire should call time and return
the runner(s) to the base occupied at the time of the accidental
interference.

Noates:

1) ¢KS o6FGdSNRAE 62E A& y20 | a&al F8
being made at the plate.

2) If the catcher or her throw to a base hits the bat or the batter while

AKS Aa Ay GKS o6l GGdSND&a 62Esx GKS

interference, unlesse contact is intentional and initiated by the

batter.

3) The batter may not swing and miss a pitched ball and then intentionally hit it
on a second swing or after it bounces off the catcher or her glove/mitt.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is oath Einner must return to

the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

Note: If the batter swings and misses the pitched ball, but
accidentally makes contact on the folldtwrough, it is not
interference. The ball is dead. All runners must return
the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

4) The batter may not release the bat in such a way that it prevents the catcher
from making a play or hits the catcher.

EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is out. Each runner must return to

the ba= legally occupied at the time of the pitch

Note: If the catcher trips over the bat after the batteerely
dropped it, there is nimterference.

8.3 Interference by BatteRunner

1) The batter may not, after slapping/bunting/hitting a fair ball, contdw ball
with the bat a second time in fair territory=or example:

a) The batter may not contact the ball a second time when she is out of
GKS ol diSNDa 62E FyR GKS ol A& &
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is out. Each runneretust to
the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.
b) The batter may not throw or drop the bat in such that it lands on
(hits) the ball in fair territory.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is out. Each runner must return to
the base legally ocupied at the time of the pitch.
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Exceptions
WLF GKS ol A& 2dzi 2F GKS ol d
oLttt NRffta F3aFrAyad GKS oFd |
there was no intent to interfere wit the course of the
ball, the ball is livepo one is out for interference, and
base runner(s) may advance with liability to be put out.
(a) Itis a foul ball if the ball touches the bat in fair
territory and then rolls to foul ground and stops. Itis
a foulball if the ball rolls against the bat in foul
territory.
(b) The ball remains live if the ball rolls against the bat in
fair territory. It is a fair ball if it stops or is touched in
fair territory.
If the batter, after contacting a fair ball, is still withthe
ol GGSNDRa o602E FyR A& adAatf K2f
she contacts the ball a second time in fair territory, a foul
ball is ruled; the ball is dead; and each runner must return
to the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.
c) The battermay not throw the whole bat into fair territory and
thereby with a defensive player attempting to make a play.
(Intentionally or unintentionally)
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is out. Each runner must return to
the base legally occupied atthée A YS 2F (KS LA GOK®
judgment, if interference prevented a possible double play, two
outs (the player being played on and the batter) may be declared.
Notes:
a) No interference is called if the batter simply drops her bat and
the catcher tri over it.
b) Itis a foul ball if a part of the bat is touched by the batted ball
in foul territory.
c) The ball remains live and there is no interference if the bat
breaks and a part of it is hit by the batted ball in fair territory
or a part of it hits a figler or a runner.
2) The batterrunner shall not interfere with a fielder attempting to field a
batted ball. For example:
a) The batterrunner may not, after contacting a foul ball, intentionally
deflect the course of the ball in any manner while running td.firs
b) The batterrunner may not make contact with a fair, batted ball
before reaching first base.
3)The batterNHzy' y SNJ YIF & y20 AYyGSNFSNB 6AGK G
third strike.

{
Y

@

~
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u»
o

Note: Ifbothplaye@ F QG A2y a | NB | LILINBLINR L G
could not be avoided, it is inadvertent contact and neither
interference or obstruction.

4)The batterNHzy Y SNJ Y & y20 AYGSNFSNBE sAGK |
receive a thrown ball. For example:

a) The batter runner may not slide into first base to interfere with
another runner or the play.

b) ThebatterNHzy'y SNJ Y|l & y20 NYzy 2dziaiARS {f
judgment of the umpire, interfere with the fielder taking the throw
at first base.
Exception: The batterNHzy' y SNJ Y & NUzy 2dziaA RS
avoid a fielder attempting to field a batted ball and/or to touch the
base on the last stride.

Note The batteNHzyy SNJ A& O2yaARSNBR 2dziaiARS
is completely outsideither line and in contact with the ground.

5) Double bases (white and orange) at first base are encouraged for safety.

a) Fielders and runners may switch sides of the base, if the throw is

coming from foul territory.

Note: Batterrunners should use the orangade when double bases are

being used.
6)2 KAt S 2dzi 2F (i KS -rénhelinmiag nbirtentrallys (K S
interfere with a thrown ball.

Note: A batterrunner being hit with a thrown ball does not necessarily

constitute interference
EFFECT {2)-4)-6)}

0 The ball is dead. The batteunner is out. Each runner must return
to the last base legally touched at the time of the interference.

o In the judgment of the umpire, if the interference is an obvious
attempt to prevent a double play, the runner closetd home plate
shall also be called out.

7) The batterrunner may not interfere with a play at home plate in an attempt
to prevent an obvious out at home plate.

a) The ball is dead. Runner at the plate and the battemer are both
out. Each other runner museturn to the last base legally touched at
the time of the interference.

8.4 Coach Interference
1) A coach may not interfere with a fielder who has a reasonable opportunity
to make a play on a foul fly ball.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is outh Emner must return to the
base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.
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2)! 021 OKXZ ¢KAEtS Ay 2dzNJ 2dzi 2F GKS O21
with a thrown ball or interfere with the defé & A S G S YQa 2 LJLJ2 N
make a play on another runner.

3) The third base coach shall not run in the direction of home plate (on or near
the baseline) thereby drawing a throw with a runner in scoring position and
while a fielder is attempting to make a gla

EFFECT(2)(3) The ball is dead. The runner closest to home plate shall be

declared out, and each other runner must return to the last base legally

touched at the time of the interference.

Exception If a thrown ball accidentally touches a coacfoul territory, the
ball is live. It is not interference if the individual tries to evade
the ball or is nbaware that the ball is coming.

4) A coach (or anyone other than another runner who has not yet crossed
home plate) may not physically assist adasnner while she is actively
running the bases and the ball is in play.

EFFECT: The ball is live. The assisted runner is out. Each other runner may

advance with liability of being put out.

8.5Nongame Authorized Personnel Interference
If a live thravn or batted ball accidentally hits a n@ame personnel, the
ball remains live. It is unintentional interference if the individual tries to
avoid the ball or is not aware of the ball coming. However, ncgeme
personnel may intentionally interfere vhita thrown or live batted ball.
EFFECT: The umpire shall award the offended team the appropriate
compensation, that in her/his opinion would have resulted had
interference not taken place. The offending narame personnel
shall beremoved from the field.
Note: Authorized media may be in foul territory, but must be ready
to react quickly to avoid being hit by an overthrown or batted ball.
All photographic equipment must be carried. (May use a
monopod, but not a tripod) No equipment may be left on the
ground.
8.6 Runner Interference
1) The base runner may not interfere with a fielder attempting to field a batted
ball. For example.
a) The base runner may not intentionally kick a ball that an infielder has
missed.
b) The base runner may not contact an untouchei, batted ball after
it passes an infielder, if another fielder has a chance to make a play.

49



SECTIONGINTERFEREE & OBSTRUCTION

©)

d)

The base runner may not contact a fair batted ball, while off base,
before it touches a fielder or befoiiepasses an infielder (other than
the pitcher) who has a reasonable chance to make a play.

Physical contact by the base runner with a fielder attempting to field
a fair batted ball shall be interference, provided the fielder had a
reasonable chance to mala play and was prevented from doing so.

b23SY LT 020K LXIF&SNna | OGAz2y | NB
could not be avoided, it is inadvertent contact and neither interference nor
obstruction.

i) When the defensive player, while watching thigffit of a ball,
bumps a runner who is standing on a base and fails to make a
catch on a catchable ball, the runner shall not be called out unless
the hindrance is intentional. A runner must vacate any space
needed by a fielder to make a play on a battexdl bunless the
runner has contact with a legally occupied base when the
hindrance occurs. This is an exception to the rule that defensive
players must be given the opportunity to field the ball anywhere
on the playing field without being hindered.

ii) Merelyjumping over the ball or running in front of a fielder while
proceeding to the next base is not interference, even though it
may be distracting to the fielder or screen the view of the ball. The
runner may not at any time unnecessarily wave her arms or
verbally distract the fielder.

iii) It is still interference if a batted ball is misplayed and remains in
front of a fielder such that the fielder still has an opportunity to
make a play, and the runner contacts the fielder.

Exception If the misplayed ball bawls away or pst the fielder
and then contacbccurs as the fielder and runner
collide, this may be considered inadvertent contact,
obstruction or interference.

iv) Interference occurs when the ball ricochets off one defensive
player, and another player sthlas the opportunity to make a play,
but the runner intentionally interferes with the second fielder.

v) If two fielders try to field a batted ball and the runner contacts one
or both, the umpire shall decide which one is entitled to field the
ball, and that ielder only is entitled to protection.

vi) Interference occurs when the ball ricochets off one defensive
player, and another player still has the opportunity to make a play,
but the runner intentionally interferes with the second fielder.
EFFECT: The baltsad. The batterunner is awarded first base
and credited with a base hit. The offending runner is out. If
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forced, (by the batterrunner being awarded first base) each
other runner advances one baswithout liability to be put out. If
unforced, each runner must return to the last base legally
touched at the time of interference.

Exceptions

a) The batter is out if the interference prevents the fielder
from catching a routine fly ball.

b) If the interference, in the judgment of the umpire is an
obvious attempt to prevent a double play and occurs
before the runner is put out, the runner being played on
also shall be called out.

2) A base runner may not interfere with a fielder attempting to throw the ball.

3) The base runner may not intentionally interfere with a thrown ball.

Note: A runner hit with a thrown ball does not necessarily constitute
interference.

EFFECT: (2& 3) The ball is dead. The offending runner is out and the-batter
runner is awarded firsbase and credited with a base hit. If unforced,
each runner must return to the last base legally touched at the time
of the interference. If forced, each other runner advances one base
without liability to be put out.

Exception If the interferene, in the judgment of the umpire is an
obvious attempt to prevent a double play and occurs before
the offending runner is put out, the player being played on
also shall be called out.

4) The runner who is preceding the battemner and who is not yet out may
not intentionally interfere in the judgment of the umpire with a fielder who
is attempting to catch a thrown ball or to throw a ball in an attempt to
complete the play.

EFFECT: The ball is dead. The battener and runner are out. Each other
runner must return to the last base legally touched at the time of the
interference.

5) A base runner, after scoring or being declared out, may not interfere with a

RSTSyaAr@dsS LI Fe@SNRa 2LIRNIdzyAaAde G2
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The ruct@sest to home plate at the time of the
interference shall be declared out. Each base runner must return to
the last base legally touched at the time of the interference.

6) A base runner may not remain on her femdintentionally, with great
force, crah into a defensive player (holding the ball and waiting to apply a
tag).

EFFECT: The ball is dead. The offending player shall be declared out, even if

the defensive player loses possession of the ball. Each other base
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runner must return to the last base legally toucheat the time of
the interference.
Exceptions
a) If the intentional crash occurs after the runner is called out, the
runner closest to home plate also shall be declaoatl
b) If the runner intentionally crashes into a defensive player
holding the ball before she (the runner) is put out and, in the
dzYLIANB Q& 2dzR3AYSyids AdG Aa +Fy |did
double play, the player being played on also shall be called out.

1 If, inthe umpir®@ & 2 dzR3A Y Sy (i Zagrark $e rOrddr §hallbd 2y A a
declared out and also ejected from the contest. The ball is dead. Each other
base runner must return to the last base legally touched at the time of the
interference.

Notes:

a) In orer to avoid a deliberate crash ruling, the runner can go around
the defender (within 3 feet), slide, jump over the top of the defender
holding the ball, or return to the previous base touched.

b) Should an act of interference (offensive) occur after anyrotisbn
(defensive), enforcement of the interference penalty would take
precedence provided both violations involve the same base runner.
For example: If an obstructed runner intentionally crashes into a
fielder holding the ball, the obstruction call Mak disregarded, and
the runner will be called out for interference.

7) It is not interference, and the runner is not out:

a) When the runner is hit with a fair untouched batted ball (that has not
touched or passed a base) while standing in foul territory amd n
infielder has a reasonable chance to make a play.

b) When the bat breaks and a part of it is hit by the batted ball in fair
territory or a part of it hits a fielder or a runner.

c) When a batted ball is misplayed, the ball bounds away or past the
fielder, andthen the fielder and runner collide. This is considered
inadvertent contact.

d) When the runner is hit by a fair batted ball after it touches or is
touched by any fielder (including the pitcher), and she could not
avoid contact with the ball.

e) When the runneiis hit with a fair, untouched batted ball that has
LI 24ASR Iy AYFASERSNI 6020KSNJ 4Ky
judgment, no other fielder had a reasonable chance to make a play.
When said ball contacts the runner while still in flight it shall be
considered a ground ball; it cannot be caught as a fly ball.
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f)  When more than one fielder attempts to field a batted ball and the
NHzyy SNJ O02YSa Ayid2 O2ydl Ol 6A0GK (K
judgment, coudl not have made a play.

EFFECT: € The ball is live. All runners (including the battaunner)

may advance with liability to be put out.

g) When the runner is hit by a fair batted ball while in contact with the
base, unless she deliberately interferesiwtihe ball or a fielder
making a play.

EFFECT: The ball is live or dead depending on the position of the fielder

closest to the bases:

o The ball is live if the closest defensive player is in front of the
base. All runners (including the batteunner) mayadvance
with liability to be put out.

o The ball is dead if the closest defensive player is behind the
base. The batterunner is awarded first base and credited
with a base hit. If forced, each runner advances one base
with no liability to be put out. f not forced, each runner
must return to the base legally occupied at the time of the
pitch.

8.7 Spectator Interference

No spectator(s) shall enter the field or reach out of the stands and interfere

with play. The stands belong to the spectators andfiblel belongs to the

fielders. Exception It is not interference if the fielder reaches into the stands
or over the fence.

EFFECT:

0 The ball is dead The umpire shall award the offended team the
appropriate compensation (such as: an out, extra basdsjtt in
her/his opinion, would have resulted had interference not taken place.

o If the act clearly prevented a fielder from catching a fly ball in the field
of play, the ball is dead, the batter is out and the umpire shall award
the offended team the appropiate compensation (such as: an out,
return runners to bases) that, in her/his opinion, would have resulted
had interference not taken place.

8.8 Team Interference (Offensive)

1) No offensive team personnel shall stand or gather around a base to which a
runner is advancing, thereby confusing the fielders and adding to the
difficulty of making the play. This includes, but is not limited to: players not
at bat, on deck or base, coaches notin @& | O K,@diners,2 E
scorekeepers, managers and bat persons.
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EFFECT: The ball is dead. The runner is out. Each other runner must return
to the last base legally touched at the time of the interference.

2) Offensive team personnel, other than base coaches, shatooch a batter
who has hit an oubf-the-park home run until they have contacted home
plate.

EFFECT: The umpire shall issue a warning for a first offense in the game. For
a second offense, the ball is dead and the batter is out and credited
with the last base legally touched at the time of the interference.
Each other base runner must return to the last legally touched at
the time of the interference.

3) Offensive team personnel shall not interfere with a defensive player

attempting to field a fly ball.

BFFECT: The batter is out. The ball is dead. Each runner must return to the
base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

8.9 Umpire Interference
1) Umpire interference occurs:

a) When a fair, untouched batted ball strikes the person, clothing,
attached eqipment of an umpire before touching a fielder
(including the pitcher)

b) When a fair, untouched batted ball strikes the person, clothing,
attached equipment of an umpire before passing a fielder (other
than the pitcher), or after passing an infielder (inchglthe pitcher)
but another fielder had a reasonable chance to make a play.

EFFECT:4@ The ball is dead. The batteanner is awarded first base

and credited with a base hit.
i) If forced, each base runner advances one base with no liability to
be put ait.
ii) If not forced, each base runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch.
Exception: It is not interference and the ball remains in play if the
ball: (1) hits the umpire after passing a fielder, other than the
pitcher, andno other infielder has a reasonable chance to make a
play; or (2) hits the umpire after touching a fielder (including the
pitcher).
Note: When said ball touches the umpire while still in flight, it shall be
considered a ground ball. It cannot be caugbia fly ball.

c) When the plate umpire or her/his clothing interferes with the

OF GOKSNDa FGdSYLW G2 UGKN#Hg 2dzi |
attempt.
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EFFECT: Delayed dead ball is signaled. If theewisrruled out, the ball
remains live and there is no interference. If the runner is not
out, she must return to the base legally occupied at the time of
the pitch.

Note: It is not interference if a thrown or pitched ball strikes an umpire.
The ball idive and each base runner is entitled to advance with
liability to be put out.

OBSTRUCTION (Defensive)

8.10 Obstruction

Obstruction is the act of the defensive team member that impedes the

progress of a batterunner or runner who is legally running basesless the

fielder is in possession of the ball, in the act of fielding a bat@tor hinders

2NJ AYLISRSE | oFdGdSNRa FaasSywid d2 YvYF1S

1) The defensive player must have possession of the ball. When a play is about

to happen, alefensive player may not block the baseline or base without
possession of the ball.

a) If the defensive player does not have the ball, it the responsibility of
GKS FASTRSNI G2 | @2AR | yRunéssthe KI YL
fielder is in the act of fieling a batted ball

b) LY GKS RSTSyaAagsS LIXFeSNIKFa GKS o
avoid the fielder.

i)The act may be intentional or unintentional.

2) Whenever obstruction occurs, whether a play is being made on a runner or
not, the umpire will delare obstruction and indicate/signal a delayed dead
ball. The ball remains live until the end of the play at which time; the umpire
will notify the offensive head coach of her/his options, if any.

Note: If other runners are advancing and an umpire aotadly calls
G¢AYS2dzik¢AYSE F2ft26Ay3I | LELIE& 2V
for placement of the other runners is: If they have not reached half way
to the next base, the must return to the previous base. However, if they
have advanced over half wathey are allowed to advance to the next
base.

3) An obstructed runner is still required to touch all bases in proper order, or

she could be called out on a proper appeal by the defensive team.
4) An obstructed runner may not be called out between the two basglesre
she was obstructed unless on of the following occurs:
a) When another violation is being played upon.
b) The obstructed runner commits an act of interference.
¢) The obstructed runner passes another runner.
d) A proper appeal is made for leaving a base befdig ball was first
touched.
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e) A proper appeal is made for missing a base.

f) The obstructed runner, after being obstructed, safely obtains the base
A4KS g2dd R KIF@S 0SSy | 61 NRSHRE Ay (K
been no obstruction and there is a subsequent play on a different
runner. The obstructed runner is no longer protected if she leaves the
base.

5) If an obstructed runner is awarded a base she would have made had there
been no obstruction and a precedingnner is on that base, the obstructed
runner will be awarded that base, and the preceding runner shall be entitled
to the next base without liability to be put out.

6) If the obstructed runner attempts to advance past the base she would have
reached had thee not been obstruction or past the base she would have
been awarded for the obstruction, she is running with liability to be put out
unless she is between the two bases when she was obstructed. If she is put
out, she remains out. The ball remains live.

7) Should an act of interference occur after any obstruction, enforcement of
the interference effect takes precedence provided both violations involve
the same base runner.

8.11 Types of Obstruction

Obstruction includes:

1) Catcher Obstruction The catcher slianot obstruct, prevent or hinder the
oFdiSNRa FGGSYLIWG G2 Yr1S O2yil O gal
EFFECT: Delayed dead ball is signaled.

1 If the batter contacts the ball and reaches first base safely and
each other runner has advanced at least one base on thédxd
ball, catcher obstruction is canceled. All action as a result of the
batted ball stands. Once a runner has passed a base, she is
considered to have reached that base, even if she missed it.

1 If the batter does not reach first base safely or if onéthe
other runners does not advance at least one base, the coach of
the offensive team has the option of taking the result of the
play. If the coach does not take the result of the play:

i) The batter is awarded first base and an error is charged to
the caftcher.

ii) If forced, each base runner advances one base with no
liability to be put out. If not forced, each base runner returns
to the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.
Exception: If the catcher steps on or in front of home plate or
touches he batter or her bat while a pitched ball is on the
way to the plate and there is a runner on third attempting to
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score on a squeeze play, each base runner advances one base
without liability to be put out whether forced or not.
Note: If a batter, during preliminary warp swings, hits the catcher or
GKS OFGOKSNDa YAliak3It20Ss (KS dz
G¢AYS2dzik¢AYSE FyR y2i 20adNHOG .
not be allowed since the b&tND & O2y OSY G NI GA2Y K
F¥¥FSOGSRD / FGOKSNDAa 20aiNHZOGA 2
2yte 2y G(G(KS ol GGSNRE GddSYLW G2
2) Flagrant Player ObstructianThe fielder shall not at any time deliberately
(with excesie force)impede the runner, batter or batterunner.
EFFECT: Delayed dead ball is signaled. The appropriate obstruction effect
is applied, and in addition, the offender shall be ejected without
warning.
3) Eielder Obstruction A fielder who is not in pagssion of the ball, not in the
act of fielding a batted ball, may not impede the runner, batter or batter
runner. A fielder may not fake a tag (without the ball) on a runner returning
or advancing to a base.
EFFECT: If the obstructed runner, battenner, batter is put out before
reaching the base, they would have reached the base had there
not been obstruction, the obstructed player shall be awarded the
base they would have reached, in the judgment of the umpire,
had there not been obstruction. Subsegnt violation by the
same individual may result in a orease award to the obstructed
player and each other runner forced to advance.
Exceptions
a)! FTASERSNI &aKFff y2id LR2a&AGAZ2Y KSNEAHS
intentionally distract the runner ontentionally prohibit her form
seeing the first touch of a fly ball or the release of the pitch.
b) A fielder shall not at any time obstruct a runner returning to or
rounding a baself there is no immediate play or a throw is not made,
a fielder who is waihg to receive a ball (throw) may not impede the
progress or return of the runner.
EFFECT: (b)
i) Delayed dead ball
(1) Firstviolation: The umpire shall issue a warning to the
offending individual and notify the coach.
(2) Subsequent violation: By the sanmiadividual shall result
in a onebase award to the obstructed runner and each
other runner forced to advance. The awards shall be to
the base beyond the base where the obstruction
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occurred unless theunner safely advances further on
her own. In which caseno award is given.

c) A fielder shall not at any time obstruct a runner from her base path
during a rundown and prohibit her from returning to or advancing to a
base.

EFFECTDelayed dead ball is ghaled.

i) If the obstructed runner is safe or put out at the base beyond
the one she would have reached had there not been
obstruction, the ball remains live until the conclusion of the
play. The umpire will then notify the offensive coach of her/his
options, if any.

ii) If the obstructed runner is apparently put out before reaching
the base she would have reached had there not been
obstruction, a dead ball is called. The obstructed runner and
each other runner affected by the obstruction will be awarded
the base(s) she/they would have reached had there not been
obstruction.

d) A fielder shall not act in a manner to distract the batter or position
KSNEStT Ay GKS oFGaGSNRa tAyS 2F @)
EFFECT: Delayed dead ball is signaled.

i) If the batter contacts the ball and r&éches first base safely and
each other runner has advanced at least one base on the batted
ball, all action as a result of the batted ball stands. Once a
runner has passed a base, she is considered to have reached the
base, even if she misses it.

ii) If the batter does not reach first base safely or if one of the
other runners does not advance at least one base, the coach of
the offensive team has the option of taking the result of the
play or awarding a ball to the batter and advancing each other
runnerone b & S @ LT GKS LAGOK A& aolt
batter is awarded first base and each runner is awarded one
base.

iii) The pitch does not have to be released.

iv) The umpire shall issue a warning to the offending individual and
notify the coach. Subseque violation by the same player shall
result in ejection.

4) Equipment Obstruction A fielder shall not use her cap, helmet, mask, chest
protector, glove/mitt or any part of her uniform that is detached from its
proper place on her person to intentionallyrdact or catch a fair batted,
thrown or pitched ball.
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EFFECT: Delayed dead ball is signaled.

i) If equipment interferes with a fair batted ball or with a batted
foul ball that, in the opinion of the umpie, might become fair,
the batter-runner and each other runner is awarded three bases
from the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch but may
advance farther with liability to be put out.

ii) If the illegal catch or touch is made on a fair hit ballat) in the
judgment of the umpire, would have cleared the home run
fence in flight, the batterrunner is entitled to a home run, and
each base runner is awarded home plate. The ball may have
been prevented from going over the fence by detached player
equipment which is thrown, tossed, kicked or held by a fielder.

iii) If equipment interferes with a thrown ball, the batter runner
and each other runner is awarded two bases from the last base
legally touched at the time of the throw but may advance
farther with liability to be put out. Exception If no play is
apparent, there is no penalty.

iv) If equipment interferes with a pitched ball, the base runner(s) is
awarded one base from the base occupied at the time of the
pitch but may advance farther with liability to & put out.
Exception If no play is apparent, there is no penalty.
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9.1 Defensive Positioning Required for a Legal Pitch

1) The pitcher is considered to be in the pitching positiorewkvith her hands
apart, she steps forward with both feet on the plate and the catcher
assumes the position to receive the pitch.

2) The pitcher may not simulate the pitching position with or without the ball
gKSY ySIEN (KS LI G OK S Ndataakelibfe pitthéhg I y R K
LRAAGAZY 2y GKS LIAGOKSNRA LXFGS sAGK

3)¢ KS OF GOKSNJ Ydzali 06S 6AGKAY GKS Ol (0K
2y GKS LAGOKSNDRE LXF3GS dzydAat GKS LA
feet may be outside the lines until the pitch is released.

Exception WhenthebatteA & L2 AAGA2y SR Ay GKS TN
the catcher may move closer to the plate without effect. The catcher,
K26SOSNE Ydzad | @2AR OI (logaly Naathe 2 6 & G N
NAIKG (2 GKS SYGANB ol GGSNDaE 02E®

4) All outfielders and infielders must be in fair territory from the time the
LAGOKSNI aiGSLla 2y GKS LIAGOKSNDA L)X GS
fielder is considered in the field of play if her fee¢ @ouching the line or are
in fair territory.

ERFECT: lllegal Pitch (See Rulg) 9.8

PITCHING PROCEDURES
9.2 Taking Signals from the Catcher
1) The pitcher must comply with the following, before starting a pitch:

a) Both feet must be in contact with the pitch@ra LI F 6 S Ty R |
GKS LA@20 F220 Ydad 08 2y GKS (2L
FSSG Ydzad 6S gAGKAY GKS un AyOK f¢

b) Hands must be separated
¢) Shoulders must be in line with first and third
d) The ball must be hdland remain in one hand, either gloved or bare.
e) The ball may be held behind, at the side or in front of the body.
f) While in this position, the pitcher must simulate taking / take a signal
from the catcher.
g) After receiving the signal from the catcher, the i OK SN &a KI yRa
come together in view of the home plate umpire for not more than five
(5) seconds.
Note: Hands do not have to come to a complete stop and may be moving
during this touch.
9.3 Start of the Pitch
The pitch officially begins and cannot ¢hecontinued once the hands have
separated after coming together.
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PITCHING The pitching motion consists of the stride/step, windup and
delivery

9.4 Stride / Step
1) In the act of delivering the bathe pitcher mustdrive off with the pivot foot

FNRBY G(G(KS LAGOKSNRA LXFGS FyR GF1S 2y
FYR 2y GKS AYF3IAYLENE SEGSyarzy 2F (K
2) The rear, pivot foot must remain in contact with théipp K S N & LIt |
times before the forward stride/step.
LG Aa y20 | aGSLI sKSy (GKS LMAGOKSNI af
turns her pivot foot to press off, provided contact with the plate is
sustained No lifting or rocking movement thatlls the footoff of contact
gAGUK GKS LAGOKSNDRE LXFGS Aa Ftft2gSRa
4)Havingpished2 FF FNBY G KS LIA G OKS NI amainthin: G S
contact with the ground without creating a second pefh point before the
stride foot lands.

a) No crow hoppings allowed. The pitcher may not replant, gain a
second starting point and push off her pivot foot. Once having lost
O2y Gl O é6AGK GKS LIAGOKSND& LX I GSs
but may not bear weight again until the pitch is released.

b) No leaping is allowed. The pitcher may not become airborne on the
AYAGALFE RNAGS FNBY G(GKS LAGOKSNRA L
maintaining contactvith the ground.

EFFECT9.4 / 1-4) lllegal Pitch (See Rule 9.8

9.5 The Windup
The windup phasefdhe pitch starts when the hands come together and ends

when the hands separate. Any windup desired may be used provided she does
not, after having taken the signal and bringing her hands together:
1) Make any movement to pitch without immediately delivagithe ball to
the batter.
2) Separate her hands and then return the ball to both hands.
3) Stop and change directions more than twice.
EFFECT@.5 / 1-3) lllegal Pitch (See Rui9)

9.6 Delivery

The delivery phase of the pitch begins when the hands separatends with
release of the pitch. In delivering the ball to the batter, the pitcher must
comply with the following:
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1) Once the hands have separated and pitching arm begins the clockwise
motion thatwill result in the release of the pitch, not more than 1 %
revolutions of the pitching arm may occur.

2) The stride/step and delivery of the ball to the batter must take place at the
same time.

3) The pitched ball must be released underhand

a) The wrist must not béarther from the hip than the elbow.
b) The hand must be below the hip.

4) The release of the ball and the folletwough of the wrist and hand must

be past the straight line of the body and forward.

5) After releasing the ball, the pitcher may not make anothen aevolution.

EFFECT9.6 / 1-5) ¢ lllegal Pitch (See Rule 9)8

THE PITCH

9.7 Dropped During Pitch

1) The ball is dropped by the pitcher before her hands have come together and

then separated.

EFFECT: The ball is live. There is no penalty. Base runmexysadvance
with liability of being put out.

2)¢KS olff FOOARSydGlffte &afAilLld FTNRY (KS

the pitch.

EFFECTIf the batter does not have a reasonable opportunity to hit the ball, a
defensive player may retrieve itThe ball remains live. A ball is
awarded to the batter. Base runner(s) may advance with liability to
be put out.

3) The pitcher shall not intentionally bounce, roll or drop the ball in order to

prevent the batter from hitting a pitch.

EFFECqTIllegal Pitch(See Rule 9.8)

9.8 lllegal Pitch
Any pitch by the pitcher that is in violation of the pitching rules. When an
illegal pitch occurs, it shall be called immediately by the base or plate umpire.
EFFECT:
a)¢ KS LXFGS dzYLAANB OF f t and catcHerftdS 3+ £ ¢ 1
KSFNJ Ot SI NI &o ¢KS o0FasS dzYLIANB OF ¢
hear clearly. Failure of player to hear the call shall not void the call.
b) At the same time, the umpire gives the delayed deddll signal and
gl AGa G2 OF t fntidhe pitth$asdedchad iy Bade ordz
play has been completed.
i) If the batter is hit by an illegal pitch, the batter is awarded first
base, and each runner advances one base.
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ii) If the batter does not rech first base safely or if any runner fails
to advance at least one base, the coach of the offensive team
may choose the result of the play or the standard effect for an

iii) lllegal pitch, which is that a ball is awarded to the batter and
eachrunner, advan@s one base.

iv)If the batter reaches first base safely and each other runner
advances at least one base, the play stands, and the illegal pitch
is canceled. Once a runner has passed a base, she is considered
to have reached the base, even if she missed it.

v) If an illegal pitch is ball four, the batter is awarded first base and
each runner advances one base. The umpire who called the
illegal pitch shall explain the violation to both the pitcher and
her coach, if requested.

9.9 Quick Pitch

I LA GOKDKEEdZAFY SYRER G2 OF GOK G(KS ol i
ab2 tAGO0OKE ®

EFFECT: The ball is dead. All subsequent action on that pitch is canceled.

9.10No Pitch

b2 tAGOKE aKkff 0SS 01y26f SRAISR 6KSy

1) While play is suspended, the pitcher pitches badl.

2) The pitcher fails to allow sufficient time for a runner, who is legitimately off
base, to return. (i.e., after a foul ball)

3) A quick pitch is delivered by the pitcher.

4)! NHzyySNJ A& OFftSR 2dzi F2NJ €t S @Ay3a K
hand.

55 ¢ KS ol GGSNI A& KAG o6& | LIAGOK 2dzi 27F
attempt to bunt or swing.

EFFECT: -8) The ball is dead. All subsequent action on the pitch is canceled.

6)! O21 OK 2NJ LX &8SNJ O2YYAlG&a Fyanyl OG oA
similar word/phrase) while the ball is live and in play for the clear purpose of
trying to make the pitcher deliver an illegal pitch.

9CC9/ ¢Y b2 tAGOKEé RSOfFNBR®

i)Warning given to the offending team.

ii) Repeat of any such act by any member of the teahat has been
warned shall result in the violator(s) being ejected from the
game.

REGULATIONS GOVERNING PITCHING SITUATIONS
hdmMm 513802y iAydZAyI I tAGOK k {GSLILIAY3
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1) The pitcher mayemove herselfegally from the pitching position (both feet
on plate) by stepping backward (not forward/sideways) offiida i O K S N &
plate before the beginning of the pitch.

2) The pitch officially begins and cannot legally discontinued once the hands
have gparated after coming together.

EFFECT: (9.114/2) lllegal Pitch (See Rule 9.8)

9.12 Ball Rotation

1) To begin a game, the plate umpire should have a minimum of two game
balls. (All balls must meet specifications of rule 3.1) Once the game has
begun, adlitional balls must be supplied, as needed, by the tournament
representatives / home team, &%t forth in the tournament
guidelines/rules.

2) A game ball is in play until such time that it is rejected by the umpire
(scuffed, discolored or otherwise unsuile) for play or leaves the playing
field. Each pitcher shall have a choice of game balls at the start of her
respective halinning andmay request a different ball at anytime.

a) If a pitcher does not like a ball she has, she must return it to the plate
umpire before receiving a different ball.

b) Pitcher may not hold more than one ball at a time for trial purposes.

c) Game may not be unduly delayed. (i.e., retrieving a particular ball
that has been fouled out of play)

9.13 Foreign Substance on the Ball /s on Pitcher

1) Under the supervision and view of the umpire, a resin (any drying agent)
Yré 0S8 dz&aSRo LT FT2NBAdy &adomaidlyoS o
fingers and hands must be wiped off to avoid defacing the ball or
transferring substance® the ball. No player or other team personnel may
apply moisture or a foreign substance to the ball nor do anything else to
deface the ball.

EFFECT: For the first offense an illegal pitch shall be called. (See Rule 9.8) On

the second offense, the pither shall be ejected.

2) The pitcher who brings a resin bag to the pitching circle is responsible for
removing it each halinning as she leaves the field.

3) The pitcher shall not wear any item on the pitching hand, fingers, forearm or
thighs, wrist that an urmpire considers distracting. This includes a
sweatband, batting glove, loose lacing on a glove or ball colored logos.
Exceptiory ¢KS LAGOKSNRA KIyRXI FAYIASNERZI
taped for injury, providing the tape is a neutral color.
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4) Pitchers may wear casts, braces, splints or {hreses on their pitching arms,
provided such devices do not cause safety risks or create unfair competitive
5) advantages. Any such device with exposed extéasteners that would
present a hazard must be padded properly. Any such device should not be
distracting in color and must function in a way that does not alter the
natural motion of the pitching arm.
EFFECT (9.13 /) The pitcher shall remove the ite upon the request of
the umpire or be ejected from the game.

9.14 Intentionally Pitching at a Batter

The pitcher shall not deliberately attempt to hit the batter with a pitch.

EFFECTI, in the judgment of the umpire, such a violation has occurred, the
umpire shall warn the pitcher and both opposing coaches that
future violations by any pitcher will be cause for immediate ejection
of the pitcher and the head coach. If, in judgment of the umpire,
the situation warrants drastic action to diffuse a poteilly volatile
situation, the umpire may eject without first warning her. Each
coach should be warned, but the coach of the offending team may
be ejected at this time if the umpire believes it is appropriate. A
warning may be issued to both teams befdhe start of the game
or at any time during the game.

9.15 Intentional Base on Balls

All pitches by a pitchemtentionally walking a batter (including a pitchout)

must be legally pitched to the catcher and the ball is live.

EFFECT: Not delivering eaiitth legally to the catcher is an illegal pitch.
(See Rule 9.8) Exception: Intentionally violating the rule in order
to walk the batter without pitching shall not result in a ball being
awarded to the batter, but each runner shall advance one base
without liability to be put out.

9.16 Returning a Pitched Ball to the Pitcher
The catcher must return the ball directly to the pitcher after a foul tip and
each pitch not contacted.
Exceptions:
a) When the batter becomes a runner.
b) When there is a runner(s) on bas
c) After a strikeout
d) When a checked swing is appealed on a third strike
e) After an attempted putout or putout made by the catcher.
f) When the batter is not entitled to first base, but runs anyway.
g) An errant throw intended for the pitcher.
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EFFECT: The ball is dead. Runners may not advance. A ball shall be awarded
to the batter. On the first offense, the offending player shall be
warned. On subsequent offenses, the offender shall be ejected from
the game.
917¢ KNP gAY (G2 I . +&8S CNRY GKS tAGOKSN
The pitcher shall not throw to a base during a live ball while her foot is in
O2y Gl 00 ¢gAGK GKS LIAGOKSNRa LXFGS FFaGS
GKNRg FNRY (GKS Lnidglhé BetBlizappedt play, e 2 O O dzZNA
appeal is canceled.
Note: The pitcher may remove herself from the pitching position by stepping
o016 NR 2FF G(GKS LMAGOKSNDa LXIFGS o687
EFFECT: lllegal Pitch (See Rule 9.8)
9.18 Time Allowed Betwen Pitches
¢KS LAGOKSNI Ydzad 68 2y GKS LAGOKSNDaA
GAGKAY mn a8S02yRa I FGSNJI NBOSAGAY3I (KS
After both the pitcher and batter are in position, the pitcher has 10 seconds to
bring her hands together. The pitcher has not more than five (5) seconds to
deliver the pitch.
EFFECT: If five seconds have elapsed and the pitcher has not yet pitched, an
additional ball shall be awarded to the batter. If two minutes have elapsed
and thepitcher has not yet pitched, a forfeited game shall be declared by the
umpire crew in favor of the team at bat.
Exception Intentionally violating the rule in order to walk the batter without
pitching shall not result in a ball being awarded to the battert each runner
shall advance one base without liability to be put out. On the first offense, the
umpire shall issue a warning to the offending player. On the second offense,
the offending player shall be ejected from the game.
9.19 WarmUp Pitches Aiwed
1) At the beginning of each half inning, the pitcher may throw not more than
five (5) warmup pitches. Play shall be suspended during this time.
2) After a pitching change, a relief pitcher may throw not more than five (5)
warm-up pitches. Play shall baspended during this time. A pitcher shall
not be allowed warrrup pitches if returning to pitch in the same haihing.
EFFECT: (9.194/2) A ball shall be awarded to the first batter faced for each
excessive warrup pitch.
3) If replacing a pitcher dueotinjury, the relief pitcher must be allowed
adequate time to warrrup. Play shall be suspended at this time.
4) After a substantial delay caused by inclement weather, injury or delayed
play by the umpire, the pitcher shall be given adequate time to wapm
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BATTER

10.1 On Deck Batter

1) The ondeck batter must be behind the batter and restricted to thedeck
circle.

2) The ondeck batter must wear a helmet.

3) The warmup bats used by the edeck batter must mekthe specifications
of Rule 3.3.

4) The ondeck batter may leave the edeck circle to avoid interfering with a
RSFSyaA@sS LXIF&SNRa 2LIRNIdzyArde G2 Y
FGaSYLIGAYy3 G2 a0O2NB 2N G2 dGF1S KSNI

EFFECT:

a) If the on-deck batter interferes with a defensive player attempting to
field a fly ball, the ball is dead, the batter shall be declared out, and
each runner must return to the base legally occupied at the time of the
pitch.

b) If the on-deck batter interferes with adefensive player attempting to
make a play on a runner, the ball is dead, the runner closest to home
plate at the time of the interference shall be declared out, and each
other runner must return to the last base legally touched at the time of
the interference.

BATTING

Mnou [ SILE t2a8AGA2y Ay GKS . GGSNRa

1) The batter has ten (10) seconds after being directed by the plate umpire to
GF18 GKSANI L2aAdA2y Ay (GKS ol ddSNDa

EFFECT: The ball is dead. A strike is called. If this pitch is the third gteke,

batter is declared out.

2). 20K F¥SSi 2F GKS o6FGGS8SNJ ydzad 68 02YL
box. No part of the foot may be outside the lines until the pitch is released.

EFFECT: If the umpire sees a line violation before the start of ttehpthe

dzZYLIANB akKlhftf OFff a¢AYS2dzikeAYSe
the box. If the batter fails to comply within 10 seconds, a strike is
called. The ball is deadNo pitch has to be thrown.

3) The pitcher must deliver the pitch and the batter Bheot leave her position

AY GKS o6l d0SND& 02E 2y 0SS (KS LIAGOKS
from the catcher, both hands have touched in full view of the umpire and
the hands have separated.

EFFECT:

a) If the batter holds up her hand, steps out tiie box or uses any other
action as if requesting time and the pitcher legally delivers the ball, it
shall be called a ball / strike, depending upon the location of the pitch.
The ball remains live.
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b) If the pitcher hesitates or stops in her delivery as a result of the batter
holding up her hand, stepping out of the box or using any other action
as if requesting time, it shall not be an illegal pitch. Since both the
batter and pitcher have violated thedzf S5 ab2 t AGOKE¢ &KL
LTI Ay (KS dzYLIANBQa 2dzRIYSYy Gz (G(KS ¢
to create an illegal pitch, the ballisdead ab2 t AGOKé¢ A& OF
subsequent action on that pitch is canceled. A warning shall be issued
to the offending team and the batter. A repeat of this type of act by any
member of the team warned shall result in the offender being ejected
from the game.
4) The batter may not contact the pitch (moment of bat/ball contact) when any
part of the foot is buching home plate, even though she may be touching
(KS tAySa 2F (KS oFldGiSNDR& o62E® Ly |
pitch when an entire foot is touching the ground completely outside the
tAySa 27 (KS oFdGSNRaE o062E®
EFFECT: Whether the balfasr or foul, the batter shall be declared out
immediately. The ball is dead.

10.3 Balls and Strikes

1) Thestrike2y S A& GKS I NBI 0208 K2YS$S LI I
knees and the bottom of the sternum when she assumes her natural batting
stance. The ball must be between the vertical and horizontal plane of the
strike zone to be a strike. A ball touching the ground before it reaches home
plate cannot be a strike, even if it passes through the strike zone.

a) A pitch shall be judgedtobe abalNJ A GNA 1S Ay NBE | GA:
natural position as the pitch crosses home plate.

b) A pitch shall be judged to be a ball or strike as it crosses home plate,
not where it is caught by the catcher.

2) A called ball is awarded to the batter:

a) When a legal pch that is not struck by a batter touches the ground
before reaching home plate, touches home plate or does not enter the
strike zone.

Note: If a pitched ball strikes the ground in front of the batter and the

batter swings at it, the ball is in play iit land strike if missed.
3) A called strike is charged to the batter.

a) For each legally pitched ball that enters the strike zone without first
touching the ground. The top of the ball must be on and with the
horizontal plane and either side of the ball mustdn or within the
vertical plane of the strike zone to be a strike.

b) Each legally pitched ball that is swung at by the batter and missed.
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EFFECT: The ball is live. Each runner may advance witfityiadibe
put out.

c) For each foul tip.

EFFECT: The ball is liviach runner may advance with liability to be
put out. The batter is out if it is the third strike.

d) For each foul ball when the batter has fewer than two strikes.

EFFECT: The ball is de&thch runner must return, without liability to
be put out, to the base legally occupied at the time of the
pitch.

e) When the batter bunts foul after the second strike.

EFFECT: If the bunt attempt is caught in the air, the ball is live. If the
bunt attempt results in a foul ball not legally caught, the ball is
dead, the batter is out, and each runner must return, without
liability to be put out, to the base legally occupied at the time
of the pitch.

) C2NJ SIFOK o6t daGs$s
Of 2GKAYy3 6KSy

g) For each pitch that hits the batte

h)C2NJ SI OK LA GOKSR
she swings and misses.

EFFECT(10.33 / f-h) The ball is dead. Runners may not advance.

Each runner must return, without liability to be put out, to the
base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.
)2KSy GKS oFddSNIFrHAfta G2 1S GKSA
10 secod’s after being directed to by the plate umpire.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. No pitch has to be thrown. A strike is called.
Each runner must remain on the base legally occupied at the
time of the pitch.
10.4 Fair Ball
1) A fair batted ball shall be judged@rding to the relative position of the ball
and the foul line, including the foul pole, and not with respect to the
position of the fielder (on fair or foul ground) at the time the ball is
contacted. A legally batted ball that:
a) Touched on or settles orr @ver fair territory between home plate and
first base, or between home plate and third base.
b) Touches first, second or third base, unless a rurundielder
previously touched itvhile the ball was in foul territory.
c) While over or on fair territory, toutes the person, attached
equipment or clothing of an umpire or player.
d) First touched or first falls over or on fair territory beyond first or third
base.

I ff (Klpérsonic2 dzOK S &
a Ay GKS ol di
ball is in the strike zone.

tt GKIFG 02dz0K
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e) Bounces past or over first base or third basgaelless of where the

ball hits after passing the base.

f) While over fair territory, passes out of the playing field beyond the

home-run fence or while in flight, hits the foul pole.

Note: While in flight, when a batted ball hits the top of the henme
fence while in fair territory and then bounces over the fence, itis a
home run.

10.5 Foul Ball

1) A foul grounder, line drive or fly shall be judged according to the relative
position of the ball and the foul line, including the foul pole, and not with
respectto the position of the fielder at the time the ball is contacted.

a) The ball is touched on / settles on or over foul territory between home

plate and first base or home plate and third base.
b) Touches the dirt or touches the batter or home plate and then thiés
OFGGSNI 6KAT S aKS Aa aidAatt sAGKAY
c) While over or on foul territory, touches the person, attached clothing
or equipment of an umpire or player or any object foreign to the
natural playing surface
d) Rolls or bounces past first / third base or over foul territory.
e) Touches the bat or touches the dirt or home plate and then hits the bat
I aSO02yR GAYS gKAETS AG Aa adatf Ay
AGAff AYaArARS (KS olFlGGSNDRE o62E®
f) First falls or is touched on or over foul teatiy beyond first or third
base
g) While both the runner and the ball are in foul territory, the runner
AYGSNFSNBa ¢6A0GK || RSTSyaagsS Ll es
hyl Ata GKS LAGOKSNDA LXFGES FyR NRf
reaching third ofirst base.
)D2Sa RANBOGEE FTNRY (GKS oldG G2 lye
body other than her hand or gloved hand.
10.6 Foul Tip
1! olFdGSR oltf GKIFG GN} @gSta RANBOGT @
mitt/glove and is legally caught by the chér.

Note: Any batted ball that travels directly from the bat, to any part of the
OFr i OKSNNa o62Re 2NJ SljdAaLlYSyid 20GKS
is a foul ball and dead. It is not a foul tip.

2) A runner may advance on a foul tip without tagging. Tha tip is treated

as a norcontacted pitch.

EFFECT: (10.642 A strike is charged to the batter, the ball is live and

each runner may advance with liability to be put out. The
batter is out if it is the third strike.

I
E
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10.7 Bunts, Slaps, Hits
1) HIT: A legally batted fair ball is a hit.

a) No intent to contact the ball is necessary.

b) The ball is live.

c) As soon as the batter legally hits a fair ball, the batter becomes a
batter-runner.

d) Whether forced or notthe base runners advance with liability to be
put out.

e) If a fairhit ball should touch a runner or umpire while still in flight, it
shall be considered a ground ball. It cannot be caught as a fly ball.

2) BUNT A buntis a legally batted ball, not swunglait intentionally tapped
with the bat.

a) The dropped third strike rule applies on a missed bunt attempt with
two strikes.

b) Holding the bat in the strike zone is considered a bunt attempt. In
order to take a pitch, the bat must be withdrawn from the striane.
Another words, pulled backward away from the ball.

c) A bunt that is caught in the air remains in play and live, regardless of
the number of strikes on the batter, whether it is foul or fair.

ALF SAGK FSHSNI GKIyYy G662 &tedlisinda sz (¢
foul ball not legally caught, it is a strike and the ball is dead. With two
strikes, the ball is dead and the batter is declared out.

3) SLAP A slap hit is a batted ball that has been hit with a short, chopping
motion rather than a full swingA slapped foul is treated like any other
foul ball and shall not result in an out unless caught in flight.

REGULATIONS GOVERNING BATTING
10.8 Bat
1)ALTEREDBXT ! o6l GGSNI aKkft y2d4d GF1S8 Ly
Any bat that has been altereshall be removed from the game.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter shall be declared out and ejected from
the game. Each runner must return to the last base legally occupied. The bat
shall be removed from the game.
2) BROKEN BATWhen the batbreaks ad a part of it hits a fielder or a runner
or a part of it is hit by the batted ball in fair territory, the ball remains live. It
is not interference. If a part of the bat is touched by the batted ball in foul
territory, it is a foul ball.
3)ILLEGALBAT ol GGSN) aK2dAd R y284 GF1S8 Fy At
4) NONAPPROVED BA batter shall not take a neapproved bat into the
oFidiSNRa 62E®
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EFFECT: (10.8443 The ball is dead. The battes declared out and base
runners shall return to the base last occupied at the time of the pitch. The
bat shall be removed from the game. Exception: Advance is legal on a non
contacted pitch or ball four.
5) THROWN BATWhen a bat is thrown into fair tetary, whether
intentionally or not, and it interferes with a defensive player attempting
to make a play, interference shall be called.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is out. Base runners shall return to the
last base occupied at the time of the @O K ® L¥TX AY GKS dzY L
interference prevented a double play, two outs may be declared.

10.9 Batted Ball off Batter, Clothing, Attached Equipment
When a batted ball hits the dirt, home plate or the batter, and then hits the
batter, the ball islead immediately
EFFECT:
a)LT GKS o6l G4SN A& 2dzi 2F GKS ol Gidsn
the batter is declared out, and each runner must return to the base
legally occupied at the time of the pitch.
b)LT GKS o6 GG§SNJ A& Halis callkdSa saikeisii S N & ¢
charged to the batter if she has fewer than two strikes, and each
runner must return to the base legally occupied at the time of the
pitch.
LT (KS oFdGSNI A& 2dzi 2F GKS ol GdsSt
a foul ball iscalled, a strike is charged to the batter if she has fewer
than two strikes, and each runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch.

10.10 Batting Order

The batting order that is provided to the plate umpire must be followed
throughout the game, except that a starting player may be replaced by a
substitute who must take the place of the starting player in the batting order.
In addition, the FLEX may replace the designated player on offense. The first
batter listed on each tea@ a -d&ZNy®F NR akKl tf fSIFR 2FF &
half of the first inning. After the first inning, the first (leaff) batter in each
inning shall be the player whose name follows that of the last batter who
completed her full turn at bat in the preding inning. If the third out in an

inning is made before a batter completes her turn at bat, she shall be the first
batter in the next inning and she shall start with-@ @ount.
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10.11 Batting Otiof Order

1) When a batter fails to bat in proper order as listed on the officiatlipe
card, the player is batting out of order.

2) Thedefensive team is the only ortkat can make an appeal play for batting
out of order. The defensive team forfeits itshigo appeal batting out of
order when one illegal or legal pitch has been made to the following batter
or when the pitcher and all infielders have clearly vacated their normal
fielding positions and have left fair territory.

3) The effect for batting out obrder varies depending upon when the
infraction is reported to the plate umpire.

EFFECT: (10.113} If the error is reported while the incorrect batter is at

bat, the correct batter may take her place and legally assume any balls and

strikes. Any runscored or bases advanced while the incorrect batter was at
bat shall be legal.

Note: A wrong batter at the plate may be corrected lgy dffensive team with

no effect.

a) If the error is reported after the incorrect batter has completed her turn
at bat andbefore an illegal or legal pitch has been delivered to the
following batter, or before the pitcher and all infielders clearly have
vacated their normal fielding positions and have left fair territory:  (a)
the player who should have batted is out; (Il results because of a
oFrfft oFrdGSR 6@ GKS AYLINRPLISNI 6 GGSNI
advance to first base as a result of obstruction, an error, a hit batter,
walk, dropped third strike or a base hit shall be nullified; (c) the next
batter isthe player whose name follows that of the player called out for
failing to bat; (d) if the batter declared out under these circumstances is
the third out, the correct batter in the next inning shall be the player
who would have come to bat had the playerlen put out; and (e) if the
third out is made on a player before the report of the infraction, an
appeal may still be made in order to reinstate the correct batting order.

b) If the error is reported after the first illegal or legal pitch to the next
batter or after the pitcher and all infielders clearly have vacated their
normal fielding positions and have left fair territory: (a) the turn at bat
of the incorrect batter is legal; (b) all runs scored and bases run are
legal; and (c) the next batter is the pj@r whose name follows that of
the player who batted out of order.

Notes:

a) No runner shall be removed from the base she is occupying to bat in her

proper place except the batter who has been taken off the base by the
plate umpire (as in the effect above3he merely misses her turn at bat
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with no effect. The batter following her in the batting order becomes the
legal batter.

b) Players who have not batted and who have not been called out have lost
their turn at bat until reached again in the regular order.

c) The announcer shall announce the players as listed on thapicard.
The publieaddress announcer; umpires or official scorer shall not call
attention to the improper batter. If this occurs, thafal umpire shall
warn the publieaddress announcer and/or the official scorer that on the
next infraction, he/she will be removed from that position.

10.12 Checked Swing
1) Regardless of whether or not the batter checked her swing, a pitched ball
should be alled a strike when it is in the strike zone.
2) A pitched ball should be called a ball when the plate umpire is blocked out or
in doubt, regardless of whether or not the batter checked her swing.
3) When thecatcher requests the home plate umpire to appeal toase
umpire regarding a checked swing, the appeal must be made.
Note: As a general rule, there are four factors when attempting to determine if
a batter has swung at the ball or checked her swing:
i) Did she roll her wrists?
ii) Was the bat out in front of hdyody?
iii) Did she swing through the ball and bring the bat back or draw the bat
back before the pitch arrived?
iv)Did she make an attempt to hit/bunt/slap the pitch?
10.13 Dropped Third Strike Rule
1) When with fewer than two outs and first base occupied, the catchits to
catch a third strike before the ball touches the ground.
EFFECT: The batter is out. The ball is live. Base runners may advance with
the liability of being put out.
2) When with two outs or fewer than two outs and first base is unoccupied, the
cacher fails to catch a third strike before the ball touches the ground.
EFFECT: The ball is live. The batter becomes a batterer with the liability
to be put out. Base runners may advance with liability to be put
out.
10.14 Hitting Ball a Second Tén
1) A batter may not, after contacting a fair ball, contact the ball with the bat a
second time in fair territory.

EFFECT:
aLT GKS olFd Aa aidatt Ay GKS ol GaGSNI
aS02yR (AYS IyR GKS ol G0 SNgdeall, 2 dzi
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the batter is out, and each runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch.

b)LT GKS ol d Aa adatt Ay GKS al GdSNX
secondtimeaR G KS oFGGSNI A& gAGKAY GKS
a foul ball is ruled, and each runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch.

LT GKS ol G A&a 2dzi 2F GKS ol GidGdSNDa
againstthe batiff F ANJ G SNNAG2NEB | yRXI Ay (KS$S
was no intent to interfere with the course of the ball, the ball is live.

If it stops or is touched in fair territory, it is a fair ball. If the ball
touches the bat in fair territory and then rolls téoul ground and
stops, it is a foul ball. If the ball rolls against the bat in foul territory,
it is a foul ball regardless.

dLF GKS old A& 2dzi 2F GKS ol GdGSNRa
the ball in fair territory, the ball is dead, the batteis out, and each
runner must return to the base legally occupied at the time of the
pitch.

2) The batter may not, after contacting a foul ball, intentionally deflect the
course of the ball in any manner while running to first or intentionally
interfere withd KS  OF § OKSNRa FdGSyLi G2 FASER

EFFECT: The batter is out. The ball is dead. Each runner must return to the

base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

3) The batter may not swing and miss a pitched ball and then accidentally hit it
on the follow-through or after it bounces off the catcher or her mitt/glove.

EFFECT: The pitch is a strike. The ball is dead. The batter is declared out if

the pitch was a third strike; otherwise, she remains at bat. Each
runner must return to the base lgally occupied at the time of the
pitch.

4) The batter may not swing and miss a pitched ball and then intentionally hit it

on a second swing or after it bounces off the catcher or her mitt/glove.

EFFECT: The batter is declared out. The ball is dead. &aoérmust return

to the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

10.15 Hit Batter (By Pitch)
1) A batter is awarded first base when a pitched ball neither swung at nor

called astrikai 2 dzOKSa |yé& LI NI 2F GKS ol dGidSN

iy GKS olGuSNRa o62E®
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is entitled to first base without liability

to be put out. Runners may not advance, unless forced.
Notes:
)¢KS olFlGdiSNDa KIFIyR& INB y2i 0O02yaiRr
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i) It does not matter if the ball strikes the ground before hitting the
batter.
2) The hit batter shall not be awarded first base under the following
circumstances:
a) The batter obviously tried to get hit by the pitch or made no attempt
to avod the pitch.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The pitch is a ball or strike (depending on its
location), and the batter remains at bat, except the batter is
declared out if the pitch was a third strike or the batter is awarded
FANRG o0l &S ATFTAKEE @A (1VOdky WS NE GloR @It
b) The batter is hit by a pitch in the strike zone.
EFFECT: The ball Is dead. The pitch is a strike. The batter is declared out if
the pitch is a third strike; otherwise, she remains at bat. Each
runner must return to tie base legally occupied at the time of the
pitch.
c) ¢KS LMGOKSR oFff (2dzOKS& Fyeé LI NI
and misses for a third strike.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is declared out. Each runner must return
to the base legally otupied at the time of the pitch.
d ¢KS o6FGGSNI Ad KAG o0& | LIAGOK 2 dzi
not swing or attempt to bunt
9CC9/ ¢Y ab2 tAlOKE
e) The pitcher shall not intentionally attempt to hit the batter with a
pitch.
EFFECT: The umpire shaflrwthe pitcher and both opposing coaches that
future violations by any pitcher will be cause for immediate ejection
of the pitcher and the head coach. If the umpire determines intent,
he may eject the pitcher and/or head coach without a warning.

10.16 llegally Batted Ball

An illegally batted ball occurs when the batter contacts the pitch and:

DIAGKSNI 2yS 2NIo62iGK 2F GKS ot diSNDa
2dziaARS GKS tAySa 2F (KS ol diSNRa

2)tye LI NI 2F GKS 0 IméflfelNauen thdughestie maya
0S (2dz0KAy3a GKS fAySa 2% (G(KS oldGid$s

EFFECT: (10.1642) The ball is dead. The batter shall be declared .out

Each runner must return to base legally occupied at the time of the pitch,

whether the ball is fair or éul.

b20SY 2 KSy ol GGSNDa 62ES&a INB y28 RN

the benefit of the doubt must go to the batter.

'.F
02
2 d
NI
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3) A nonrapproved or illegal bat is used.

EFFECT: The batter is out. Basaners shall not advance. The bat shall be
removed from the game.

4) An altered bat is used.

EFFECT: The batter is out and ejected from the game. Base runners shall not
advance. The bat shall be removed from the game.

10.17 Infield Fly Rule
The infield f rule is in effect, when immediately declared by the umpire

because the batter hits a fair ball (not including a line drive or an attempted
bunt) that can be caught by an infielder with ordinary effort when first and
second base or all three bases arewged, and there are fewer than two outs.
EFFECT: The ball is live. The battemer is out if the batted ball is fair.
Each runner may tag up and advance with the liability to be put out
once the batted ball is touched (before it is caught), the saamon
any caught fly ball. If a declared infield fly dsopped intentionally
or allowed to fall untouched, the ball is live, and the batteunner is
out which removes all force plays, and each runner may advance
with liability to be put out. A runner red not retouch her base(s).
Notes:
i) If a declared infield fly becomes a foul ball, it is treated the same as any
foul.
i) Any defensive player who positions herself in the infield at the start of
the pitch shall be considered an infielder for the purposeisfrtile.
iii) The infield fly is ruled when the ball reaches its highest point based on
the position of the closest infielder, regardless of who makes the play.
VLT GKS oFftf Aa ySIN GKS F2dA AyS:s
batter is out if faNJp €

10.18 Intentionally Dropped Fair Fly Ball

1) An intentionally dropped ball is a batted ball that is legally and actually
caught and then deliberately dropped. A ball that is guided to the ground
should not be considered an intentionally dropped balbah that is
trapped shall not be considered as having been intentionally dropped.

2) An infielder may not intentionally drop a fair fly ball, a line drive or a bunt
when there are fewer than two outs and runners are on first; first and
second; first and thd; or first, second and third.

EFFECT: (10.1842) The ball is dead. The batter is out. Each runner must

return to the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.
Exception The batter is not out if the infielder permits the ball in flight
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to drop untouched to the ground, except when the infield fly rule
applies.

(See Rule 10.17) If an infield fly is ruled, it has precedence over an
intentionally dropped ball.

10.19 Stepping Out of thedk

1) While the p|tcher is in the pitching_ posmon the batter shall not step from
2yS o6l GGSNDA 602E (2 GKS 20KSNJ 62E®

EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is out. Each runner must return to the

base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

2) Unless pernssion is granted by the umpire, the batter shall not leave her
LRaArAdAzy Ay GKS ol iiSNNna 62E 6KSy (K
iKS LAGOKSNDa LXIFGSo

9CcC9/ ¢Y ¢KS oFGGSNI £SI@oSa GKS oFdGSN

delivered, unlesssé NBljdzSaida FyR Aa 3INFyGaSR
umpire. If the plate umpire does not suspend play as requested by
the batter and the pitcher legally delivers the pitch, it shall be called a
strike or ball, depending upon the location of the pitch. Thelba
remains live.
3) Once the pitcher has taken the sign and started her wind up, she must
RSt AGSNI GKS LAGOK FyR GKS oF GGSNI &K
box.

EFFECT:

i) If the batter steps out of the box, holds up her hand or uses any other
action as if requesting time and the pitcher legally delivers the pitch,
it shall be called a strike or ball, depending upon the location of the
pitch. The ball remains live.

ii) If the pitcher hesitates or stops in her delivery as a result of the
batter stepping ait of the box, holding up her hands or using any
other action as if requesting time, it shall not be an illegal pitch.

{AyO0S 062GK GKS LAGOKSNI YR G(KS ol
shall be declared.

iLF¥ GKS dzYLIA NB 2 dzR 3 S adelibekafe attempid o S NI &
ONBFGS Iy AttS3rt LAGOKT G(KS olft

subsequent action on that pitch is canceled. A warning shall be
issued to the batter and to the offending team. A repeat of this type
of act by any member oftte team warned shall result in the offender
being ejected from the game.

4) The batter shall not hinder the catcher or any other fielder from throwing or
OFGOKAYy3 G(G(KS olff o0& adSLIMAyYy3a 2dzi 2
hlnder a player (steal/pickff/play at the plate) while standing within the

olGGSNDE 062E®
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EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is out. Each runner must return to the
trad olFlasS GKIGzZ Ay GKS dzy LA helimesnf 2dzR3Y
the interference.

Exceptions:

)LF GKS oFGGdSN) aGdNR|1Sa 2dzi YR Ayl
throw out a runner, the runner also is out. The ball is dead.

i) If a runner is advancing to home plate and there are fewer than two
outs, the rinner, instead of the batter is out. The ball is dead.

iii) If the catcher is not making a play on a base runner but the batter
AYGSNFSNBa 6A0GK GKS OF 6OKSNRA NBI
runner advances safely, the umpire should call time and return the
runner(s) to the base occupied at the time of the accidental
interference.

10.20 Batter is Out
The batter is out when:
1) The ondeck batter or any other member of the team at bat interferes with a
defensive player attempting to field a fly ball.
EFFECT: @&lball is dead. Each runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch.
2)¢KS ol GGSNI SyiSNaA (GKS olGGSNRaA 62E 5
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is ejected. The bat shall be removed
from the game. Each runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch.
33¢KS o1 GGSNI SYiSNAE G(GKS ol (il Sppidded 62E 4
bat.
9CC9/ ¢Y ¢KS olftf A& RSIFIR® L¥lF olFdds
non-approvedbat, the bat shall be removed from the game (i.e., not
returned to the dugout), the batter is out. Base runners shall not
advance.
Exception: Advance is legal on a naontacted pitch or ball four.
4) The offense bats out of order and the defense chajEnthe action after
the incorrect batter has completed her turn at bat and before a legal or
illegal pitch has been made to the following batter or before the pitcher and
all infielders clearly have vacated their normal fielding positions and have
left fair territory.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. Any advance or score made because of a ball batted
08 (GKS AYyO2NNBOG o6l GGSNI 2N 6 SOl dza ¢
first base as a result of obstruction, a hit batter, a walk, an error, a
dropped third strke or a base hit, shall be nullified. The next batter is
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the player whose name follows that of the player called out for failing
to bat.
5)¢KS ol GGSNRa SYyGANB T22( hidethénegOKA y 3
2T GKS ol G0GSNDAa 0 Dl contéct, Whétler fairdivduly i ( K
EFFECT: The ball is dead. Each runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch.
b20SY 2 KSENB y2 ol (dSNDamenbrauktbef Ay Sa
used and any doubt must go to the batter.
6)! y& LI NG 2F GKS oFdiSNRa F224 Aa G2d
ball contact, whether the ball is fair or foul.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. Each runner must return to the base legally
occupid at the time of the pitch.
7) The batter throws the whole bat into fair territory, whether intentionally or
not, and it interferes with a defensive player attempting to make a play.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. Each runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch. If, in the judgment of the umpire,
interference prevented a possible double play, two runners may be
declared out.
8) A batted ball hits the batter, or hits the dirt or home plate and then hits the
batter when the batterisou2 ¥ G KS o6l GGSNRa 62EX | YR
considered fair.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. Each runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch.
9) The batter hits a fair ball with the bat a second time in fair territory.
EFFECT:

i) 1fithS 6L GGSNI A& 2dzi 2F GKS ot GiSNDa
oFGiGSNna KFIyRo&av ¢KSy GKS olff Aa
dead. Each runner must return to the base legally occupied at the
time of the pitch. Exception: Ifthe batterisstéhA y3 Ay GKS &
02E FyR O2y il O A& YIRS 6KAES (GKS
ball is ruled even if the ball is hit a second time over fair territory.

i)L¥ GKS o610 A& 2dzi 2F GKS ol GdSNDa
(lands on) theball in fair territory, the ball is dead. Each runner must
return to the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

Note: If the batter drops the bat and the ball rolls against the bat in fair

territory, and, in the judgment of the umpire, there wasintent
to interfere with the course of the ball, the batter is not out, and
the ball is live, in play, and ruled fair or foul depending on where it
comes to rest or is first touched.
10) The batter swings and misses a pitched ball and then intentionadiythi
on a second swing or after it bounces off the catcher or her mitt/glove.
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EFFECT: The ball is dead. Each runner must return to the base legally

occupied at the time of the pitch.

11) The batter buntdoul after the second strike.

EFFECT: If the bunt attempt is caught in the air, the ball is live. Runners may

tag and advance with liability to be put out.

If the bunt attempt results in a foul ball not legally caught, the ball is
dead. Each runner maiseturn to the base legally occupied at the
time of the pitch.

12) ¢KS oFGGdSNRE GKANR &aGNR1S Aa I+ F2d

BEFFECT: The ball is live. Runners may advance without tagging but with

liability to be put out.

13) A called or swinging third strike is legally caughtlie catcher.

EFFECT: The ball is live. Runners may advance with liability to be put out.

14) The catcher fails to catch a third strike before the ball touches the ground
when there are fewer than two outs, and first base is occupied.

EFFECT: The ballii®l Runners may advance with liability to be put out.

15) ' LIAGOKSR oltf (2dzOKSa Fyeé LI NI 27F
hands, as she swings and misses for a third strike.

EFFECTThe ball is dead. Each runner must return to the base legally

occuped at the time of the pitch.

16) The batter with two strikes, is hit by a pitch in the strike zone, makes no
attempt to avoid a pitch in the strike zone or obviously tries to get hit by a
pitch in the strike zone.

EFFECTThe ball is dead. Each runner musturn to the base legally

occupied at the time of the pitch.

17) The batter hinders the catcher or any fielder from catching or throwing
GKS ol ft o0& &aGSLIMAYy3I 2dzi 2F GKS o
player (steal/pickoff throw or play at the plataile standing within the
ordidiSNDRE o02Eo®

EFFECT: The ball is dead. Each runner must return to the last base that, in

the judgment of the umpire, was legally touched at the time of the
interference.
Exceptions:
i) The ball is dead. If the batter strikes @utd interferes with the
OF GOKSND&a FGdSYLW G2 GKNBg 2dzi |
ii) The ball is dead. If a runner is advancing to home plate and there
are fewer than two outs, the runner, instead of the batter is out.
iii) If the catcher is not makinggday on a base runner but the batter
interferesg A G K GKS OF G6OKSNRAa NBGdz2NYy G
runner advances safely, the umpire should call time and return to
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the runner(s) to the base occigal at the time of the accidental
interference.
18) ¢ KS o0FGGSNI aGSLla FNBY 2yS ol GiSNRa
the position ready to pitch.
EFFECTEhe ball is dead. Each runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pith.
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11.00 Use of Double First Base

When using a double first base (white/orange) it is divided for safety purposes
utilized by fielders/batterrunner(s). It is highlyreouraged for the fielder to

use the white base and the batter/runner to use the orange base on a routine

play atfirst5 dzNAy 3 | LI & FNRY F2dzZ GSNNRG2N
may switch bases on the playowever, once the batter/runner reachésis
o0lasS aKS gArft 0SS O2yaARSNBR F aNdzyySN

plays such as: errant throws, tags, pickoffs and returns to first base will
only allow players to use thehite portionof the base.
a) Using the foul line as a guide, atteal ball hitting the white portion
of the base is declared fair and batted ball hitting the orange portion
of the base is declared foul.

11.1 Batter Becomes a BattdRunner

The batter becomes a batteunner with liability to be put out:

1) When with two ous or fewer and first base is unoccupied, the catcher fails
to catch a third strike before the ball touches the ground. (Rule 10.13)
Note: When the catcher fails to catch a third strike before the ball touches

the ground with fewer than two outs and filsase is occupied, the
batter is automatically out; the ball is live; and each base runner may
advance with liability to be put out.

2) After a legally batted fair ball that is not blocked.

3) When a fair batted ball strikes the person, clothing of a runner chita
equipment or an umpire after touching an infielder (including the pitcher).
Note: When said ball touches the runner/umpire while still in flight, it shall

be considered a ground ball. | cannot be caught as a fly ball.

4) When a fair batted ball strikehe person, clothing of a runner, attached
equipment or an umpire after passing a fielder (other than the pitcher),
and no other infielder had a chance to make a play.

EFFECT: (11.14/4) The ball is live. The batter becomes a battenner and

advanes with liability to be put out. Each base runner advances
with liability to be put out, whether forced or not.

11.2 Base Awards
1) First Base The batter is awarded first base with no liability to be put out:
a)! TASNI aolkfft F2dzNE
EFFECTEhe ball is live uless blocked. The batter may advance beyond
first base with liability to be put out. If forced, each base
runner advances one base with no liability to be put out. If not
forced, each base runner may advance with liability to be put
out.
b) After catcher dstruction(See SectioB.11)
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c) After being hit by a pitch(See Section 10.15)

d) When a fair, untouched batted ball strikes a person, clothing of an
umpire, attached equipment before touching a fielderc{uding the
pitcher), or before passing a fielder (other than the pitcher).

e) When a fair, untouched batted ball strikes a person, clothing of an
umpire, attached equipment after passing an infielder (including the
pitcher), but another fielder had a chantemake a play.

EFFECT(11.2 /1, de) The ball is dead, The batter is awarded first base

and credited with a base hit. Each base runner, if forced,
advances one base with no liability to be put out. If not forced,
each runner must return to the baskegally occupied at the time
of the pitch.

f) When a runner intentionally kicks the ball that an infielder has missed.

EFFECTThe ball is dead. The batter is awarded first base and the

runner is out. Each other runner, if forced, advances one base
with no liability to be put out. If not forced, each other runner
must return to the base legally occupied at the time of the
pitch.

g) When a fair batted ball strikes the person, clothing of a runner or
attached equipment before touching an infielder (including th
pitcher) or passing an infielder (other than a pitcher) who has a
reasonable chance to make a play.

h) When a fair batted ball strikes the person, clothing of a runner or
attached equipment after passing an infielder (including the pitcher),
and another fidder had a chance to make a play.

EFFECT: (11.2/ thy

i) In general, the ball is dead, and the batter becomes a batter
runner and is awarded first base and credited with a base hit.

ii) If off base when struck by a fair ball, the runner is out, and each
runner not forced by the battesrunner must return to the base
she legally touched at the time of the interference. If forced,
each other runner advances one base without liability to be put
out. The ball is dead.

iii) If on base when struck by a fair ball, themner is not out. The
ball is live or dead, depending on the position of the fielder
closest to the base. If the closest defensive player is in front of
the base the runner is in contact with, the ball is live. If the
closest defensive player is behirttie base, the ball is dead. If
forced, each runner advances one base with no liability to be
put out. If unforced, each runner must return to the base
legally occupied at the time of the pitch.
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2) SecondBase The batter is awarded second base with no liability to be put
out:
a) When a fair batted ball touches loose equipment belonging to the
defense.
b) When a fair batted ball bounces over, passes through or wedges under
a fence or designated boundary of thiying field, or becomes
blocked.
¢) When a fair batted ball lodges in the fence, or in vines or shrubbery on
the fence.
d) When a fair batted ball deflects off a defensive player and crosses into
deadball territory (excluding a ball deflected over the homm fence
in fair territory), or passes an infielder (excluding the pitcher), deflects
off a runner or umpire, and crosses into delaall territory, provided
no other infielder has a reasonable chance to make a play.
e) When a fair batted ball deflects off arfee and then off a fielder
before going over the homeun fence.
EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is awarded second base and is
credited with a two-base hit (double). Each other base runner
is awarded two bases from the base legally occupied at the
time of the pitch.
3) Third Base The batter is awarded third base with no liability to be put out:
a) When a fielder intentionally catches or contacts a fair batted ball with
her helmet, cap, chest protector, mask, mitt/glove or any part of her
uniform that isdetached from its proper place on her person.
b) When an illegal touch or catch is made on a batted ball that, in the
opinion of the umpire might become fair.
EFFECT11.2 / 3 ab) Delayed dead ball is signaled. The batter is
awarded third base and credid with a threebase hit (triple),
but may advance farther with liability to be put out. Each
other base runner is awarded home plate.
4) Home Plate The batter is awarded home plate with no liability to be put
out:
a) When a fair batted fly ball strikes theul pole above the fence level or
leaves the playing field in fair territory without being caught, touching
the ground or going through the fence even if the ball is deflected by a
fielder.
b) An illegal touch or catch is made on a fair hit ball that, indhé LJA NB Q &
judgment, would have cleared the hornen fence in flight.
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Note: The ball may have been prevented from going over the fence by a
spectator or by detached player equipment which is throwakek,
tossed or held by a fielder.

EFFECT: (11.2/4#The ball is dead. The batteunner is entitled to a

home run, and each other base runner is awarded home plate.
5) Judged BasesA batter, batterrunner or runner is entitled to advance the
numbe of bases that the umpire judges to be appropriate:

a) When a fielder, not in possession of the ball, not in the act of fielding a
batted ball or not about to receive a thrown ball, fakes a tag without
the ball or otherwise impedes her.

EFFECT: (See Fiel@drstruction / Section8.11¢ 3)

b) When a spectator reaches out of the stands or enters the field and
interferes with a play. The field belongs to the fielder and the stands
belong to the spectator, except that the fielder may reach into the
stands or oven fence to attempt to catch a batted fly ball.

EFFECT: (SBeectator Interference /Section 8.7)

¢) When a fair batted ball becomes lodged in the clothing or attached
equipment of an umpire or offensive player.

EFFECT: (See Equipment Blocked Ball / Se¢t®)n

d) When an umpire suspends play to protect a player who was seriously
injured.

EFFECTThe ball is dead. The batter, batemner and base runners are

awarded the appropriate bases.
6) Two Bases When a fielder intentionally contacts or catches a thrdvatl

with her cap, mask, helmet, chest protector, mitt/glove or any part of her

uniform that is detached from its proper place on her person.

EFFECT: Delayed dead ball is signaled. The batterer and each base
runner are entitled to advance two basesom the time of the throw
but may advance farther with liability to be put out.

11.3 BatterRunner is Out

The batterrunner is out when:

1) She hits a fair ball and is legally put out before reaching first base.
EFFEC The ball is live. Each runner magvance with liability to be

put out, whether forced or not.

2) When she hits a foul or fair ball, other than a foul tip, and it is caught by a
fielder before it touches the ground, any object or person other than a
defensive player.

3) When she is legally putub before reaching first base when the catcher
fails to catch a third strike before the ball touches the ground with two
outs, or when there are fewer than two outs, and first base is unoccupied.
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Note: When the catcher fails to catch a third strike before the ball touches
the ground with fewer than two outs and first base is occupied, the
batter is automatically out.

EFFECT(11.3/ 23) The ball is live. Each runner may advance with liability

to be put out.

4) When she does not proceed to first base after a fair batted ball or a
dropped third strike (with two outs, or when there are fewer than two
outs and first base is unoccupied).

EFFECTThe ball is live. The batterunner shall be declared out ghe is
touched while off base, the base is touched before she reaches
it, or she leaves the field of play. Each runner may advance
with liability to be put out.

5) When she does not proceed to first base after:

a) A base on balls.

EFFECTThe ball is live. Tehbatter-runner is out if and when she leaves
the field of play. Each runner may advance with liability to be
put out.

b) Being hit by a pitch

EFFECTThe ball is dead. The batteunner should proceed directly to
first base; however, if she requires medittreatment, she
may receive it before proceeding to first base. (The batter
runner is not out if she leaves the field for necessary medical
treatment.) Each runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch

c) Catcher obstruction

BEFFECT(See Catcher Obstruction / Section 8.11 / 1) Delayed dead ball
is signaled. If the coach elects to take the result of enforced
catcher obstruction, the battesrunner is awarded first base,
and each runner may advance only if forced.

6) When, after raching a base safely, a batemner or runner(s) abandons
her base and obviously heads toward her position or the dugout (thinking
she was put out), or leaves the field of play for any reason.

EFFECTEhe ball is live. The battemunner or runner(s) iout, and each
other runner may advance with liability to be put out.

7) When she hits an infield fly, and the infield fly rule is in effect.
EFFECT(See Infield Fly Rule, Section 10.17)

8)2 KSy SAGKSNI 2F KSNJ FSSiG Aa ooataetd Si S
gAGK GKS IANRBdzyRZ | yRZ AY (KS dzY LA NE
fielder taking the throw at first baseException: She may run outside the
NHzy y SNR& tFyS (2 F@2AR | FASERSNI I
touch the base on théast stride.
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EFFECT: The ball is dead. Each runner must return to the last base
legally touchedat the time of the interference.

9) When with fewer than two outs and first, first and second, first aniddthor
first, second and third bases are occupied, an infielder intentionally drops a
batted or bunted fair ball or line drive which could have been caught with
ordinary effort.

Note: An intentionally dropped ball is a batted ball that is legally and
actually caught and then deliberately dropped. A trapped ball shall
not be considered as having been intentionally dropped. A ball that
has been guided to the ground should not be considered an
intentionally dropped ball.

EFFECTEhe ball is dead. Eachmoer must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch. Exception: The batter is not
out when the infielder permits the ball in flight to drop
untouched to the ground, except when the infield fly rule applies.
If an infield fly is ruledjt takes precedence over an intentionally
dropped ball.

10) When she runs the bases in reverse order to confuse opponents or to make

a travesty of the game.

EFFECTThe ball is dead. Each runner must return to the base legally

occupied at the time of the gch.

11) When she steps back toward home plate to delay or avoid a tag by the

fielder.

EFFECTEhe ball is dead. Each runner must return to the last base legally

touched at the time of the pitch.

12) When she interferes with a play at home plate in an attempprevent an

obvious out.

EFFECTEhe ball is dead. The batter and the runner at home are both
declared out. Each other runner must return to the last base
legally touched at the time of the interference.

13) When she interferes with a fielder attempting field a batted ball,

interferes with a fielder attempting to throw the ball, intentionally

AYUSNFSNBa 6AGK || GKNRoy olftf oKAES

with a fair batted ball before reaching first base or interferes with a

dropped third strke.

EFFECTEhe ball is dead. Each runner must return to the last base legally
touched at the time of the interference. If the interference, in
the judgment of the umpire, is an obvious attempt to prevent a
double play, the runner being played on alsball be called out.

Note: A battesrunner being hit with a thrown ball does not necessarily

constitute interference.
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14) When the immediate preceding runner who is not yet out intentionally
interferes, inthe judgment of the umpire, with a fielder who is attempting
to catch a thrown ball in an attempt to complete a play.

EFFECTThe ball is dead. The batteunner and the runner are declared
out. Each other runner must return to the last base legally
touched at the time of the interference.

15) When, after hitting a home run, providing her team previously was warned
for a first offense, the individual is touched by any member of the offensive
team other than the base coaches, before touching home plate.

EFFEC The ball is dead. The batter is out and credited with the last
base legally touched at the time of the interference. Each other
runner must return to the last base legally touched at the time
of the interference.

16) When a spectator enters the field pfay or reaches onto the field from the
stands and clearly prevents a fielder from catching a fly ball in the field of
play.

EFFECTEhe ball is dead at the moment of the interference. The umpire
shall award appropriate compensation, be it an out, extoases,
etc.

Note: Itis not interference if the fielder reaches into the stands or
over a fence and a spectator interferes with a possible
catch. The field belongs to the fielder and the stands belong
to the spectator.

BASERUNNER(S)
11.4 Base Runner MeAdvance With Liability to Be Put OQut
1) A runner may advance with liability to be put out:
a)2 KSy | LAGOKSR ottt tSI@gSa G(KS
b) After a legally batted fair ball that is not blocked.
c) After a fair batted ball that strikes the person, attached equiom
or clothing of a runner or an umpire after touching an infielder
(including the pitcher)
d) After a fair batted ball that strikes the person, attached equipment
or clothing or a runner or an umpire after passing an infielder
(other than the pitcher), ando other infielder had a chance to
make a play.
e) When a legally caught fly ball is first touched.
f) When a pitched or thrown ball hits an umpire.
g) When a pitched or thrown ball enters foul territory but is not
blocked.
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h) When a foul tip is legally caught.
Note: No tagup is necessary.
i) When a runner is hit by a fair batted ball while in contact with a
base, and the closest defensive player is in front of that base.
i) When a ball becomes lodged in a defensite @IS ND &  dzy A T2 N
equipment.
EFFECT: (1114 a-j) The ball is live.
11.5 Base Awards
An offensive player who is entitled to advance because of a base award is
not in jeopardy of being put out. However, upon proper appeal by the defense,
she may be cal out for base running violations. In addition, to any special
ground rules established, the following awards are in effect:
1) One Base A base runner is entitled to advance one base with no liability

to be put out:

a) If forced to vacate a base because aire-base award to the batter.

EFFECT: The ball is live unless blocked. Each runner advances one base if

forced and may advance farther with liability to be put out. If
unforced, each runner may advance with liability to be put out.

b) When a pitcher makean illegal pitch, provided the offensive coach

does not take the result of the play.

EFFECT: Delayed dead ball is signaled. Each runner is awarded one base
from the base occupied at the time of the pitch. The batter is
awarded a ball. Ifthepitchig . £ f C2dzNE 2NJ (1KS
the illegal pitch, the batter is awarded first base.

¢) When a pitched ball is blocked (ex: lodges in or goes under, over or

through the backstop).

EFFECT: The ball is dead. The batter is awarded first base only on the

fourth ball. Each runner is awarded one base from the base
legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

d) When a live ball is unintentionally carried by a fielder from playable

territory intodeado I £ £ GSNNRAG2NE 64/ G§OK | yR

EFFECT: The ball is de&hch runner is awarded one base from the last
base legally touched at the time the fielder entered dedwdll
territory.

e) When a fielder loses possession of the ball, such as on an attertgged

and the ball enters deaball territory or becomes blocked.

EFECT: The ball is dead. Each runner is awarded one base from the last

base legally touched at the time the ball became blocked.
2) Two BasesA base runner is entitled to advance two bases with no liability
to be put out:

a) If forced to vacate a base becausiea two-base award to the batter.
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EFFECT: The ball is live unless blocked. Each runner advances two bases
if forced and may advance farther with liability to be put out. If
unforced, each runner magdvance with liability to be put out.

b) When a fair ball deflects off a defensive player and enters «desid

territory.

¢) When a fair ball deflects off a runner or umpire and enters dealil

territory after having passed an infielder (excluding the pitcher)
provided no other infielder had a chance to make a play.

EFFECT11.5/ 2 bgc) The ball is dead. The batteunner and each other

runner are awarded two bases from the base legally occupied at
the time of the pitch.

d) When the ball is in play and iserthrown (beyond the boundary lines)

or is blocked.

EFFECTEhe ball is dead. Each runner is awarded two bases from the last
olasS tS3artte G2dzOKSR 6KSy ((KS
runners are between the same bases, the award is based on the
position of the lead runner.

Exceptions:

i) When a fielder loses possession of the ball, such as on an
attempted tag, and the ball enters dedull territory or becomes
blocked, each runner is awarded one base from the last base
touched at the time théball became blocked.

Note: If a runner touches the next base and returns to her
original base, the original base she left is considered the
last base touched for the purpose of an overthrow award.

ii) If the ball becomes blocked because of offensive equipment
involved in the game, the ball is ruled dead, and each runner
must return to the last base legally touched at the time of the
blocked ball. If the blocked ball prevented the defense from
making a play, the runner being played on is called out. i@f th
player has scored before the blocked ball was ruled, the runner
closest to home is called out.)

LTI Ay (GKS dzYLIANBQa 2dz2RIYSyGs | FA

or pushes a live ball from playable territory into delaall territory.
EFFECTEhe ball is @ad. Each runner is awarded tweases from the
last base legally touched at the time the ball enters debdll
territory.
3) Home Plate A base runner is entitled to advance to home plate with no
liability to be put out if forced to vacate abe because of a threar-four
base award to the batter.
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4) Judged BasesA batter, batterrunner or runner is entitled to advance the
number of bases that the umpire judges to be appropriate:

a) When a figder not in possession of the ball, not in the act of fielding a
batted ball or not about to receive a thrown ball, fakes a tag without
the ball or impedes her.

EFFECTSee Fake Tag Rule, Fielder Obstruction, 8.11/3)
Notes:

i) Base runner(s) may advaneether with liability to be put out.

i) An obstructed runner may not be called out between the two
bases where she was obsttad unless properly appealed for
missing a base, for an act of interference or for leaving a base
before a fly ball was first touched

b) When a spectator reaches out of the stands or enters the field of play
and interferes with the play.

EFFECTEhe ball is dead. The umpire shall award appropriate
compensation, be it an out, extra bases, etc.

Note: Itis not interference if the fieldexaches into the stands or over
a fence and a spectator interferes with a possible catch. The
field belonggo the fielder, and the stands belotgthe
spectator.

c) When an umpire suspends play to protect a player who was seriously
injured.

EFFECTThe lall is dead. The batter, batterunner and base runners
are awarded the appropriate bases.

11.6Base Runner Forfeits Exemption From Liability to Be Put Out

A base runner forfeits exemption from liability to be out:

1) If, after making the turn at or overruning first base, the batterunner feints
or attempts to continue to second base.

2) If, after dislodging a base, the runner attempts to reach the next base.

3) If, while the ball is in play or on awarded bases, the runner fails to touch a
base before attemptingo make the next base. If the runner put out is the
batter-runner at first base, or any other runner forced to advance because
the batter became a batterunner, this is a force out. A runner may not
return to touch a missed base or one left too sooneocaught fly ball, if she
is standing on a base beyond the base she missed, or left too soon when
G¢AYSe KlFha 6SSy OFrftSRo

4) If the ball is live and a runner, after reaching an awarded base, attempts to
advance farther.
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5) If the ball is live and a runner, after reaching base safely, abandons her base
(ex., heads towards her position or the dugout, because thinking she/other
were put out to end the inning).

11.7Base Runner is Qut
The base runner is ¢u

1) When on a force play, a fielder:

a) Contacts the base while holding the ball;
b) Touches the ball to the base; or
c) Tags the runner before she reaches the base.

2) If the ball is in play and she is not in contact with a base when she is legally

touched by the balsecurely held in the hand(s) or mitt/glove of a fielder.
Exceptions:

i) When a runner dislodges a base from its proper position, neither
she no the succeeding runner(s) in the same series of plays is
compelled to follow the base out of position. The basmoissidered
to have followed the runner, and the ball is live. The runner may
stay where she is without liability to be put out, or she may attempt
to advance farther with liability to be put out. Other runners may
advance with liability to be put out.

ii) When a runner reaches a base safely but the tag is applied with
excessive force which causes the runner to lose contact with the
base.

iii) A batterrunner who reaches first base safely and then overruns or
over slides may immediately return without liability be put out,
provided she does not feint or attempt to advance to second.

3) When she physically passes (eempletely overtakes) a preceding runner
before that runner has been put out, unless the passed runner was
obstructed.

Note: If this was the third ¢wf the inning, any runs scoring before the out
for passing a preceding runner would count. Runners are returned to
the proper order as soon as the ball is declared dead.

**\With fewer than two outs, if a batter, while running the bases after a
home run aitside the playing field, passes a preceding runner; the
batter is out, but all preceding runners score. With two outs, only
those preceding runners score who have touched the plate before the
batter is declared out. This is a timing play, not an appksi.

4) When anyone other than another runner physically assists player while the
ball is in play.

5) When, after play has resumed, the player fails to return to touch the base
they previously occupied, and the defensive team makes a proper appeal.
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6) When she is running to any base in regular or reverse order, and she
attempts to avoid or delay a tag by running out of the base path.
EFFECT11.7/ 1-6) The ball is live. Each other runner may advance with
liability to be put out.

Exception: It is not an infraction if a fielder is attempting to field a batted
oFtf Ay GKS NHzyySNRa LINELISNI LI
of or behind the fielder to avoid interfering with her.

7) When she interferes with a field@ttempting to field a batted ball,
interferes with a fielder attempting to throw the ball or intentionally
interferes with a thrown ball.

EFFECT:

i) The ball is dead. The batteunner is awarded first base and credited
with a base hit. Each runner ndbrced by the batterrunner must
return to the last base legally touched at the time of the interference.

ii) If the interference, in the judgment of the umpire, is an obvious
attempt to prevent a double play and occurs before the runner is put
out, the runnerbeing played on shall also be called out.

Notes:

(a) If a ball ricochets off one defensive player and another player has
the opportunity to make a play, the runner will be ruled out if she
intentionally interferes with the second fielder.

(b) If two fielders attenpt to field a batted ball, the umpire shall
determine which fielder is more likely to make the play, and only
that fielder is protected from interference by the runner. The
runner is not out when more than one fielder attempts to field a
batted ball, andhe runner comes into contact with the one who,
Ay GKS dzYLIANB Q& 2dzR3IAYSyiGxr O2dzA R

8) When she is struck with a fair batted ball while not in contact with a base
and before it passes an infielder, excluding the pitcher, who has a
reasonal# chance to make a play.

EFFECT:

i) The ball is dead. The batteunner is awarded first base and credited
with a base hit. Each runner not forced by the battarmnner must
return to the last base legally touched at the time of the interference.

ii) If two runners are hit by the same fair ball, only the first runner is
out. If the runner is off a base and hit by an infield fly, both the
runner and the batter is out. If the runner is touching a base when
hit by an infield fly, she is not out.

9) When a player istaick by a batted ball while in contact with a base, or
otherwise interferes with the fielder attempting to field a batted ball, they
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are not out unless the umpire rules intentional interference wittk ball or
the fielder making a play.

EFFECTIf the umpire rules intentional interference, the ball is dead, and the
batter is out if there are two outs. If there are fewer than two outs,
both the batter and the runner are out. Each other runner must
return to the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

10) When a player intentionally kicks a ball that an infielder has missed.

EFFECTEhe ball is dead. The batteunner is awarded first base and
credited with a base hit. Each runner not forced khe batter
runner must return to the last base legally touched at the time of
the interference.

11) When, after being declared out or after scoring, a runner interferes with a

RSFSyaAw@sS LXIF&SNRa 2LIRNIdzyArde G2 Y
12) Whenacoach,whiS Ay GKS O2l OKQ& 062EX AydSy
GKNRgy oFff 2N AYGSNFSNBa 6AGK GKS R
play on another runner.
Note: If a thrown ball accidentally touches a coach in foul territory, the ball
is live and in play.

13) When the coach near third base runs in the direction of home plate on or
near the baseline while a fielder is attempting to make a play on a batted
or thrown ball, and draws a throw to home plate.

EFFECT21.7/ 11-13) The ball is dead. The runner closeshome plate at

the time of the interference shall be declared out. Each runner not
forced by the batterrunner must return to the last base legally
touched at the time of the interference.

14) When a defensive player has the ball, the runner remains oridet and
deliberately, with great force, crashes into the defensive player.

Note: If the act is determined to be flagrant, the offender shall also be
ejected.

15) When one or more members of the offensive team stand or collect around
a base to which a runmés advancing, confusing the fielders and adding to
the difficulty of making the play.

Note: Members of a team include all persons authorized to be in the
i S Isugout.

EFFECT11.7/ 14-15) The ball is dead. Each runner not forced by the batter
runner must return to the last base legally touched at the time of the
interference.

16) When she leaves the base she is occupying before the pitch is released.

17) When she is legitimately off her base after a pitch or as a result of a batter
completing her turn at bia and while the pitcher has the ball within the
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18)LIA 1 OKSNDN&a OANDE ST aKS FlLAta G2 AYYS
advance to the next base.
19) When, once she returns to a base for any reasbe, leaves the base,
unless:
a) A play is made on her or another runner
b)¢ KS LIAGOKSNI y2 t2y3aSNI KFHa Ll2aasSaal
circle; or
c) The pitcher releases the ball on a pitch to the batter.
EFFECT11.7/16-Mmy 0 ¢KS o0l f t K& aA RSREOt WNBREI Al
runner must return to the base legally occupied at the time of the
pitch.
19) When after reaching a base safely, she abandons her base and obviously
heads toward her position or the dugout, believing she was put out or
that another runner or the battesrunner was put out to the end of the
inning.
20) When she used a running start (from a position behind and not in contact
with the base) to tag up on a caught fly ball.
EFFECT(11.7/ 19-20) The ball is live. Base runners may advanii
liability to be put out.

11.8Base Runner is Out After a Proper Appeal
The base runner is out after a proper appeal:
1) When she fails to touch each base (including home plate) in order when
advancing or returning to a base. Either the runnerhar nissed base may
be tagged.
Note: No runner may return to touch a missed base after a trailing runner
has scored or after leaving the field of play.
2) When she fails to retouch her base before a fielder tags her or the base,
after a foul or fair fly balk legally caught.
3) When she leaves her base to advance to another base before a caught fly
ball first touches the fielder. Either the runner or the base may be tagged.
Notes:
a) Bases left too soon on a caught fly ball must be retouched before
advancing to warded bases.
b) No runner may return to touch a base which she left too soon if she has
left the field of play or if a trailing runner has scored.
4) When she legally overruns first base, attempts to run to second base and is
legally tagged while off the base.
5) When, after a conference, base runners switch positions on the bases they
occupied, the ball has been put back in play, and before the end of the half
inning.
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6) When she is running or sliding for hometplgfails to touch it and makes no
attempt to return to it, and a fielder (while touching the plate) properly
appeals to the umpire for the decision.

11.9Base Runner is Not Out
The base runner is not out:

1) When she is hit with a fair batted ball ovex territory, and, in the
dzYLIANB Q& 2dzR3AYSyidzZ y2 AYyFASERSNI KIR

2) When she is hit with a fair, batted ball that has passed an infielder (excluding
GKS LAGOKSNLE FyRZ Ay (GKS dzYLIANBQa 2
reasonalte chance to make a play.

3) When she is hit by a fair batted ball after it touches or is touched by any
fielder (including the pitcher), and she could not avoid contact with the ball.

4) When she is hit by a batted ball while touching her base, unless she
intentionally interferes with the ball or a fielder making a play.

5) When a batterrunner overruns first base after touching it and returns
directly to the base.

6) When she fails to return to a base at the end of playing action because she is
not given sufficientitne. She will not be called out for being off base before
0KS LIAGOKSNI NSt SrasSa GKS olftod  ab2

7) When she keeps contact with her base until a fly ball touches a fielder and
then attempts to advance.

8) When she has legallyssted to advance. She may not be stopped by the
pitcher receiving the ball while on the pitching plate, nor by the pitcher
stepping on the plate with the ball in her possession.

9) When she does not run in a direct line to a base, provided a fielder in the
direct line does not have the ball in her possession.

10) When she runs behind or in front of the fielder and outside the baseline in

order to avoid interfering with a fielder attempting to field the ball in the
base path.

11) When more than one fielder attempts field a batted ball, and the runner
02YSa AyilG2 02yil Ol sAlGK GKS 2yS gK2
have made a play.

12) When she slides into a base and dislodges it from its proper position. The
base is considered to have followed the runner.

13) When she is touched while off a base:

a) With a ball not securely held by a fielder.
b) With a hand or mitt/glove of a defensive player when the ball is in the
LI Fe@SNDna 2GKSNJ Kl yRo®
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appeal play urit after the next legal or illegal pitch, or until after the
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15) pitcher and all infielders have clearly vacated their normal fielding
positions and have left fair territory.

16) When a fielder makes a play arbatter, batterrunner or runner while
using an illegal mitt/glove.

REGULATIONS GOVERNING BASE RUNNING

11.10Abandoning a Base or Effort to Run the Bases

1) Not proceeding to first base after a fair batted ball or a dropped third strike
(with two outs, orwhen there are fewer than two outs and first base is
occupied).

EFFECTThe ball is live. The battetrunner shall be declared out if she is
touched while off base, the base is touched before she reaches it, or
she leaves the field of play. Each runnemgnadvance with liability
to be put out.

2) Not proceeding to first base after a base on balls.

EFFECTEhe ball is live. The batteunner is out if and when she leaves the
field of play. Each runner may advance with liability to be put out.

3) Not proceediny to first base after being hit by a pitch.

EFFECTThe ball is dead. The batteunner should proceed directly to first
base; however, if she requires medical treatment, she may receive it
before proceeding to first base. (The batteanner is not outif she
leaves the field for necessary medical treatment.) Each runner must
return to the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch, unless
forced.

4) Not proceeding to first base after catcher obstruction.

EFFECT: Delayed dead ball is signaled.

i) If the coach elects to take the result of the play, the battexnner is
out if and when she leaves the field of play, and each runner may
advance with liability to be put out.

ii) If the coach elects to take the result of enforced catcher obstruction
the batter-runner is awarded first base, and each runner may
advance only if forced.

5) After reaching a base safely, obviously heading toward her position or the
dugout (believing she was put out, the batted ball was foul, etc.), or leaving
the field of play for any reson.

EFFECTEhe ball is live. The battemunner or runner(s) is out. Each other

runner may advance with liability to be put out.

11.11Catch and Carry
A fielder may not catch of field a live ball and carry it into dbali territory.
Thisiscomay f & NBFSNNBR G2 Fa + a0l G§OK I yR
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EFFECT:

i) The ball is dead. The batter and each runner are awarded one base,
without liability to be put out, from the last base legally touched at the
time the fielder entered deadball territory. Exception: If the ball is
legally caught fly ball, the batter is out.

NLFZ AY GKS dzYLIANBQa 2dzR3IYSYyGz I+ FaA
pushes, pitches or throws a live ball from playable territory into dead
ball territory, the ball is dead, and each runner is awarded two bases
from the last base legally touched at the time the ball entered dead
ball territory.

Notes:

(a) When a line is used to determine delaall (outof-play) territory,
the line is considered in play.

LT I FASEtRSNDA 7F22i-bdlierrg dn®KA Yy 3
is considered in the field of play and legally may field, catch or
throw the ball with no effect.

©LF I LXFe&SNna SyGiANB F22doallha 0S¢
territory at the time she catches, fields or throws the ball, she has
entered deaeball territory, the ball is dead and no play is
allowed.

(d) If a player has one foot in play atite other foot in the air, she
legally may catch, field or throw the ball until and unless he
entire foot contacts the ground in dedull territory, at which
time the ball becomes dead and no play is allowed.

(e) If a player contacts deaball territory with any part of the body,
including the entire foot, she is considered out of play. No play is
allowed.

11.12Caollisions

1) In order to prevent injury and protect the defensive player attempting to
make a play on a runner, the runner must be called out if she remains on
her feet and deliberately, with great force, crashes into a defensive player
holding the ball and waiting to apply a tag. In order to prevent a
deliberate crash ruling, the runner can slide, jump over the top of the
RSTSYRSNI K2t RAy3 GKS olFfftsx 32 I NP dzy
lane, the runner would be called out) or retutmthe previous base
touched.
Note: If the act is determined to be flagrant, the offender will be ejected.

EFFECTEhe ball is dead. The runner is called out for deliberately crashing

into a fielder, even if the ball is dislodged. If the runner delitagely

crashed into a fielder holding the ball before she was put out and, in

GKS dzYLIANB Q& 2dzRIAYSy iz AG gl a |y
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double play, the offender and player being played on shabdth be
declared out. If the deliberate crash occurs after the runner was
called out, the runner closest to home plate will be declared out. If
an obstructedrunner deliberately crashes into a fielder holding the
ball, the obstruction call will be igared, and the runner will le
called out.
2) Simply because there is contact between the defensive and offensive player
does not mean that obstruction or interference has occurred.
11.13Dislodged Base
1) When a runner dislodges a base from its proper positi@ither she nor the
trailing runner(s) in the same series of plays is compelled to follow the
base out of position. The base is considered to have followed the runner.
EFFECTThe ball is live. The runner may stay where she is without liability
to be putout, or she may attempt to advance farther with liability
to be put out. Each other runner may advance with liability to be
put out.
2) Each runner who attempts to advance to or past the dislodged base must
touch the spot where the base belongs.
3)Atthecont dza A2y 2F LIl e&3xX ac¢AvYS2dzaikeAyYSe
base shall be returned to its proper position.
11.14Fake Tag
A fake tag occurs when a fielder who neither possesses the ball nor is about to
receive the ball, obstructs a runner by pretengito have the ball and
simulating a tag, which causes the runner to slow down or stop. A fielder may
not fake a tag on a runner advancing or returning to a base.
EFFECTDelayed dead ball is signaled. If the obstructed batter, battenner
or runner i put out before reaching the base she would have
reached had there not been obstruction, the obstructed player and
each other runner affected by the obstruction will be awarded the
o0l aSoav aKS ¢2dzZ R KF@FS NBIFOKSR:Z A
there been ro obstruction. Subsequent violation by the same
individual may result in a ondase award to the obstructed player
and each other runner forced to advance.
11.15Hit by a Batted Ball
A base runner or umpire is considered hit by a batted ball when the ball
contacts his/her person, attached equipment or clothing:
1) When a runner not in contact with a base or umpire is struck by a fair batted
ball after it has passed an infielder (other than the pitcher), and, in the
dzYLIANB Q& 2dzR3AY Sy i I asgriblexlinics tdmakd Splayk S NJ
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2) When a runner not in contact with a base or umpire is unavoidably struck by
a fair batted ball after it touches or is touched by a fielder (including the
pitcher), andno other fielder had a reasonable chance to make a play.

EFFECT11.15 1-2) The ball is live. The batter becomes a battenner and

advances with liability to be put out. Each runner may advance with
liability to be put out, whether forced or not.
Note: When said ball touches the runner/umpire while still in flight, it shall
be considered a ground ball. It cannot be caught as a fly ball.

3) When a runner is struck by a fair batted ball while in contact with a base, she
is not out unless she intentiorglinterferes with the ball or the fielder
making a play. The ball is live or dead, depending on the position of the
fielder closest to the ball.

EFFECT:

i) If the closest defensive player is in front of the base the runner is in
contact with, the ball isive. The batterrunner and each other
runner may advance with liability to be put out.

ii) If the closest defensive player is behind the base the runner is in
contact with, the ball is dead. The batter is awarded first base,
credited with a base hit, and ezh other runner not forced by the
batter-runner must return to the base legally occupied at the time of
the pitch.

iii) If the umpire rules intentional interference, the ball is dead, and the
batter is out if there are two outs. If there are fewer than two osit
both the batter and the runner are out. Each runner must return to
the base legally occupied at the time of the interference.

4) When a runner is struck by a fair batted ball while not in contact with a base

and:

a) Before the ball touches an infielder, inding the pitcher;

b) Before the ball passes an infielder, excluding the pitcher, who has a
reasonable chance to make a play; or

c) After passing an infielder, including the pitcher, and another fielder
had a reasonable chance to make a play.

EFFECTRunner inerference.

i) The ball is dead, and the runner is out. The battenner is awarded
first base and credited with a base hit. Each runner not forced by the
batter-runner must return to the last base legally touched at the time
of the interference.

ii) If two runners are hit by the same fair batted ball, only the first
runner is out.
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iii) If the runner is off a base and is hit by an infield fly, both the runner
and the batter are out. If the runner is touchinglase when struck
by an infield fly, she is not out.
5) When a runner intentionally kicks a ball that an infielder has missed.
EFFECTThe ball is dead. The runner is out. The battenner is awarded
first base and credited with a base hit. Each runnettfiorced by
the batter-runner must return to the last base legally touched at the
time of the interference.
6) When a runner is struck by a fair batted ball over foul territory and, in the
dzY LIANB Q& 2dzRAYSy Gz y2 AyFASEtRSNI KIR
EFFECTThe ball is live and in play. The runner who was struck and each
other runner may advance with liability to be put out.

11.16lllegal Mitt/Glove Used to Make a Play on Batter, Batt®unner or
Runner

A fielder shall not make a play on a battbatter-runner or runner while using
an illegal glove or mitt.

EFFECTEhe coach of the offended team shall have the option to:

i) Nullify the entire play.

(1) The batter assumes the ball and strike count she had before the
pitch and continues her turn at bat

(2) Each runner returns to the base legally occupied at the time of
the pitch.

ii) Take the result of the play and disregard the illegal act.

iii) If the illegal catch or touch is made on a fair batted fly ball that, in the
dzY LIAWNB Q& 2dz2RAYSy (= ¢ 2-dai féncekthedS Ot St
batter-runner is entitled to a homerun, and each other base runner
is awarded home plate. The ball may have been prevented from
going over the fence by a spectator or by detached player equipment
which is thrown, tossed, kicked or held yfielder:

Note: If the illegal mitt/glove does not meet specifications(Section 3.6), it

shall be removed from the game (Not the dugout).

11.17L eading Off Base

Once a runner returns to a base for any reason, she may not leave the base
unless (a) a plaig made on her or another runner, (b) the pitcher does not

KI @S LlraaSaarzy 2F GKS olftt gAGKAY (K
the pitch to the batter. A base runner must be in contact with her base at the

time a pitched ball leaves tHeJA § OK SN a KI yR® 9EOSLII A2
does not allow sufficient time for a runner to return to a base, the runner shall

not be called out for being off the base before the pitcher releases the pitch.
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O«
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out. Each other base runner must return to the base legally
occupied at the time of the pitch.

11.18LookBack Rule

1) The lookback rule is in effect when the ball igdj the batterrunner has
touched first base, there are one or more runners, and the pitcher has
possession (ex., has ball in her glove or hand, under chin or arm, between
KSNJ £ S340 FyR O2yiNRf 2F GKS oltf @A
consRSNBR (G2 0SS Ay G(GKS LAGOKSNDRAE OANDE
circle or on the lines.

2) When arunner is legally off her base after a pitch or as a result of a batter
completing her turn at bat, and she is in motion as the pitcher takes
possessionai KS ol ft gAGKAY GKS LIAGOKSNDA
moving forward in the direction she is going without stopping; or she may
immediately and directly go back in the other direction. If the runner is
stopped as the pitcher takes possessionfof@ 6 f f gAGKAY GKS
the runner must immediately and directly go forward or back. A base on
balls or a dropped third strike is treated as a base hit as long as the batter
runner continues past first base.

3) Once the runner has determined &ettion, she may not reverse direction
unless the pitcher:
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and is in possession of the bal
d) Sets the ball on the ground or no longer has the ball in her possession.
e) Losses possession of the ball, including handing it to another player.
f) Makes a play on the runner or another runner.
b2GSY 2 KSy GKS LA GOKSNRDAatuw@awdt S A 3
judgment.
4) The pitcher is considered to have made a play if:
a) She fakes a throw.
Note: Raising the throwing arm into throwing position in considered a
FF1S GKNRg NBIFNRfSaa 2F sgKSGKSN
5) There is no obligation on theart of the pitcher to look, fake or throw in
order to force the runner to comply with the loddack rule. The obligation
to comply rests solely with the runner.
6)2 KSy GKS LIAGOKSNI (iF1Sa LRaasSaarzy 27
a) A runner standin@ff her base must immediately return to the base
she last occupied or advance to the next base.
b)
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c) A runner who starts back to the base she last occupied or starts

forward toward the next base shall nstop or reverse direction.

d) The batterrunner may not step off any base after stopping at it.

e) The batterrunner, after overrunning first base, may not retouch the

base and advance toward second base.

EFFECTThe ball is dead. The offending runner is olach other
runner must return to the last base legally touched at the time
of the infraction. If two runners are of base and the umpires
call different runners out, the umpires must determine which
runner was called out first, as it is not possible to t@tin more
than one out under the lookback rule. The ball is dead when
the first runner is called out, and the other runner must return
to the base last touched at the time of the infraction.

7) The batterrunner may overrun first base, not stop and contiragvancing

26 NR 4S02yR o648 FFGSNJ GKS LA GOKSN

This is a legal move, as long as the runner does not return and touch first
base on their way to second. When the runner has legally started towards
second, they mabe stopped by the pitcher receiving the ball while in the

LA GOKSNAR OANDES 2N oé (KS LIAGOKSNI aid

in possession.

11.19Missing a Base
1) A runner must touch each base in order when she is advancing or returning

to abase and the ball is in play. Missing a base is an appeal play. The
umpire does not make a ruling on an appeal play until asked to do so by a
coach or player.

2) A runner is assumed safe until put out. If a proper appeal is not made, the

runner is safe.

a) If a runner misses home plate and the fielder misses or makes no
attempt to tag the runner, the umpire should make a safe signal and
RSOt NBX b2 ¢3¢ LF Fy | LWISHE
runner or home plate), the umpire should then makdezision on the
appeal.

b) If a runner passes first base before the throw arrives, she is considered
to have touched the base unless an appeal play is made.

3) An appeal must be honored even if the base missed was before or after an
award.

4) A runner who must retrn to a base while the ball is in play or dead must
retouch the base(s) in reverse order. Exception: A runner, who must return
to a base after an uncaught foul ball, need not touch intervening bases.

5) A runner may not return to touch a missed base if:
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a) She has left the field of play;

b) A trailing runner has scored;

){ KS Aa adlyRAY3 2y | o0l a8 0Se2yR
been called by the umpire;

d) The ball becomes dead; or

e) On a dead ball basavard, she has touched the final base of the base
award.

Note: If the runner is between any two bases and is attempting to return

to the base missed, she can continue.

6) The failure of a preceding runner to touch a base (and who is declared out)
does not afect the status of a trailing runner who touches each base in
proper order. However, after two are out, a trailing runner cannot score a
run when a preceding runner is declared out for failing to touch a base in
regular order.

7) Any runner who misses thedi base to which she is advancing and who is
later called out, shall be considered as having advanced one base.

11.200ccupying Bases

1) A runner or battefrunner acquires the right to a base by touching it before
being put out and is entitled to hold theabe until she has legally touched
the next base in order or is forced to vacate it for a trailing runner.

2) Two runners may not occupy the same base simultaneously. The runner
who first legally occupied the base is entitled to it, unless forced to advance.
The other runner may be put out by being touched with the ball or
mitt/glove holding the ball.

Note: If a runner is being run down between bases and the trailing runner
occupies the same base the first runner has left, the second runner
cannot be put outvhile occupying said base. If the first runner,
however, returns safely to the base she left and both runners then are
occupying the same base, the second runner is out if touched with the
ball.

3)! NHzyySNJ 6K2 A& (2dz0KAy3 éd,nmaymdtS sKSy

advance nor return during the suspension of play.

11.210verrunning or Ovesliding Bases
1) A batterrunner, who touches first base safely and then eskdes or

overruns it, may immediately return to first without liability to be put out.
Thebatter-runner may legally turn either direction when returning first
base. If, however, the runner makes an attempt or feints to advance to
second, regardless of whether in foul or fair territory, may be tagged out
(while off the base) with the ball. Ehis an appeal play.
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2) A batterrunner or runner may round a base and go directly to the next base
without stopping. If, however, she stops after rounding a base, and the

3) Pitcher has possession oftliel £ £ Ay GKS LIAGOKSNDRa OA
with the lookback rule. (Rule 11.17)

Note: A batter, who is entitled to advance after a walk or dropped third strike,

is treated the same as if she batted the ball.

4) A runner may overrun or oveslide home plee after legally touching it

without liability to be put out.

11.22wdzy VAY 3 hdzi 2F GKS . 1+1a8S [AyYyS 2NJ hdaz

1) The conventional path traveled by a runner, who is attempting to advance to
the next base, is defined by the imaginary direct liaed three feet to
SAGKSNI aARS 2F GKS tAyS: 0SiG6SSy | o
defensive player is attempting to apply a tag.

EFFECTEhe ball is live. The offending runner is out, but each other runner

may continue to advance with liaility to be put out.
Exceptions:

i) A runner is not out when she runs behind or in front of a fielder and
outside the base line in order to avoid interfering with the fielder
attempting to field the ball in the base path.

i) The runner is not out when she failo run in a direct line to a base,
provided the fielder in the direct line does not have the ball in her
possession.

2) The batteeNHzy' y SNJ a Kl £ f y2{ Ndzy 2dziaARS (K
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This is an interference violation.

EFFECTEhe ball is dead. The offending runner is out. Each other runner

must return to the last base legally touched at the time of the
interference.
Exceptions:

i) The batterrunner may run outside the ruiNDR & I yS (G2 | ¢
fielder attempting to field a batted ball.
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base on the last stride.

ii) The infraction is ignored if the act does not interfere with the fielder
taking the throw at first bas.

Notes:
a) The batterNXHzy Yy SNJ A4 O2yaARSNBR 2dzidaARS
is in contact with the ground and is completely outside either line.
b) A batterrunner being hit with a thrown ball does not necessarily
constitute interference.
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11.23Tag and Force Plays

1) A batterrunner or runner is considered tagged out if the ball is in play and
she is not in contact with a base when she is legally touched by the ball
securely held in the hand(s) ortiglove of a fielder. If is sufficient for the
runner to be touched with the hand(s) or mitt/glove holding the ball.

Exceptions:

(a) A batterrunner who reaches first base safely and then overruns or
over-slides it, may immediately return without liabilitg be put out
provided she does not feint or attempt to advance to second.

(b) When a runner passes first base before the throw arrives, she is
considered to have touched the base unless an appeal play is made.

(c) When a runner dislodges a base from its properioms, neither she
nor the trailing runner(s) in the same series of plays is compelled to
follow the base out of position. The base is considered to have
followed the runner, and the ball is live. The runner may stay where
she is without liability to b@ut out, or she may attempt to advance
farther with liability to be put out. Each other runner may advance
with liability to be put out.

2) A batterrunner is out when she legally overruns first base, attempts to run
to second base and is legally tagged wbif base.

3) A batter runner or runner is considered forced out if she must advance to
the next base or to home plate in order to make room for another base
runner but:

a) She is legally tagged before she reaches the forced base.

b) The fielder, while holding thkall, contacts the base in advance of the
batter-runner or runner.

c) The fielder touches the ball to the forced base in advasfdbe batter
runner or runner.

4) The runner is out if she is off base when a foul or fair fly ball is legally caught,
and she fad to retouch the base (occupied at the time of the pitch) before a
fielder tags her or the base.

5) If an appeal is upheld at a base to which a runner was forced to advance and
the out is a force out, no runs would score if it was the third out. If a forced
runner, after touching the next base, retreats for any reason toward the
base she had last occupied, the force play is reinstated, and she may again
be put out if the defense tags the base to which she is forced.

6) It is still a force out when a runner missa base to which she is forced to
advance and is subsequently appealed after the battemer or a trailing
runner has been retired.

Note: There cannot be a force out if the batter does not become a batter

runner.
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7) The batterrunner or runner is not out:
a) When touched while off a base with a ball not securely held by a
fielder.
Note: The ball is not considered securely held if it is juggled or dropped after
the touch unless the runner deliberately kke the ball from the
hand(s) / mitt/glove of the fielder.
b)2 KSy (2dzOKSR gKAtS 2FF | o6l asS &AdlcFk
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c) When played on by a fielder using an illegal mitt/glove.
d) When an improper livdall gppeal is made. (See Appeals Rulke/ 5)

11.24 Tagging Up after a Caught Fly Ball

1) The initial contact of the ball by a fielder releases the runner(s) from the
base(s) occupied at the time of the pitch. A base runner is out if she leaves
her base tossoon. Either the runner or the base (left too soon) may be
tagged. This is an appeal play.

2) An appeal must be upheld even if the base left too soon was before or after
an award. Bases left too soon on a caught fly ball must be retouched before
advancingo awarded bases.

3) A runner who must return to a base while the ball is in play or dead must
retouch the base(s) in reverse order.

Exception: A runner, who must return to a base after an uncaught foul ball,
need not touch intervening bases.

4) A runner may nbreturn to touch a base left too soon on a caught fly ball if:

a) She has left the field of play;

b) A trailing runner has scored;

c) She is standing on a base beyond the base she left too soon, and
G¢AYS2dzik¢eAYSéE KlFIa 6SSy OFfttSR oé

d) The ball becomedead.

Note: If the runner is between any two bases and attempting to return to the

base left too soon, she can continue.

5) The failure of a preceding runner to legally tag up on a caught fly ball (and
who is declared out) does not affect the status ofailing runner who
touches each base in proper order. However, after two are out, a trailing
runner cannot score a run when a preceding runner is declared out for
failing to legally tag up on a caught fly ball.

6) If a runner leaves a base too soon on a catigtball and returns in an
attempt to retag, this is considered a timing play and not a force out. If the
appeal is the third out, all runs scored by runners in advance of the appealed
runner and scored ahead of the legal appeal would count.
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7) A runner may not use a running start form a position behind and not in
contact with a base.

EFFECTThe ball is live and the offending base runner(s) is out. Each other

base runner(s) may advance with liabilitp be put out.

11.25Touching the Bases

1) An advancing runner must touch each base in legal order. All awarded bases
must also be touched, and in legal order.

Note: Obstructed runnés)are still required to touch all bases in legal order, or

they could le called out on a proper appeal by the defensive team.

2) Bases missed or left too soon on a caught fly ball must be retouched before
advancing. However, no runner may return to touch a missed base or one
she has left too soon on a caught fly ball.

a) Once shénas left the field of play;
b) Once a trailing runner has scored,;
c) When she is standing on a base beyond the base she left too soon, and
G¢AYS2dzik¢eAYSéE KlFIa o6SSy OFttSR oé
d) When the ball becomes dead; or
e) On a deaeball base award, she has touched firal base of the base
award.

Note: If the runner is between any two bases and attempting to return to the

base left too soon, she can continue.

3) A runner who must return to a base while the ball is in play or dead must
retouch the base(s) in reverse ordeException: A runner, who must return
to a base after an uncaught foul ball, need not touch intervening bases.

EFFECT(11.25/ 1-3) For failure to touch a base when advancing or returning

while the ball is in play, the runner is out if, before sheaghes each
untouched base, she is legally taggetl.the base is one to which

the runner is forced, she is out when tagged or if the ball is held by a
fielder on the base she failed to touch (including home plate).

Notes:

i) When a runner does not touch hormplate and does not make an
attempt to touch it, the fielder may touch either the runner or home
plate. When a runner misses home plate and the fielder misses or makes
no attempt to tag the runner, the umpire should make a safe signal and
RSOf I NB. \Whera ptopeBappeal play is made, the umpire
should then make a decision on the appeal.

ii) When a runner is legally returning to tag up after a caught fly ball, the
runner can be put out by being tagged, or by the defense touching the
base the runner ocqied at the time of the pitch. Each other runner
may advance or return with liability to be put out.
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SECTION 1dBASE RUNNING

4) A runner shall not run bases in reverse order either to confuse the fielder or
to make a travesty fothe game.

EFFECTThe ball is dead. The runner is out. Each other runner must return

to the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

5) The batterrunner may not step back toward home plate to avoid or delay a
tag by a fielder.

EFFECTThe ball § dead. The batterunner is out. Each runner must return

to the base legally occupied at the time of the pitch.

6) The failure of a preceding runner to touch or retouch a base or to legally tag
up on a caught fly ball (and who is declared out) does netathe status of
a trailing runner who touches each base in proper order. However, after
two are out, a trailing runner cannot score a run when a preceding runner is
declared out for failing to touch a base in regular order or to legally tag up
on a caubt fly ball.

7) When a runner has legally started to advance, she may not be stopped by
GKS LAGOKSNI NBOSA@GAY3d G(GKS olft @KAC
stepping on the plate with the ball in her possession.

8) When a runner dislodges a base fromiroper position, neither she nor the
trailing runner(s) in the same series of plays is compelled to follow the
base out of position. The base is considered to have followed the runner.

EFFECTThe ball is live. The runner may stay where she is withbaiility to
be put out, or she may attempt to advance with liability to be put
out. Each other runner may advance with liability to be put out.

Each runner who attempts to advance to or past the dislodged base
must touch the spot where the base belong#t the conclusion of

L 8% a¢AYS2dzike¢eAaYySeé aKrtt o6S OFf
be returned to its proper position.

9) When a runner or batterunner acquires the right to a base by touching it
before being put out, she is entitled to hold the baswil she has legally
touched the next base in order or is forced to vacate it for a trailing runner.
Two runners may not occupy the same base simultaneously.

EFFECTEhe runner who first legally occupied the base shall be entitled to it,
unless forcedo advance. The other runner may be put out by being
touched with the ball securely held in the hand(s) or mitt/glove of
the fielder. For example, if a runner is being run down between
bases and the trailing runner occupies the same base the first
runner has left, the second runner cannot be put out while
occupying said base. If the first runner returns safely to the base
she has left and both runners are then occupying the same base, the
second runner is out, if touched with the ball securely held ireth
hand(s) or mitt/glove of a fielder.
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SECTION 1dBASE RUNNING

10) Between pitches and after a dead ball, each runner must return to her
base. The pitches obligated to allow sufficient time for the runner to
return to her baseand the base runner is obligated to return to her base
without undue delay.
EFFECT:
i) When the ball is live and the runner is not given sufficient time to
return to a base, she will not be called out for being off base before
the pitcher releases thebali b2 t AG OKé¢ akKlFftf oS RS
i) When the ball is dead, the ball will not be put in play until each runner
has retouched her base. However, a runner may be declared out if,
after being allowed a reasonable amount of time, she fails to retouch
the base.
11)ShouR ¢ AYS2dzik ¢ AYSé 68 OFfftSR 6KAES
may not advance during a suspension of play.
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SECTION 12CONDUCT
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The highest standards of sportsmanship andduct are expected of players,
coaches and others associated with the game. Coaches are expected to be
leaders by complying with the principles and ethics described in the Code of
Conduct.

12.2 Coaches Misconduct

Misconduct is any act of unprofessidrehavior that discredits the game of
softball. Specifically, a coach shall not remove his or her team from the field or
refuse to continue play due to a dispute with game officials.

12.3 Unsportsmanlike Conduct
No coach, team or player shall at any émvhether from the bench, the

021 OKQa o62ExX G(G(KS LXLFéAy3a FTASER 2N St a

a) Use profanity toward, bait or otherwise taunt an umpire or opponent.

b) Incite or attempt to incite, sign or byword, a demonstration by spectators

c) Make disparaging or insulting remarko or about opposing players or
game officials

EFFECT@a-c) The umpire shall issue a warning to the offending individual and
notify their coach. If the umpire judges the act to be flagrant, the
offender shall be ejected without warning. Subsequenblation by
the same individual shall result in ejection.

d/ Fff a¢AYS2dzaik ¢AYSE 2N SYLif 2@ | ye
act while the ball is in play for the obvious purpose of trying to make the
pitcher throw an illegal pitch. If an illegal pitehthrown, it shall be
RSOt NBRZ a4b2 tAlOKE®

EFFECTNo pitch and warning. A repeat of any such act by any member of
the team that has been warned shall result in the offender(s) being
ejected from the game.

12.4Fighting

There is no place in softbadirfphysical abuse of officials or fighting amongst
player/ coaches / opponents or spectators. Aggressors perpetrating these
actions shall be:

EFFECTEjected from the facility for the remainder of that game. If the same
perpetrators have a second offeesin that tournament, they will be
ejected from the tournament.

12.5Equipment Misuse

No player or coach shall deliberately throw or kick a piece of equipment as a
result of disgust or frustration.

EFFECTEhe umpire shall issue a warning to the offeing individual, unless

AY GKS dzYLIANBQ&a 2dzRIAYSyid GKS | OG G2
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SECTION 12CONDUCT

ejected without warning. Any subsequent offense shall result in the ejection
of the offender.

12.6Electronic Equipment

Electronic equipment used for communication, may not be used in the
dugouts. (Ex. cell phones, pagers, etc.)
EFFECT: The umpire shall issue a warning to the offending individual. If use
of the equipment continues, the offender(ayill be ejected.

12.7Use of Tobacco Products / lllegal Drugs

1) The use of tobacco products / illegal drugs by players, managers, coaches

and trainers is prohibited while on site for competition.

EFFECT: Players, managers, coaches and athletic trainersisentobacco
products / illegal drugs who violate this policy shall be ejected for
the remainder of that game.

2) Umpires and other tournament officials are prohibited from using tobacco

products / illegal drugs as previously described are:

EFFECT: The toment director and UIC resentbe right to remove that
official for the remainder of the tournament.
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SECTION ISUMPIRE

13.1 Apparel and Equipment

IFA has adopted a mandatory umpire uniform feeuhroughout all regions.
Heather grey slacks are mandatory for all age levels. Shorts are not acceptable.
IFA has adopted the powder blue shirt as its official shirt. These shirts should
have the IFA logo present on the left breast of the shirt. yNdue umpire caps
are the only acceptable cap and should bear the IFA logo. No other logo or
AyardayalQa FNB LISN¥yAaairot So DNBe&sz of
the home plate umpire. Black shoes are mandatory for IFA umpires, both plate
and base.

a) The plate umpire shall wear protective equipment that includes a mask,
with padding and throat protector. (An extended wire protector may be
worn in lieu of a throat protector on the mask).

b) It is required that umpiring crew have a currenflBoftball rulebook
accessible during competition.

¢) Itis required that all umpires wear appropriate protective equipment.

13.2 Duties

Any umpire has the authority to order a player coach or team personnel to do

or refrain from doing anything that affectee administering of these rules and

to enforce the prescribed penalties. Each umpire is an approved official and is

authorized and required to enforce each section of these rules. Further, the

umpires shall be obliged to conduct the game under conditioonducive to

the highest standards of good sportsmanship. The plate umpire shall have the

authority to make decisions on any situations not specifically covered in the

rules. The following is general information for umpires:

1) It is strongly recommendettat the umpire not be affiliated with a team or
its institution.

2) The umpires should confirm the date, time and place of the game and
should report to the playing field at least 10 minutes ahead of time, start the
game at the designated time and leave field when the game is over. The
dzYLIANB Q& 2dzNARAaRAOUGAZY 0S3Aya 6KSy KS
home plate and it end&henthe final out is made and he/she confirms the
final score/results with the official scorekeeper.

3) The umpire should imbduce themselves to the coaches and other
appropriate game personnel.

4) The umpire shall inspect the playing field and equipment.

5) At the pregame meeting, the plate umpire shall clarify any ground rules or
exception rules in effect for the representativeeach team.

6) Each umpire shall have the authority to make decisions on violations
committed during playing time or during suspension of play.
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SECTION ISUMPIRE

7) No umpire has the authority to set aside decisions maderither umpire
within the limits of his/her respective duties as outlined in these rules.

8) An umpire should consult his/her associate(s) upon request of a head coach;
however, the final decision will rest with the umpire whose exclusive
authority it is to make the decision and who requests the opinion of the
other umpire(s).

9) In order to define respective duties, the umpire whose primary responsibility
is the judging of balls and strikes shall be designated as the plate umpire,
while the umpire(s) whose prinmaresponsibility is the rendering of base
decisions shall be designated as the base umpire(s).

10) The plate umpire and base umpire(s) shall have equal authority to:

a) Call a runner out for leaving a base too soon;

b)/ Fft a¢AYS2dzik ¢AYSE F2N) adza LISy anAzy
c) Epct or suspend a player, coach or other team personnel; and

d) Call illegal pitches.

11) The umpire shall declare the batter or runner out, without waiting for an
appeal for such decisions, in all cases in which such player is retired in
accordance with these res. Unless appealed to, the umpire shall not
render a decision on:

a) Participation by an improper player.

b) Missing a base

c) Leaving a base on a caught fly ball before the ball is first touched.

d) Attempting to advance to second base after making the turn at firs
base.

e) Switching base runners on occupied bases.

12) The umpire shall not impose an effect on a team for any infraction of a rule
when imposing the effect would be an advantage to the offending team.

13.3 Plate Umpire
The plate umpire shall:

1) Have full chege of and be responsible for the proper conduct of the game.

2) Take a position behind the catcher.

3) Have the authority to make decisions on any situation(s) not specifically
covered in the rules.

4) Call and count all balls and strikes and give a clear viedalerbal
indication of all balls and strikes.

5) By agreement and in cooperation with the base umpire(s), make decisions
on plays, fair and foul balls, and legally or illegally caught balls. On plays that
necessitate the base umpire leaving the infield imva-umpire system, the
plate umpire will assume the duties normally required of the base umpire.

6) Determine and declare whether:
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SECTION ISUMPIRE

a) A batter is out when, with two strikes, a batted ball is bunted foul;
b) A batted ball touches the person or clothing of the batter; and
c) A fly ball is an infield fly.
it 2NIAYRAOFGS atfttre . Ftftée G2 &dlr N
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game.
8) Document and announce each substitution to the opposing coaches and
scorekeepers, official scorer and public announcer, if applicable.
OWSYRSNI 6 a8 RSOA&A2YE | & AYRAOFGSR A
10) Have the lights turned on when necessary for safety reasdihenever
possible, this should be done at the beginning of an inning.
11) Be the final judge, when the tournament director is not on site as to the
suspension, resumption or termination of play should inclement weather
or unfit conditions prevail during game. The umpire shall consult with
the tournament director, when available as to relevant weather changes.
12) Penalize rule infractions (such as illegal pitch, interference, delay of game,
unwarranted disputing of a decision, unsportsmanlike conduct or
defacement of the ball by the pitcher).
13) Conduct the pregame meeting with the proper game personnel before the
game begins.
14) Assume all duties when circumstances warrant starting or finishing a game
as a single umpire.

13.4 Base Umpire(s)

The base umpire(shall:
el 1S adzOK LRaAldGAZYya 2y GKS LIilFéAy3a ¥
mechanics manual
2) Assist the plate umpire in administering the rules of the game.
AYIWSYRSNI 61 a8 RSOAaAz2ya L& AYyRAOIFIGSR A
4) Call base runners out for leiang a base before the pitch has been released.
13.5 Change of Umpires

Teams mayot requesta change of umpires duringteurnament/game. No
umpire may be replaced during a game unless incapacitated by injury or illness.

13.6 PreGame Responsibiligis
Before the start of the game, the plate umpire shall:
1) For legality and safety, inspect the equipment, particularly the bats,
OFr i OKSNna KStyYySitazr olddAaya KStySaa
that dented bent or illegal bats or broken helrsedre not available for use
during the game. (i.e., not allowed in dugout)
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EFFECTIf, after one warning, a player continues to use illegal equipment, the
individual shall be ejected from the game.
2) Cteck the condition of the field, inspect all playing lines and marker for
proper location and adequate visibility.
Note: Once a game has started, if it is discovered by or brought to the attention
of the umpire that the pitching or base distances ar@irect, the error
shall be corrected immediately, with no penalty, and the game shall
O2yGAydzS FNBY GKIG LRAYGD ¢KAA aK
3) The umpire shall have an adequate supply of softballs to begin Slagh
balls shall be put iplay when:
a) A ball has been hit out of the playing field;
b) A ball has been rejected because it is scuffed, discolored or otherwise
unsuitable for play;
c) A pitcher requests a different ball. The game should not be delayed to
retrieve a particular ball that my have been fouled away from the
playing area.

13.7 Pregame Meeting

Before the scheduled starting time, the plate umpire shall conduct the pre
game meeting with the team personnel of the opposing teams. During this
meeting, the plate umpire shall:

1) Receive from the home team and visiting team their respective batting order
onlinedzL) OF NR @ ¢ KS dzY LA NB -up &ardfwith it?NB O A S 6
coach to be sure it is complete and shall provide one last opportunity for
changes without the changes ibg charged as substitutions. Once returned
i2 G§KS dzY LA NB-dp is®ffic@K Inthé éventbaa stibkegugnt
change, the plate umpire shall report the substitution to the opposing team,
official scorer and public address announcer, if applea

Note: Players not listed on the official kape card are not eligible to play.

2) At the pregame meeting, the plate umpire shall clarify any ground rules or
exception rules in effect for the representatives of each team.

3) Review special game rules (etigbreaker, conference or tournament
rules).

4) Review certairareas of playing rules that may cause confusion.

13.8 Procedures at End of Game

At the completion of the game, the plate umpire shall return the game balls
to the appropriate games managemestaff or coach and report any flagrant
conduct or irregularity associated with the game. The umpires shall give the
teams reasonable time for a possible appeal play or protest. The umpire(s)
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SECTION 18 UMPIRE

shal leave the field together in as polite, busind® and inconspicuous a
manner, as possible.
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circumstances, be reviewed, but is never subject to protest. Decisions
rendered by any umpire should be reversed when the umpire is coedinc
the decision is in violation of one of these rules. In case the head coach of
either team doeseek reversal of a decision based solely on a point of rules,
the umpire whose decisios in question will, if in doubt, confer with his/her
associate(s) before taking any action, but under no circumstances will any
player or person other than the coach of either team, have any grounds to
protest any decision and seek its reversal on a cthanit is in conflict with
these rules.
Exceptions:

a) On a decision regarding a checked swing, when asked by the catcher,
the plate umpire must seek a decision from the appropriate base
umpire. Such a request may be made only when the plate umpire has
called the pitch a ball.

b) On a decision regarding a piok, when asked by either coach, the
base umpire must confer with his/her partner.

2) Under no circumstances will any umpire seek to reverse a judgment decision
made by an associate(s), unless asked to do so

3¢ KS dzYLIANBEA YI& NBOGATFE lye arddz dGAaz
decision or a delayed call by an umpire places a battener, a runner or
the defensive team in jeopardy. This correction is not possible after one
legal or illegal pitch hasgen thrown or after the pitcher and all infielders
have clearly vacated their normal fielding positions and have left fair
territory.

13.10 Suspension of Play
1) An umpire may temporarily suspend play in the following situations:
a) When, in his or her judgmentonditions justify such action.
b) When he/she leaves his or her position to brush the plate or to
perform other duties not directly connected with the calling of plays.
¢) When a batter or pitcher steps out of position for a legitimate reason.
2) An umpire shalhot temporarily suspend play in the following situations:
a) While any play is in progress, including when a thrown ball hits an
umpire.
b) After the pitcher has started her delivery.
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c) In case of injury untall plays in progress have been completed or each
runner has been held at her base. Exception: Wieressary to
protect an injured player, the umpire may suspend play immediately
d) At the request of players or coaches until all action in progress has
been completed.

Mo®dMM ! YLIANBEQa wSallRyairAocAtAade F2NI I t
All protests must be made to the plate umpire. When a coach claims that an
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a) Allow the coach the right to request a protest to the tnament
officials;
b) Summon the proper tournament officials for protest consultation
c) Advise the scorekeeper that the game is being halted and time stopped
until the protest is resolved.

Mo®dMH ! YLIANBQE wSalRYyaAoAtAGE F2NI Iy
Once the appeal is made the umpire whose responsibility it was to watch the
base and base runner, that umpire will step forward and make the proper call.
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The umpire has the authority to remove a player and/or ottearm personnel
from further participation in a game (which is ejection) for just cause.
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14.1- 10U Field Recommendations:

Field recommendations for 10U should be:
a) Base distancesshdtl 6 S cnQo®
byt AGOKAy3 RAalGlyO
OhdziFASER TSy 08 R

HHP QO®

> (N
Q¢

K2
by

fantN

og
w=—
D¢ T
O
= w

14.2 Equipment and Uniforms
Ball should be:
a) Yellow optic cover, tinch ball, with a COR of .47 shall be used in all IFA
play.

14.3 Béting
Dropped Third Strike Rule will be:

1) When with fewer than two outs and first base occupied, the catcher fails to
catch a third strike before the ball touches the ground.
EFFECTThe batter is out. The ball is live. Base runners may advance with the
liability of being put out.
2) When with two outs or fewer than two outs and first base is unoccupied, the
catcher fails to catch a third strike before the ball touches the ground.
EFFECTEhe ball is live. The batter becomes a battamner with the liabity
to be put out. Base runners may advance with liability to be put out.

14.4 Infield Fly Rule
The traditional infield fly rule will be used in all 10U play in IFA.

(See Section 10.17 on Infield Fly Rule)

14.5Base Running
Base running has additiahlimits or liabilities from the standard rules as
specified in the IFA rulebook.
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a) Age limitation will be women9 years or older as of Januafydf the
current playing year.
b) Any rules not addressed by the IFA rulebook will revert to the current
NCAA rulebook.
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8U Tournament Rules:
Will follow the 1QJ Rulesexcept for the following:
Tournament Directors may choose either machine pitch or coach pitch!
If the Coach Pitch option is used, the tournament director will issue rule sets.
15.1 Batters

a) Each batter will receive five pitches. Each pitchaailint even if the
batter does not swing. Three strikes may be called and the batter may be
called out. Foul balls count as pitches but you can have unlimited fouls on
last pitch.

b)LT GKS LAGOK Aa 2dziaARS GKS adNmn1S$
adjustments to the pitching machine must be ordered by umpire.
Coaches can request a machine adjustment, but adjustments will not be
made until the top of the inning.

¢) The umpire will determine the strike zone.

d) The dropped third strike rule does not apply

e) There will be no walks.

f) If the hit ball strikes the pitching machine, it will be called a dead ball.
Batter will advance to first base. Other runnerdl advance only if forced
by the runner behind them.

g) If a batted ball hits the pitching coach, iislead ball, batter takes first
other runners advance only if forced, unless the umpire judges the coach
to have interfered with the playthen interference rules apply.

h) If a thrown ball accidentally hits the pitching coach it is a dead ball and
runner(s)stop on the base they were heading towards. If the umpire
determines the coach interfered with the play then the interference rules
apply. If the umpire determines the ball was intentionally thrown by a
player to stop play, the ball will be consideréackl

i) Teams may bat their entire roster. Teams that only have 7 players will
not be allowed to play. EXCEPTION: League play.

j) Bunting is allowed. A player may square to bunt and pull back. A batter
CAN NOT square to bunt; pull back and either hit ott e ball. If the
batter does this she will be called out.

k) Infield fly rule is NOT in effect.

15.2 Playing the Bunt
a) First base and third baseman may charge the bunt ONLY when the batter

squares to bunt.
b) Pitcher may not charge the bunt when the batteusges to bunt.
¢) Pitcher may charge the bunt after the ball crosses the plate.
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15.3 Base Runners / Batters
a) Runners will be allowed to steal second or third but only one stolen base
per pitch.
b) Runners Wl not steal home.
¢) Runner will advance home only on a hit ball.
d) The runner cannot leave a base until the ball crosses the home plate.

15.4 Field and Coaches

a) Bases will be set at 55 feet distances.

b) Pitching rubber will be set at 35 feet distance.

¢) The pithing machine will be set in front of the pitching rubber with the
back leg touching or on the pitching rubber.

d) A coach will pitch to his own team.

e) Nine defensive players will be allowed on the field at a time.

HWdz3Qa LIAGOKAY3I YIOKAYS gAafttf 0S5 dzaSF

g) Machine § set on 37mph. There will be no adjusting the speed of the
pitching machine unless both teams agree at the BEGINNING OF THE
GAME!

h) Coaches will be given a warning if they are caught messing with the
machines without umpire approval. The second offendkehei automatic
removal from the pitching coach.

i) Coaches caught feeding the machine so the ball goes into the dirt or high
to allow their runners to steal will be given a warning. THeffense will
result in an out. The runner stealing will be thementhat is given the
out.

15.5 Game Length and Miscellaneous

a) Pool play games will be 55 minutes, finish the inning.

b) Pool play and bracket play will be decided by coin flip.

c¢) Double Elimination will be 55 minutes. Finish the inning. ITB rule in
effect.

d) Three game bracketlayswill be 55 minutedength. Finish the inning.
ITB rule in effect.

e) Home team is the official scorekeeper should provide a person to keep
score up stairs electronically and must report scores to the office upstairs.

f) Six runs per &f inningmaximum.

g) No mercy rule.

h) If using pitching machines,taealdown or cannobe used due to wet or
unforeseen circumstances, coach pitch will be substituted.
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Formats: Indoor or Outdoor
Gane: Innings or time limit (set by tournament)
Equipment: Outdoor PlayRegulation Softballs
Indoor Play Rag Balls for weight with pitcher throwing
Indoor Play Pitching machine only, may use rag or inciiealis
.asay {84 +tid cnQ
Pitching Disances & Pitchers:
1  Tournaments may use live pitching / machine pitch / coach pitch
Tournaments set the format for type of pitching used.

1  If coach pitch or machine pitch is used, a fielder may be positioned
next to area to simulate the pitcher fielding ptsn.

1  Pitching Distances, set regulation for the desired age group.

Starting Positions on Defense:

1  Atotal of six (6) nine (9) defensive players would be stationed at
the following positions depending on indoor or outdoor play. (Set
by tournament)

1  Defense could not break for the plate to field a ball until the
LAGOKSNRE I NY NBFOKSR (KS G2L) 27
downward upon release of the ball.

1  All defensive rules apply with regards to IFA rulebook on such items
as obstruction, interferace, etc.

1 All pitching rules apply with regards to a legal pitch from the IFA
rulebook.

1 Al base running rules apply from the IFA rulebook.

Batters have only three options to contact the ball:

1 Bunt: Alegally batted ball not swung at, but deliberately /

purposely tapped with the bat.

1  Slap: A ball that is struck with a short, chopping motion rather than

with a full swing. The two most common types of slap hits are:

0 Those in which the batter takes running steps (within the
ol GSNDNA 02 E0 bafazedmakilR G K S
contact with the pitch.

0 drives the ball into the ground with Those in which the
batter takes her stance as if to bunt, but then either
a quick short swing or punches it over the infield.

M  Drag: A buntthat is executed while taking the fitefos toward
first base.
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All batting rules apply with regards to strikes, balls and outs as applied to the
IFA rulebook for batting.

Offensive team gets three outs per inning.

Teams may bat the mimium of nine players / up to their entire roster,

however; the batting order must stay the same throughout the entire sequence
at bat for the game. If a team chooses the lesser number of players to bat, the
batting order cannot expand, only substitute ¢hg that game.

If a team chooses the lesser number of players than the entire roster,
substitutions may be made freely, as this is a fundamental building game,
however; if they substitute batters those substitutions must remain in the
same spot of the baing order. (Ex. A player may not be substituted in the #3
spot, pulled from the game and then substituted in the #6 spot. They must
remain in the #3 spot, if they are substituted for again.)

A batter may walk on four balls during their turn at bas, well as, strike out on
three strikes.

A ball bunted foul on a third strike is out.

A contacted ball MUST hit the ground once before it gets to a boundary line
(set by tournament) to be legal. Fly balls or line drives hitting beyond the
boundary lire (set by the tournament) are outs.

All rules from the IFA rulebook concerning bunts / slaps / drags and proper
procedurec6 F GG SNNRa o62E +FNB FLILX AOFof So

Game Suggestions:
1  Traditional seven (7) inning games could be played or time limit.
1  Some type of pgressive game could be played to encourage SD&B
with base runners in play with no outs each inning, such as:
o0 No base runners at the beginning of the inning
0  Place last batter who made out on first to begin inning (this
would encourage work with a runnendase for teams and no
outs)
o0 Place last two batters on first and second to begin the inning.
(Encourages work with runners on two bases with no outs)
0 Place last three batters on first / second / third to begin
the inning. (Encourages fielders on workhabases
loaded and no outs)
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SECTION XBUNT, SLAP & DRAG RULES

o ITB situations with runner on second to begin the inning (this
would automatically be the batter that made the last out of
the previous inning.)

1  No stealing allowed withhe ball in the circle or with the pitcher.
Sliding is a MUST to prevent collisions and for safety
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Generalindexingof Rulebook

10U- Base Running (10U) / 10U Rules: Section ¢#&ge 120

10U- Batting (10U) / 10U Rules: Section3¢ Page 120

10U- Equipment & Uniforms (10U) / 10U Rules: Section §42ge 120

10U- Infield Fly Rule (10U) / 10U Rules: Section §44ge 120

10U- Ten under (10U) Field Recommendations / 10U Rules: Sectioq Pé4de 120
8U- Base Runner / BattgBU) / 8U Rules: Section 15, ®age 121

8U- Batters (8U) / 8U Rules: Section 1§.Rage 121

8U- Field and Coaches (8U) / 8U Rules: SectionBage 121

8U- Game Length (8U) / 8U Rules: Section t3%age 121

8U- Miscellaneous (8U) / 8U Rules:c8en 15.5¢ Page 121

8U- Playing the Bunt (8U) / 8U Rules: Section t3age 121

Abandoning a base or effort or run bases / Base Running: SectionclRdlde 98
Age Qualification and Tournament QualificatipRage 3

Altered Bat Rule / Batting: Semti 10.8 / 1¢ Page 71

Altered Bat: Defined / Section¢lPage 4
Appeal / Dead Ball: 5¢.5B¢ Page 30
Appeal / Live Ball: 545A¢ Page 30
Appeal: Defined / SectiondlPage 4

Appeals / Appeals & Protests: Section §Rage 30

Backstop: Defined / Seéon 1¢ Page 4

BackstopDescription /Section 2.X,Page 14
Ball Equipment / Uniform: Section 3;Page 18

Ball: Defined / Section ¢ Page 4

Balls and Strikes / Batting: Section 1QBage 68

Base Award w/o Liability to be Put Out:
Base Award w/o Liability to be Put Out:
Base Award w/o Liability to be Put Out:
Base Award w/o Liability to be Put Out:
Base Award w/o Liability to be Put Out:
Base Award w/o Liability to be Put Out:

First Base: Setfid?2/1¢ Page 83
Home Plate: Section 14 R&ye 85
Judged Base: Section tIP2ige 86
Second Base: Section §IP2(@e 8
Third Base: Section 14 P48e 85
Two Bases: Section X1Pdfe 86

Base Awards / Base Running: Section §Page 90
Base Awards w/ No Liability / Base RunningtiSe 11.2¢ Page 83

Base Coach: Defined / Sectiog Rage 4

Base Dimension/Description: Section 2.82.3.2¢ Page 14
Base Distances by Age: Section@?Page 14

Base Path: Defined / Sectiorg Page 4

Base Rnner Forfeits Liability / Base Runnii8gction 11.6, Page 92

Base Rnner is not out / Base Running: Section 1dPage 97

Base Rnner is Out / Base Running: Section 1dFage 93

Base Rnner is out after proper Appeal / Base Running: Section d P&ge 96

Base Runner may adv. W liabilitylte put out / Base Running: Section 14 Bage 89

Base Runner: Defined / Sectiorg Page 4

Base Umpire / Umpire: Section 18 #age 116
Base, Pitching, Fence Distance: Sectiorg Page 14
Base/First (Double)"2& 3% Section 2.3 Page 14

BaseDefined / Section & Page 4
Bat / Batting: Section 10@8Page 71
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Bat Equipment / Uniform: Section 3¢2Page 18

Bats (Warrrup): Section 3.8 Page 18

Batted Ball off Batter, Clothing, Attached Equipment / Batting: SectionclPa@je 72
Batted Ball:Defined / Section &, Page 4

Batter becomes Batter Runner / Base Running: Section¢lRabe 83
Batter is Out / Batting: Section 10.2®age 79

Batter: Defined / Section d Page 4

. FGGSNDE . 2E 5AYSyarenagesl8 AONA LIGIAZYY
. I (i SNDRfined./ Qection ¢ Page 4

Batterrunner is Out / Base Running: Section 1-1Page 86

Batter-Runner: Defined / Section¢lPage 4

Batting Order / Batting: Section 10.4®age 72

Batting Order: Defined / SectionclPage 4

Batting Out of Order / Béing: Section 10.14 Page 73

Batting Out of Order: Defined / Sectiorg Page 5

Blocked Ball: Defined / Sectiorg Page 5

Broken Bat Rule / Batting: Section 10.8¢ Rage 71

Bunt Attempt: Defined / SectiondPage 5

Bunt: Defined / Section 4 Page5

Bunts, Slaps, Hits: / Batting: Section 1QFage 71

Bunt, Slap & Drag Rules: Section Pages 123125

Called Game / Game: Section 4¢lRage 27

Called Game: Defined / Sectior Page 5
Casts/Splints/Braces/Prosthesis: Section@3age 19

Cath and Carry / Base Running: Section 14 Adge 98

Catch and Carry Blocked Ball / Blocked Ball: SectionHage 43

Catch: Defined / Section¢lPage 5

Catcher Obstruction / Interference & Obstruction: Section 8.X1Page 56
Catcher: Defined / Sectiol ¢ Page 6
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Change of Umpire / Umpire: Section 18.Bage 116

Charged Defensive Conference / Game: 8ectiltl g Page 25
Charged Offensive Conference / Game: Section-34 Page 26
Checked Swing / Batting: Section 10¢IRage 74

Checked Swing: Defined / Sectioq Rage 6

Chin Strap: Defined / SectiongPage 6

CoachConductPolicyq Page 2

Coach Inerference /Interference & Obstruction: Section & Page 48
Coaches Box Dimension/Description: Section@Pége 15
Coaches Box: Defined / Sectiog Rage 6

Coaches Conduct / Conduct: Section X2Page 112

Coaches Misconduct / Conduct: Sectiori2k2Page 112

Collisions / Base Running: Section 11, Page 99

Conferences / Game: Section 44 Page 25

Conferences: Defined / Sectiorg Page 6

Courtesy Runner(s) / Player and Substitutions: Sectioq Bage 39
Courtesy Runner: Defined / Sectiog Page 6

Crow Hop: Defined / SectionclPage 7
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Dead Ball / Game: Section 4 ®age 24

Dead Ball: Defined / SectiongPage 7

DeadBall Territory: Defined / SectionclPage 7

Defense Only (FlexDP) / Players & Subs: Section §Rage 33
Defense: Defied: Defined / Section ¢ Page 7

Defensive Positioning for Legal Pitch / Pitching: Sectiog Pdge 60
Delayed Dead Ball / Game: SectiondRage 24

Delayed Dead Ball: Defined / Sectiog Rage 7

Designated Player / DP: &2Page 33

Discontinuiry Pitch / Pitching: Section 9.§Page 63

Dislodge Base / Base Running: Section 14 R&ge 100

Dislodged Base: Defined / Section Page 7

Double First Base: Defined / Sectioq Rage 7

Dropped Third Strike / Batting: Section 10¢lBage 74
Dugout(Bench): Defined / SectionclPage 7

Dugout Dimension/Description: Section 2; Page 15

Ejected Player/Coach/Personnd?layers & Subs: Section @.Bage 34
Ejection: Defined / SectionlPage 77

Electronic Equipment / Conduct: Section 1@Bagell3

Equipment Blocked Ball / Blocked Ball: SectiorgPage 42
Equipment Misuse / Conduct: Section 12.Bage 112

Equipment Obstruction: / Interference & Obstruction: Section 8.X1Page 58
Extra Inning: Defined / SectiongPage 7

Face Mask: Defed / Section X, Page 7

Face Mask: Section 3. c®age 20

Fair Ball / Batting: Section 10;4age 69

Fair Ball: Defined / Section¢lPage 7

Fair Batted Blocked Ball / Blocked Ball: Sectiorg, Page 41

Fair Territory: Defined / SectionclPage 8

Fale Tag / Base Running: Section 11¢Rage 100

Fake Tag: Defined / Sectiog Page 8

Fence Outfield Distances by Age: SectiorgPage 14

Fences Dimension/Description: Section 2.Bage 15

Field of Play Dimension/Description: Section 2.Page 15

Field of Play: Defined / SectiorgyPage 8

Fielder Obstruction / Interference & Obstruction: Section 8.11Rage 57
Fielder: Defined / SectiondPage 8

Fighting / Conduct: Section 1Z,£age 112

Flagrant Player Obstruction / Interference & Obstiant Section 8.11/2 Page 56
FLEX Player: 6¢2Page 33

Flex: Defined: Defined / Sectiorg Page 8

Fly Ball: Defined / SectionglPage 8

Force Play: Defined / Sectiorg, Page 8

Forfeited Game / Game: Section 44 Page 28

Forfeited Game: DefinedSection 1g Page 8

Foul Ball / Batting: Section 10;3’age 70

Foul Ball: Defined / Section¢lPage 8

Foul Batted Blocked Ball / Blocked BaBection 7.k, Page 41

Foul Poles Dimension/Description: Section 2¢ Fage 15

Foul Territory: Defined / Séon 1¢ Page 8
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Foul Tip / Batting: Section 10;6°age 70

Game Personnel in Unauthorized Areas / Blocked Ball: SectiaqrPage 43
Game Winner / Game: Section 4,Page 22

Glove / Mitt Equipment / Uniform: Section @age 19

Ground Ball: Defined$ection 1g Page 8

Ground Rules Dimension/Description: Section 2,Phge 15

Halted Game / Game: Section 44Page 28

Halted Game: Defined / SectiorgPage 8

Head Wear: 3.10 €Page 21

Helmet / Defense: Section 3.7¢B?age 20

Helmet: Defined / Sein 1¢ Page 9

Helmets / Offense: Section 3.7¢Aage 20

Helmets Equipment / Uniform: Section 3, Page 20

Hit Batter (By Pitch) / Batting: Section 10¢lBage 75

Hit by Batted Ball / Base Running: Section 1%.Page 100

Hitting a Ball Second TiméBAtting: Section 10.14Page 74

Home Plate Dimension/Description: Section 2, Page 16

Home Team: Defined / SectiorgPage 9

IFA Reserves the Right J&age 2

lllegal Bat Rule / Batting: Section 10.8¢ Bage 71

lllegal Bat: Defined / Section¢lPage 9

lllegal Mitt/Glove / Base Running: Section 11¢1Bage 102

lllegal Pitch: Defined / SectionglPage 9

lllegal Pitcher: Section 6, 5(a}(Page 38

lllegal Player(s) / Player and Substitutions: Section 6-b/&&age 37, 38
lllegal Player: Déefed / Section X, Page 9

lllegal Reentry: Defined / Section ¢ Page 9

llegally Batted Ball / Batting: Section 10¢lBage 76

lllegally Batted Ball: Defined / Sectiorg Page 9

In Flight: Defined / Section{lPage 9

In Jeopardy: Defined / Sectior;Page 9

Infield Dimension/Description: Section 2.4®age 16

Infield Fly Rule / Batting: Section 10qPage 77

Infield Fly Rule: Defined / Sectiorg Page 9

Infield: Defined / Section ¢ Page 9

Inning: Defined / SectiondPage 10

Intentional Basen Balls / Pitching: Section 9¢lBage 65

Intentional Base on Balls: Defined / SectiopPAage 10

Intentionally Dropped Fair Fly Ball / Batting: Section 1Q.B8ge 77
Intentionally Pitching @ Batter / Pitching: Section &;Page 65
Interference ly Batter /Interference & Obstruction: Section & Page 45
Interference by BatteRunner /Interference & Obstruction: Section & ®age 46
Interference by OfDeck Batter/Interference & Obstruction: Section-4ge 45
Interference: Defined / Sectiob¢ Page 10

Items on a Pitcher / Pitching: Section 9¢lBage 64

Jewelry Equipment / Uniform: Section 3,®age 20

Layout Dimension/Description: Section 2¢lRage 16

Leading off Base / Base Running: Section 14 Rdge 102

Leap (Pitcher): DefinedSection 1g Page 10
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Line Drive: Defined / SectionglPage 10

Lines Dimension/Description: Section 2¢lBage 16

Lineup Card: Defined / Section¢lPage 10

Live Ball / Game: Secti@n? ¢ Page 23

Live Throw Blocked Ball / Blocked Ball: Sectiorg Pdge 42
Lookback Rule / Base Running: Section 1%, P&ge 103

Media Coverage: Defined / Sectiorg Page 10

Metal Cleat / Special Equipment: Page 3

Missing a Base / Base Running: Seclith.19¢ Page 104

No Pitch: Defined / Section¢lPage 10

Non-approved Bat Rule / Batting: Section 10.8¢ Rage 71
Non-game Personnel /Interference & Obstruction: Section@&age 49
Nonregulation Field Dimension/Description: Section 2¢Fage 6
Obstruction /Interference & Obstruction: Section 8{BPage 55
Occupying a Base / Base Running: Section X1P2@e 105
Offense: Defined / Section{lPage 10

Ondeck Batter / Batting: Section 10;Page 67

On-deck Batter: Defined / SectionqlPagell

Ondeckcircle Dimension/Description: Section 2.4Page 16
Out: Defined / Section ¢ Page 11

Oultfield: Defined / Section 4 Page 11

Outfielder: Defined / Section 4 Page 11

Over Throw: Defined / Section¢lPage 11

Overrunningg Over Sliding BageBase Running: Section 11.2Page 105
Overslide: Defined / SectiondPage 11

Pinch Hitter: Defined / Section¢lPage 11

Pinch Runner: Defined / Sectiorg Page 11

Pitch: Defined / Sectiond Page 11

Pitched Blocked Ball / Blocked Ball: SectiongPage 43
Pitcher- Ball Rotation / Pitching: Section 9.4 Page 64
Pitcher- Dropped during Pitch / Pitching: Section §.Fage 62
Pitcher- Foreign Substance / Pitching: Section 3; Fage 64

t A (0 ONo Bitdt /dPitching: Section 9.10Page 63

Pitcher circle Dimension/Description: Section 2¢IBage 16
PitcherDelivery / Pitching: Section 9%@Page 61

Pitcherlllegal Pitch / Pitching: Section ;®age 62

Pitcher Pivot Foot: Defined / Sectiorg Page 11

PitcherStride / Step / Pitching: eBtion 9.4¢ Page 61

Pitcher Stride Foot: Defined / Sectiorg Page 11
PitcherWindup / Pitching: Section 9¢GPage 61

Pitcher: Defined / SectiondPage 11
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Pitching Distances by Age: 8Sec 2.2¢ Page 14

Pitching Procedures / Pitching: Section @Aage 60

Plate Umpire / Umpire: Section 133age 115

Play Ball: Defined / SectionglPage 12

Play: Defined / SectiondPage 12

Players on a Team / Players & Subs: SectiogBahe 3
Positions of the Defensive Team / Game: Sectiorg £8ge 23
Positions of the Offensive Team / Game: Sectiorgf4ge 22
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Pregame Meeting / Umpire: Section 1 Page 117

Pregame Responsibilities / Umpire: Section 18Rage 116

Procedures at GaenEnd / Umpire: Section 13¢8age 117

Protest: Defined / SectiondPage 12

Protests / Appeals & Protests: Section §Rage 32

Quick Pitch / Pitching: Section &, ®age 63

Quick Pitch: Defined / SectionglPage 12

Reentry / Players & Subs: Sewti6.6¢ Page 39

Regulation Game / Game: Section 4¢lRage 26

Resumption of Suspension of Play / Game: SectiondPdye 24
Returning a pitched ball to Pitcher / Pitching: Section g.Pége 65
Rostered Players for Championship: Defid@eNumber Sedion 1¢ Page 12
Run: Defined / SectiondPage 12

Rundown: Defined / SectionglPage 12

Runner Interference /Interference & Obstruction: Section@Rage 49
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Running out of Baselire dzy’ Y IShEX2 Base Running: Section 11¢2age 106
Run Rule / Page 28 (d)

Safe: Defined / Section{lPage 12

Safety: Player Personnel on fi@NLY¢ Section 6.1 #7- Page 33
Scoreboard Dimension/Description: Section 2¢Hage 17

Scorebook ResponsibilitieSection 2.2t Page 7

Scoring of Runs / Game: SectiondHage 22

Shin/Knee Pads: 3.1@FPage 21

Shoes Equipment / Uniform: Section & ®age 20

Sideline Territory Dimension/Description: Section Z,2age 17

Slap Hit: Defined / Section¢lPage 2

Spectator Interference /Interference & Obstruction: Section@Page 53
Start of the Pitch / Pitching: Section € ®age 60

Starter: Defined / SectiondPage 12

Starting Player / Players & Subs: Sectiorgdge 34

Starting the Game / Game: 8®n 4.3¢ Page 22
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Stepping out of the Box / Batting: Section 10¢lPage 78

Strike Zone: Defined / SectiogPage 13

Strike: Defined / SectiondPage 13

Substitute Player / Players 8ubs: Section 66GPage 35

Substitute: Defined / SectiondPage 13

Substitutions / Injured: Section 6.5&Page 37

Substitutions / Pitcher: Section 6.5(2Page 35

Substitutions / Player: Section 6.5¢1Page 35

Substitutions / Unreported: Section 8%¢ Page 36

Suspension of Play / Umpire: Section 13;Rage 118

Tag and Force Play(s) / Base Running: Section ¢ P2ge 106

Tag: Defined / SectiondlPage 13

Tagging up after Caught Fly Ball / Base Running: Section¢lRatye 108
Taking Signalsdm the Catcher / Pitching: Section €.Page 60

Team Interference /Interference & Obstruction: Section@Rage 53
Teams in Field First / Game: SectiondRage 23

Throwing to a base from Pitcher Plate / Pitching: SectioncPEge 66
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Thrown BaRule / Batting: Section 10.8 /c3Page 72

Tiebreaker Rule / Game: Section 44®age 27

Time Allowed between Pitches / Pitching: Section @.P&ge 66

Time: Defined / SectiondPage 13

Touching the Bases / Base Running: Section I1P2ge 109

Tum at Bat: Defined / SectiondPage 13

Type of Obstruction /Interference & Obstruction: Section 8.Rage 56
Umpire Apparel & Equipment / Umpire: Section 18Rage 114
Umpire ConductPolicy¢ Page 2

Umpire Duties / Umpire: Section 13;Page 114

Umpire Interference /Interference & Obstruction: Section 8.Bage 54
Umpire Judgment / Umpire: Section 13 ®age 118

Umpire Responsibility for Appeal / Umpire: Section 18, Page 119
Umpire Responsibility for EjectidBuspension / Umpire: Sectid8.13¢ Page 119
Umpire Responsibility for Protest / Umpire: Section 13, Phage 119
Umpire- Scorekeeper Duties / Section 2.2 Page 7

Umpires: Defined / SectiondPage 13

Uniforms Equipment / Uniform: Section 3.4®age 21

Unreported Player: Defirge/ Section I, Page 13

Unsportsmanlike Conduct / Conduct: Section X2F%ge 112

Use of Double Base / Base Running: Section{R&ye 83

Use of Tobaccdllegal Drugs / Conduct: Section 12.Page 113
Visiting Team: Defined / Sectiorg Page 13

Warmup Pitches Allowed / Pitching: Section 9¢lPage 66
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